Message from the Executive Director, Sara Markoe Hanson
In 2016 the WBLAHS board continued evaluating the organization and planning for the
future. One outcome of that process was the establishment of an Endowment Fund with
the Greater White Bear Lake Community Foundation. This bold step is something the
WBLAHS has considered for many years and the structure of the GWBLCF made it realistic. The Endowment Fund will establish a funding mechanism for the future of the WBLAHS that can
allow for special projects, tremendous growth and greater financial stability. Have you considered what
your legacy will be? For information on how to contribute to the WBLAHS Endowment so future generations can connect with our history, please contact me at 651-407-5327 or sara@whitebearhistory.org.

Fillebrown House Exterior Work Complete
The exterior of the Fillebrown House received some
much needed attention over the summer of 2016. Areas
in need of repair were addressed and fresh paint
applied.
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WBLAHS Mission
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society
connects the community to its past, cultivating
an understanding and appreciation for our history.
We fulfill our mission by:
 Gathering and maintaining historical
information and artifacts.
We are safe keepers of our heritage.


Educating the community about our
history.
We are the community storytellers.



Proudly preserving the stories of Birchwood, Dellwood, Mahtomedi, White Bear Lake and White Bear Township!

Encouraging personal and community
responsibility for preserving our physical
links to the past.
We are advocates for historic preservation.

Not only is it important to keep the Fillebrown House
aesthetically appealing, it is critical to keep the exterior
of the structure in good shape to safeguard the
building and its contents. The focus at the Fillebrown
in 2017 will be on interior repairs and continuing efforts
on the lawn and landscaping.

White Bear Town Hall
Connection to
Cass Gilbert
Grows Stronger
Since historian Paul Clifford Larson
brought the Cass Gilbert connection with the 1885 White Bear
Town Hall to local attention a tremendous amount of research has
been undertaken to uncover the
links between the young architect and the White
Bear area.
In 2016 the WBLAHS conducted research in the Cass
Gilbert Collection of the New-York Historical Society
funded in part through a Minnesota Historical and
Cultural Heritage Grant. The collection includes
drawings and correspondence from Gilbert's work
in White Bear and Dellwood during the 1880s including evidence of a business relationship with the contractor of the White Bear Town Hall and stylistic
similarities to Gilbert's other designs in the area.
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$82,282
$11,135
$22,639
$9,046
$125,102

2015
$78,834
$21,496
$30,080
$7,717
$138,127
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*2014 DONATION FIGURES INCLUDE THE "MAKE THE
FILLEBROWN HOUSE SHINE" FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN.

Expense by Category 2014
ADMIN
$10,193
PAYROLL
$47,901
OUTREACH
$16,815
FACILITIES*
$32,930
TOTAL EXP
$107,839

2015
$15,902
$54,681
$16,469
$39,279
$126,331

2016
$8,835
$61,796
$20,961
$52,051
$143,643

*2016 FACILITIES FIGURES INCLUDE THE FILLEBROWN
HOUSE EXTERIOR REPAIRS AND PAINTING.

The most recent IRS 990 and WBLAHS FY 2016 Balance Sheet are
available on the "About Us" page at www.whitebearhistory.org.

WBLAHS Looks at Organization Inside and Out to Plan for Future of Our History
During the past two years the WBLAHS board has conducted an organizational self-assessment and policy
review to better inform long-term planning efforts. As a result, in 2016 the WBLAHS received the Charities
Review Council’s “Meets Standards Seal”, a visual marker of non-profit strength. The WBLAHS is the only
historical society in Minnesota to receive this recognition.

The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society's 2016 At-a-Glance
In addition to the internal review, during the summer of 2016 the WBLAHS surveyed both members and users
of our services to aid in identifying future goals and priorities. When asked how the WBLAHS should focus its
limited resources beyond the Fillebrown House and White Bear Town Hall projects, respondents identified
the following priorities (more than one area could be selected):

Memberships: 493

Core Weekly Volunteers: 6

Presentations/Events: 73

Event Volunteers: 148

Facebook Fans: 2648

Research Contacts: 402

Email newsletter Subscribers: 1272

52 Weekly "Matoska Memories" in The White Bear Press
Presentations & tours on fresh topics
Improved Collections Care
Local history in the schools

60%
35%
29%

In 2017 efforts will be focused on developing new presentations and tours on topics such as local involvement in World War I and the centennial of the City of Dellwood’s incorporation.

12 Monthly "Last Glance" pieces in the White Bear Lake Magazine
Major Accomplishments: Organizational Review
2016 Board Members:

Rheanna O'Brien, President Jenni Corbett, Past President

Building on the HVAC evaluation of 2016, the WBLAHS will pursue designs for an HVAC upgrade at the Armory
site to be better stewards of the collections processed and housed there by providing an environment that
meets professional standards.

Brady Ramsay, Treasurer Eunice Coté, Secretary

The goal of creating a local history curriculum around the White Bear Town Hall site will move forward as the
site becomes safe for public use in 2017. Plans to pilot curriculum both on site and in the schools are scheduled to roll out in the fall of 2017.
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