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The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society's 2017 At-a-Glance
Memberships: 447

Core Weekly Volunteers: 6

Presentations/Events: 80

Event Volunteers: 149

Facebook Contacts: 8070

Research Contacts: 502

White Bear Lake Area
Historical Society
2017 Annual Report

Email newsletter Subscribers: 1294

52 Weekly "Matoska Memories" in The White Bear Press

651.407.5327
www.whitebearhistory.org
www.facebook.com/whitebearhistory

12 Monthly "Last Glance" pieces in the White Bear Lake Magazine
Major Accomplishments: Progress on the White Bear Town Hall Project and the Armory HVAC Project
2017 Board Members:

Rheanna O'Brien, President Jenni Corbett, Past President
Brady Ramsay, Treasurer Eunice Coté, Secretary J o Emerson
Kerri Kindsvater Nick Lindgren Dave Peterson Jeanenne Rausch

Executive Director: Sara Markoe Hanson

Office Manager & Membership Coordinator: Kim Stieper

Program & Education Coordinator: Maureen Raymond

Proudly preserving the stories of Birchwood, Dellwood, Mahtomedi, White Bear Lake and White Bear Township!

Message from the Executive Director, Sara Markoe Hanson
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society continues to grow and evolve just like the
communities we serve. In that regard 2017 was no different as we worked to capture the
stories of the past and present for future generations to study, experience and share.
What struck me this past year was the focus the WBLAHS board and staff placed on the
future—not something you always see in an organization like ours. Plans are underway for many important programs, projects and organizational improvements that will position the WBLAHS to continue its
strong presence and ability to connect our community to its past through our presentations, tours,
events and resources. We look forward to serving our members and community for many more decades!

White Bear Town Hall Takes on “New” Look
The White Bear Town Hall has undergone a transformation during 2017.
Now situated firmly on its new foundation at the west end of Polar Lakes
Park (1279 Hammond Road, White Bear Township), the Town Hall has undergone an intensive exterior restoration. Through photographic evidence from 1914 the WBLAHS was able to advise the Town on original appearance of the building as it was designed by architect Cass Gilbert.
After removal of the decades old stucco as well as the drywall on the interior, it was determined that much of the original lumber remained on
the building and evidence of the repairs completed after the 1923 fire was
Photo
by Meg Todd
apparent.
The building is telling its story in remarkable ways. The Town
of White Bear has fulfilled its commitment to completing the exterior
Town Hall in early January 2018
work which includes lap siding, the horizontal stucco band, the board and
batten gable, a new door and the restoration of the
front eave as well as the decorative elements over the
WBLAHS Mission
entry and under the eaves on all sides. The WBLAHS
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society
contracted with Mark Johnston of Historic Design Conconnects the community to its past, cultivating
sulting to complete a color consultation on the building
an understanding and appreciation for our hisbased on original 1880s trim pieces. The study retory.
vealed the green shades that have been used to bring
the structure back to the design originally envisioned
We fulfill our mission by:
by Gilbert. Much work is still necessary to complete the
 Gathering and maintaining historical
project and make the building safe and usable for
information and artifacts.
school classes, community groups and other functions,
but it is wonderful to see how far the building has
We are safe keepers of our heritage.
come in 2017!
 Educating the community about our
history.
We are the community storytellers.


Encouraging personal and community
responsibility for preserving our physical
links to the past.
We are advocates for historic preservation.

Town Hall in late December 2016 (left) and August 2017 (right).

Income by Category
DUES/DONAT
GRANTS
TOURS/PROG
SALES
TOTAL

2015
$78,834
$21,496
$30,080
$7,717
$138,127

2016
$75,170
$4,462
$31,533
$8,146
$119,311

2017
$73,901
$13,550
$41,941
$6,951
$136,343

Expense by Category
ADMIN
PAYROLL
OUTREACH
FACILITIES*
TOTAL EXP

2015
$15,902
$54,681
$16,469
$39,279
$126,331

2016
$8,835
$61,796
$20,961
$52,051
$143,643

2017
$12,809
$68,967
$21,895
$30,885
$134,556
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*2016 FACILITIES FIGURES INCLUDE THE FILLEBROWN
HOUSE EXTERIOR REPAIRS AND PAINTING.

The most recent IRS 990 and WBLAHS FY 2017 Balance Sheet are
available on the "About Us" page at www.whitebearhistory.org.

WBLAHS Builds Partnership With White Bear Lake Senior Center
Throughout 2017 the WBLAHS has partnered with the White Bear Lake Senior Center to bring displays of
historical photos to the library space at the center located at Bellaire Avenue and County Road F. The
photos focus on various themes around our area and the selection for 2017 included “White Bear: A Wild
Ride!” which had previously been featured at the WBLAHS offices at the Armory and “Arthur Fillebrown
and the Great War” commemorating White Bear resident Arthur Fillebrown’s experience during World
War I at the beginning of the centennial of the war.
Response to the displays has been very positive and the WBLAHS is excited to continue this partnership
and reach another new audience. The semiannual mini-exhibits planned for 2018 focus on the anniversaries of the arrival of the railroad to White Bear in 1868 and the White Bear Lake Fire Department through
the years as they celebrate their 130th anniversary. Each display will be available at the Senior Center and
at the WBLAHS offices at the Armory on a rotating basis .

Historical Collections Area Improvements Take Big Step Forward
During the past year the WBLAHS was able to make significant progress in the effort to improve the climate controls in the collections area in our space at the White Bear Lake Armory.
Historical artifacts and archives require stable, controlled conditions temperature and humidity. The current system at the Armory cannot always maintain those parameters. Through the
support of a Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Grant the WBLAHS was able to contract for design services for an updated system. With plans in hand we turned to our members
to help make this project a reality and through the generosity of our members and a match
from Stephen Hatfield we have raised nearly $25,000 for the project. We continue to pursue
additional funding sources and hope to have the work completed in 2018.

