
Lake Area
Preserver

White Bear Lake Area Historical Society Winter/Spring 2013

The

Take Me Back to Old Lake Shore continued on page 2

Take Me Back to Old Lake Shore
By John W. Johnson

Special Double Issue!

In the old days, Lake Shore was a small community located at the western end of White Bear Lake.  It was a 
narrow tract of land bounded on the east by the lake and on the west by the railroad tracks.  It extended from 
Leip’s Cottage Park Resort on the south to Thomas Fulton’s house on the north.  

In the 1890s, Lake Shore was the first train 
stop at White Bear Lake where twenty-five 
trains stopped daily.  Passengers got off at the 
Lake Shore Station next to Ramaley’s magnifi-
cent pavilion.  At Ramaley’s one could take a 
twenty-five cent steamboat trip across the lake 
or partake in picnics, fishing, sailing, swim-
ming or ball games.  In the evenings, there 
were band concerts, dances and plays in the 
large auditorium at Ramaley’s. 

What were the origins of the Lake Shore com-
munity?  Land became available after the area 
was surveyed in 1847.  Isaiah DeWebber, an 
early settler at the west end of the lake built a 
claim cabin in 1849 and obtained a large parcel 
of land.  In 1851, Villeroy Barnum selected 
three government lots totaling 175 acres be-
tween Goose Lake and White Bear Lake and 
two years later opened his resort.  In 1853, 
William W. Webber Sr., a native of Maine, 
came up the Mississippi by steamboat from St. 
Louis to St. Paul looking for a place to regain 
his health.  He went by horse and carriage 
to Barnum’s hotel at White Bear Lake.  He 
found the climate invigorating and regained his 
health.  Mr. Webber purchased the claim of Isa-
iah DeWebber before going back to St. Louis 
to get his family.  The 1860 census for White 
Bear shows Wm. W. Webber Sr. with his wife, 
Amanda, and son Wm. W. Webber Jr.  and a James Morgan who appears to be a relative.  

Lake Shore map – Ca. 1885



In 1854, the extended family of James F. Murray arrived in White Bear and purchased land along the western 
shore north of the Lake Shore area.  The Murray property extended from what is now Shady Lane to Twelfth 
Street.  James F. Murray and his wife, Amelia, came with their daughter Harriet and sons John B., James C. and 
Thomas Murray.  They built White Bear’s second resort hotel, the Murray House, at Lake Avenue and Second 
Street.  

In 1860, Lucius C. Dunn and his 
extended family were in St. Paul.  
Lucius Dunn was born in Maine 
and his wife, Arabella, and her 
family were from Massachusetts.  
The 1860 census included two 
children as well as Arabella’s 
15 year old sister, Adeline E. 
Dean, and her parents, Ebernezer 
and Adeline H. Dean.  In 1864, 
Lucius C. Dunn joined Company 
A of the First Minnesota Heavy 
Artillery.  James Murray and 
Robert Whitaker of White Bear 
also joined Company A to fight in 
the Civil War.  

Lucius C. Dunn returned to 
White Bear after the war and pur-
chased some land from Barnum 
in Cottage Park, where he built White Bear’s third resort hotel, the South Shore House.  Over the years, several 
cottages were added to the South Shore Hotel.  Also, in 1866, Barnum sold his hotel to William Leip who added 
a sample room and a billiard room.  Col. Leip later enlarged the hotel and added some cottages and a lake side 
pavilion. 

Before 1868, the only transportation to White Bear Lake was by horse and buggy.  In 1868, the Lake Superior 
and Mississippi Railroad completed tracks to White Bear.  At the dedication of the railroad in September, 500 
people came on the train to White Bear to celebrate the event.  The railroad provided quick and easy travel for 
passengers and efficient delivery of goods for the shops and hotels.  White Bear became a popular resort with 
visitors coming from the south and east to enjoy the healthy climate. 

At this time, William W. Webber Sr. owned all the land in “Lake Shore” and a good deal of the land west of the 
railroad.  Sometime before 1865, Mr. Webber’s first wife died. Later, in 1871, 54 year old William W. Webber 
married 47 year old Harriet M. Murray, the daughter of James F. Murray of White Bear Lake.  

The Minnesota 1875 census for White Bear listed an interesting group of people living at L. C. Dunn’s South 
Shore House.  Lucius C. Dunn and wife Arabella with their children, Lucius W., Mary, W. W. and Elsie lived 
there.  Others included William Markoe, 54, born in Pennsylvania; Maria Markoe, 49 of Pennsylvania, Wm. F. 
Markoe, 23 of Wisconsin; Maria Lipsie, 60 of England, Addie E. Dean, 29, a school teacher from Massachusetts 
(the younger sister of Mrs. Dunn) and Herbert L. Hinckley, 27, born in Rhode Island.  
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The murray houSe waS LoCaTed aT Lake avenue and SeCond STreeT 
and LaTer beCame known aS The wiLLiamS houSe.  Ca. 1865 
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In the 1860 census, Herbert Hinckley, the son of Isaac and Julia Hinckley, was living with his parents in Lowell, 
Massachusetts.  IN 1868, Herbert was afflicted with a “disease of the lungs.”  A year later, Herbert was sent to 
Minnesota in hopes of recovering his health.  He soon moved to White Bear Lake and took up residence with 
the Dunn family at the South Shore House.  He enjoyed boating and fishing on the lake.  The State of Minnesota 
started stocking the lakes with fish from the hatchery including “California Salmon.”  The State Fish Commis-
sion’s first annual report, in 1875, contained a note that Herbert Hinckley had found an eight-inch salmon at 
White Bear Lake.  

In the 1880 census for White Bear, at South Shore House, Lucius C. Dunn had died at 1877, so his wife Arabel-
la and her son Lucius W. Dunn were operating the resort.  Adeline E. Dean and Herbert Hinckley resided there 
as well as a Norwegian, Nicholas Peterson.  

On May 8, 1880, in Ramsey County Deed Book 96, page 28, William W. Webber Sr. and his wife Harriet sold a 
tract of land to Herbert L. Hinckley.  This was essentially the south portion of “Lake Shore” from what is now 
Whitaker Street on the south to Merrimac Street on the north, bounded by the lake on the east and the railroad 
on the west.  Apparently, Mr. Hinckley planned to remain here, and in the early 1880s, he donated his collection 
of books to a public reading room in White Bear.  

From the St. Paul Globe newspaper, September 3, 1882 – “A quiet but elegant wedding took place at the charm-
ing resort, White Bear Lake, last week.  The marriage of Herbert L. Hinckley, the popular boatman of that place 
and Miss Adeline E. Dean, one of the fairest daughters of White Bear.”

The St. Paul Daily Globe, November 26, 1883 – “Mr. Herbert Hinckley of White Bear left last Saturday on a 
special car tendered for him by his father who is the president of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 
Railroad.  He was accompanied by Dr. Hand of St. Paul.”

The St. Paul Daily Globe, January 23, 1884 – “

Petition of Adeline E. Hinckley for the state of Herbert L. Hinckley late of said county.  Thereafter, the widow 
Adeline Hinckley owned property that later became Block 3 of the Lake Shore Addition Rearrangement at 
White Bear.  Mrs. Hinckley would later sell a lot to Nicholas Peterson for his home and boat rental business.  

Nicholas Peterson of Norway came to America around 1860 and lived for a while in Wisconsin where he met 
Ingeborg Anna Jensen.  Ingeborg’s daughter Mary was born December 1873 in Grantsburg, Wisconsin.  Nicho-
las and Ingeborg went to St. Paul where they were married.  In Minnesota, they had fourth children:  Nora, Ida, 
Thomas and Carl.  By 1885, Nicholas had a successful boat rental business at Lake Shore.  The July, 1885 issue 
of the “The Northwest” magazine relates:  “Nicholas Peterson of Cottage Park has a fine fleet of 40 rental boats, 
comprising sailboats, rowboats and canoes.  Mr. Peterson is an old Norwegian sailor, having an original and 
amusing way of expressing himself, which gives zest and character to his sailor yarns.”

John D. Ramaley also moved to Lake Shore.  He was born in 1834 in Pennsylvania where he later married 
Sarah Buffum.  They had two sons, Florence, born 1864, and J. E. (Eugene), born 1866.  In 1878, John moved 
his family to St. Paul where he started a food and catering service.  Later, he established a refreshment business 
and boat rental at White Bear Lake.  In the 1885 issue of the “The Northwest,” he describes Ramaley’s:  “Close 
in front of the depot, standing upon the very water’s edge is Ramaley’s pavilion and lunch room, by far the most 
popular place of its kind on the lake.  All manner of fruits and candies and ice cream and cooling drinks tempt 
the picnicker.”
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On November 11, 1886, in Ramsey County Deed Book 158, page 267, William W. Webber, Sr. and his wife 
Harriet sold a tract of land to Sarah B. Ramaley, wife of John D. Ramaley.  This included land from the lake 
Shore Addition to White Bear, as well as what became Ramaley Park.  The deed specified some exclusions to 
the Lake Shore Addition, such as the previous transfer of land south of Merrimac Street to Herbert Hinckley.  
The Ramaleys then owned most of the land from Merrimac Street up to what is now Highway 96 where Lake 
Avenue turns east.  

In 1890, Ramaley built 
his magnificent lakeside 
pavilion next to the Lake 
Shore Railroad Station.  
The three story structure 
was 150 by 500 feet with a 
large auditorium and stage 
for concerts, plays and 
dances.  The July 2, 1890 
St. Paul Dispatch reported 
the opening of Ramaley’s 
new pavilion – “The new 
Lake Shore pavilion was 
formally opened with over 
2,000 people present.  A 
special train of the St. Paul 
and Duluth Railroad left 
Union Depot early in the 

evening and was crowded to excess.  Arrived at the pavilion, the pleasure seekers were at no loss for entertain-
ment.  An elaborate musical program was presented by Seibert’s orchestra, opening with a new composition of 
Mr. Seibert’s entitled With Full Sail.” 

Ramaley’s pavilion was located where the present day concrete 
fishing pier is located.  One block south, at the corner of Lake Av-
enue and Merrimac Street (the future location of the Johnson Boat 
Works), there was a two story frame building that was a saloon and 
hotel.  Just south of Merrimac was Nicholas Peterson’s boat rental.  
There were at least three steamboats operating from the dock at 
Ramaley’s pavilion: the Manitoba with captain Wm. W. Webber 
Jr., the White Bear with captain J. E. Ramaley and the Wildwood 
with Thomas Peterson as the captain.  Some years later, Thomas 
Peterson, the son of Nicholas Peterson, suffered tragic injuries 
when the boiler on the Wildwood exploded. 

In the late 1880s at Lake Shore, there was a place called the Wahmeota with Edith Miller the proprietor.  Pos-
sibly this was at the old saloon hotel at Lake and Merrimac, or nearby?   She advertised fine wines, liquors and 
cigars as well as a lunchroom and picnic tables.  Edith and her husband, Joe Miller, came to White Bear in 1880.  
Joe operated a saloon and boarding house on Third Street in the village.  It was interesting to read in the White 
Bear Breeze – Dec. 1, 1888, Joe Miller files for a divorce. -  Jan. 19, 1889, Joe Miller plans to marry Katie 
Kretz. -  Feb. 2, 1889 Joe marries Katie. -  Sept. 5, 1891, Joe Miller died last week.
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1893 – The Lake Shore depoT SaT juST ouTSide The enTranCe To The 
ramaLey paviLion and waS The firST raiL STop aT whiTe bear Lake.

an ad for The wahmeoTa ThaT appeared in The 
Lake Breeze –  Ca. 1888



John Eugene Ramaley started his boat works in 1895 on the 
shore of the lake next to Leip’s resort.  J. E. Ramaley built the 
steamboat White Bear as well as sailboats.  Gus Amundson had 
started his boat works in 1887 and was located across the tracks 
at Hinckley and Railroad Avenues.  John O. Johnson started his 
boat building business in 1896 and in that same year he married 
Mary Peterson, the daughter of Ingeborg Peterson, the wife of 
Nicholas Peterson.  For a few years both Amundson and John-
son were located at Railroad and Hinckley.  Nicholas Peterson 
died April 7, 1897 and soon after, his widow, Ingeborg, started 
a lunch room just north of the old saloon hotel that was at Mer-
rimac Street.   

In the 1890s, the Lake Shore area was the primary location 
for most of the boating activities.  The White Bear Yacht Club 
had been using a hotel in Dellwood, but in 1897 and 1898 they 
rented the ground floor of the Ramaley pavilion as their head-
quarters.  The use of these facilities was donated by Colonel 

W. W. Price.  Ramaley’s pavilion was conveniently 
located for the yacht races, recreational activities 
and the Saturday night dances.  

The White Bear Yacht Club had challenged the St. 
Lawrence Yacht Club for a championship race com-
ing up in 1900.  The three Lake Shore boat builders 
- Gus Amundson, John O. Johnson and Gene Rama-
ley - were each asked to build a sailboat with one of 
them to be chosen to compete against the Canadi-
ans.  J. O. Johnson at that time did not have a place 
big enough to build a 38 ft. sailboat, so he asked 
his mother-in-law, Ingeborg Peterson, for the use of 
her lunchroom during the off season winter months.  
Johnson’s boat was built for C. Milton Griggs who 
named it the Minnezitka.  This boat, the forerunner 
of today’s Class A sailboat, led to a successful boat 
building business for John O. Johnson. 

By 1900, more people were living in the Lake Shore 
community. In the 1900 census starting from the 
south at Whitaker Street we find: Adeline Hinckley 
a widow from Mass.;  Ingeborg Peterson a widow 
from Norway with children Nora, Ida, Thomas and 
Carl;  William Work a postal clerk from Penn.;  
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Lake Shore map – 1890-1900

john o. johnSon & The minneziTka – john o. johnSon, 
founder of johnSon boaT workS, made SCaLe modeLS of 
many of The boaTS he CreaTed.  The modeL of The minnez-
iTka iS inCLuded in The CoLLeCTionS of The SmiThSonian.



Charles Morgan a sta. engraver born in Minn.;  Martin Stone a hotel keeper from Vermont with boarders – 
Cyrus Wilkins a barber and Edward Nelson a bar tender;  John O. Johnson a boat builder from Norway with 
wife Mary and son Milton;  Walter Baldwin a comm. traveler from New York;  Wm. Webber Jr. real estate, from 
Illinois with wife Anna and children;  John D. Ramaley a “Florist” from Penn. with wife Sarah and son John E. 
Ramaley a boat builder;  Wm. Webber Sr. age 83 from Maine with wife Harriet also Susan and Arla Murray;  
Anna Smith a hair dresser from Switzerland.

June 16, 1903, Thomas and Emma Abbott sold the saloon-hotel at Merrimac and Lake to Jerimiah Sullivan for 
$200.  By 1904 a bowling alley was built just north of Ingeborg Peterson’s lunchroom.  The Lake Shore bowl-
ing team included: H. Blakeley, Gus Amundson, John Johnson, Thomas Peterson and H. Kenyon.  Next to 
the bowling alley, Harry Darling set up his machine shop across the street from the present day V.F.W. Club.  
Darling had been a steamboat pilot on the Mississippi and had built steamboats.  At his machine shop in Lake 
Shore, he repaired gas and steam engines, autos, motorcycles, bicycles and all kinds of machinery.  

Also in 1904, the Twin City Lines started laying street car tracks from Wildwood to White Bear.  The tracks fol-
lowed South Shore Blvd. and in the Lake Shore area, from Whitaker Street up to Ramaley’s Pavilion, the tracks 
were placed next to the shoreline.  The street car service continued until 1932.

By 1907, the large Ramaley’s pavilion had gone out of business and in 1908 it was demolished to make room 
for an apartment complex.  Steamboats continued for a few more years providing cruises across the lake to the 
Wildwood Amusement Park.

John O. Johnson was still living across the railroad tracks in 1910 when he built his airplane.  He had been 
working on it in the yard behind his house for many months.  Finally it was completed and on January 25, 1910, 
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STreeTCar aT Lake Shore – The Twin CiTy rapid TranSiT Company ran STreeTCarS from wiLdwood park To 
downTown whiTe bear from 1904 To 1932.  
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About the author:
John W. Johnson is the grandson of Johnson Boat Works founder John 
O. Johnson.  The author was raised in Lakeshore and has committed 
extensive time to the research of this subject in an effort to enhance 

the knowledge of his own family history.  We are pleased to be able to 
share the results of that research here.  

with the help of his son Milton, he took it onto the frozen lake.  The airplane had a 20 h.p. engine to power the 
light weight craft.  The wings were 8 feet wide and 30 feet long giving it the appearance of a giant dragonfly.  
The aircraft had runners for the icy surface and the engine was strong enough to provide a take off for a short 
flight.  When it landed, much of the plane was damaged, but J. O. Johnson became the first person in Minnesota 
to achieve powered flight!  Note, he must have notified the newspaper before hand, since there was complete 
coverage, with photos, in the St. Paul Dispatch, Jan. 26, 1910. 

In 1912, Gus Amundson moved his boat building operation to the lake.  He put up a building next to Ramaley’s 
Boat Works.  In October 1912 John O. Johnson purchased the property where the old saloon-hotel had been on 
Merrimac from Jerimiah Sullivan for $1000.  Johnson used the basement of the old saloon as part of the founda-
tion for a 50 x 100ft. building.

For many years this small community was known as Lake Shore.  At some point in time the name was no longer 
used and it was simply part of the City of White Bear Lake.  For wonderful pictures and stories about the Rama-
ley Pavilion and other Lake Shore establishments see the book – “Looking Back at White Bear Lake” by 
Cynthia E. Vadnais. 
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•Birchwood
•Dellwood
•Mahtomedi
•White Bear Lake 
•White Bear Township

 he White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society is proud 
to serve the following com-
munities:

 Proudly Serving

If you have a story, 
pictures, or any 
information that you 
would like to share, 
please contact Sara at 
651-407-5327

T
WBLAHS Receives Challenge

After the cancellation of the WBLAHS’s spring event a 
member concerned with the financial stability of the organiza-
tion has stepped forward with a fundraising challenge.  This 
anonymous individual has committed to donate up to $10,000 
with the condition that the WBLAHS must maximize this con-
tribution through a public match in some form.  

The funds are to be used to stabilize the general operating 
budget of the WBLAHS.  Not having the spring fundraiser 
directly impacts our programs and operations during the year.  
This gift has been initiated through a stock transfer.  If you 
would like more information on how to make a similar gift, 
please contact Sara Hanson at 651-407-5327 

The WBLAHS board is currently planning the best way to 
utilize this catalyst.  Please watch for more details in the near 
future.



 

Jim & Judy Anderson 
Lynn & Linda Ault 
Rose Bayuk 
Edward & Harriet Bissen 
Alexandra O. Bjorklund 
Lois Bohon 
Beverly Bosse 
Ginny Brierley 
Ellen Bruner 
Jack & Betsy Cedarleaf 
Shirley Chapman 
Craig & Gloria Drake 
Ruth Fagen 
Tom Farm 
Silas & Olivia Ford 
Carrie Foss 
Neil Franey 
Cheryl Frey 
Sara & Jeff Hanson 
Marshall Hatfield 
Louis & Mary Hauser 

T

Liz & Dick Hiniker 
Tom & Beverly Horak 
Rob & Kate Huebsch 
Mina Ingersoll & Michael Hannan  
Sid & Sue Jackson 
Kurt & Connie Johnson 
Fredrik & Sharon Johnson 
Michael & Barbara Kelly 
Art & Donnalee Kutchera 
Jo Long 
James & Lillian Markoe 
Jud & Joyce Marshall 
Edwin & Susan McCarthy 
Bruce & Marguerite 
  McConoughey 
W. B. Meier 
Joan & Ed Michaud 
Tracey Montgomery 
Jim & Marilyn Muellner 
Barb & Curt Nelson In Memory of  
 Ruth & Harvey Chapman

Thank You for Your Support!
      he success of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society is tied in no small part to the year-end contribu-
tions of our supporters and the ongoing efforts of our many volunteers, members and participants.  We would 
like to thank those listed below for your donation.  Without the commitment to funding our mission the WB-
LAHS would not be able to capture the stories and engage our community in preserving its important past.  
Thank you!

Barb & Curt Nelson In Memory of  
 Mayor of White Bear Lake  
 Fred Bloom
Robert Nuffort 
Jerrilynn Ommen 
Lilly Otto 
Patrick & Susan Oven 
Frank & Jane Pazlar 
Carolyn Porter 
Tom & Laura Rasmussen 
Penny & Jay Rendall 
Peter & Linda Seed 
Therese Sonnek 
Meg Todd 
Roberta Vadnais 
David Van Orsdel 
Susan Ward 
Adam Westermann 
Richard & Jane Wicklund 
Karen Winship 
Steve & Karen Wolgamot 

    Goal:  To preserve the White Bear Town Hall and restore the structure to a 
 functional, aesthetically appealing landmark in our community that provides 
 educational opportunities to our students.

White Bear Town Hall Preservation Project Update

The WBLAHS is excited to work with the White Bear Town Board on the White Bear Town Hall Preser-
vation Project to further the efforts to preserve this local landmark.  The next step in this project is conduct-
ing an evaluation of the structure to identify and classify its significance and evaluate the building’s eligibil-
ity for the National Register of Historic Places and therefore potential rehabilitation funding.  

Residents of current and historic White Bear Township (today’s communities of Gem Lake, North Oaks, 
Vadnais Heights and White Bear Lake) are encouraged to share their thoughts with Town Board Supervi-
sors (contact information can be found at whitebeartownship.org and the White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society at info@whitebearhistory.org.



Facebook.com/
whitebearhistory

It was with great disappointment that the WBLAHS announced that the 
Art of the Cocktail Event on March 23rd was cancelled due to low reser-
vation numbers.  This decision was made after much consideration and 
careful thought.  The Board of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Soci-
ety believes this to be the most prudent decision to be the best stewards of 
sponsor contributions based on the financial projections for the event.  

The event committee has accumulated feedback on the original event and 
is in the process of restructuring the details to bring this event to you in a 
new format this summer.  Please stay tuned for more information coming 
soon.  

We would like to thank the sponsors who have supported this effort!

The Art of the Cocktail:  A Celebration 
of the Anniversary of the Repeal of 

Prohibition Cancelled



Tracey Montgomery, 
President

Jenni Corbett, 
Vice President
Shana Karle,

Treasurer

Jo Emerson, At-Large
Chris Johnson, At-Large

Bill Matschke, Out-House
Brady Ramsay, At-Large 
*begins term in May 2013

Tom Rice, At-Large
Kirsten Skoglund, At-Large

Gloria Tessier, In-House

Sara Markoe Hanson,
Executive Director

Kim Godfrey,
Office Manager & Volunteer 

Coordinator

Office:  White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society, 
4751 Hwy 61, 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Fillebrown House:  
4735 Lake Avenue, 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Mailing address:  
PO Box 10543, 
White Bear Lake, MN  55110 

Email: 
info@whitebearhistory.org   

651-407-5327,  
FAX 651-407-5328

WBLAHS 2013 
Board of 
Directors

Income
Municipal Funding       $11,112.00 
Dues           13,736.26 
Donations          25,213.61 
Outreach Programs           4,375.05 
Soc. Prog. & Fundraisers         21,917.50 
Sales           10,701.53 

Total         $87,037.95

Expense
Administration          $9,599.87
Payroll           45,660.09
Newsletter            2,620.09
Soc. Prog. & Fundraisers           9,923.71
Sales             5,868.38
Depot              4,174.17
Outreach & Research              547.47
Fillebrown House            8024.34
Pavers                119.85

Total         $86,538.45

Y/E Profit/Loss             $499.50

2012 Year-End 
Financial Report

Learning from Our 
Past, 

Preserving for Our 
Future.

Memorials
Gift in memory of Ted Arnold
       by Lynne Arnold & 
 Jon Walker

Gift in memory of 
 Leonard Brunjes
        by Arlene & Tom Zwickel

Gift in memory of Josie Power 
 by Jeff and Sara Hanson 

Gift in memory of Fred Bloom, 
Mayor of White Bear Lake 
         by Barb Chapman Nelson

If you have been to the depot in 
recent months you may have met 
Kim Godfrey, Office Manager for 
the WBLAHS.  Kim has joined 
us as a part-time member of our 
team.  Among other assignments, 
Kim has been handling the ma-
jority of our frequent photo and 
information requests as well as 
many tasks related to running an 
active office.  We are excited to 
have Kim with us and hope you 
have a chance to meet her soon.

WBLAHS Welcomes 
Kim Godfrey

Mission Statement 
of the White Bear 

Lake Area 
Historical Society

Historical Society connects the 
community to its past, fostering an 
understanding  and 
appreciation for our history.

We fulfill our mission by….
 Gathering and maintaining  
      historical information 
      and artifacts.      

he White Bear Lake AreaT

      We are safe keepers of
      our heritage.
 Educating the community   
      about our history.
      We are the community   
      storytellers.
 Encouraging personal and   
      community responsibility for   
      preserving our physical links   
      to the past.  
      We are advocates for    
      historical preservation.



The WBLAHS Greatly Appreciates the Support 
of its Hometown Business Members

Edina Realty of White Bear Lake

Hisdahls, Inc.

Hoffman Corner Heating and Air

Ingredients Cafe

Judy King Estate Sales

Kathy Madore, Edina Realty

Lakeshore Players

Lisa Madore, Edina Realty

VFW Post 1782/VFW Post 1782 
Ladies Auxiliary

Washington Square Grill

White Bear Eye Clinic

Hometown Business Plus Members ($100-249)

Grandma’s Bakery
Knutsen Auto

Pine Tree Apple Orchard
Ramsay & Associates
Sunbear Salon & Spa

Hometown 
Business/Organization 

Members ($50-99)

Hometown Business Premium Members ($250-499)

Dave Bossard, Keller Williams
White Bear Area Chamber of Commerce



The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society is excited to announce 
our expanded Hometown Business (HTB) Membership Program in 
response to increased interest from area businesses.  Members who 
wish to remain at the $50 Hometown Business Membership Level will 
continue to receive the same member benefits as always, but businesses 
interested in increasing their exposure and presence can do so in a 
larger way.  

WBLAHS Launches Options for 
Hometown Business Membership

          Each HTB Membership will receive the standard 
   benefits of membership:

• WBLAHS Newsletter-The Lake Area Preserver
• Free admission to Fillebrown House Tours
• Discounted Admission to WBLAHS events
• Invitations and advance notice of WBLAHS Events
• Advance Opportunities to sponsor or participate in 
      WBLAHS  Events
• Invitation for two representatives to attend the annual
      Members’ Holiday Party at the Fillebrown House

        As well as additional benefits based on 
                  membership level…

 Hometown Business Member    $50-99  
• Listing in The Lake Area Preserver 
• Listing on WBLAHS website Sponsor Page

 Hometown Business Plus Member  $100-249
• Listing and Logo in The Lake Area Preserver 
• Listing and Logo on WBLAHS website Sponsor Page

 Hometown Business Premium Member $250-499
• Listing and Logo in The Lake Area Preserver 
• Listing and Logo on WBLAHS website Sponsor Page
• Listing and Logo in WBLAHS Facebook Sponsor Album
• Listing on WBLAHS email newsletters 

 Hometown Business Ultimate Member $500+
• Listing and Logo in The Lake Area Preserver 
• Listing and Logo on WBLAHS website Sponsor Page
      and Main Page
• Listing and Logo in WBLAHS Facebook Sponsor Album
• Listing and Logo on WBLAHS email newsletters 

From the Director’s 
Desk... 

The  flowers 
will be blooming 
at the Fillebrown 
House before we know it and so 
too will the results of a long-range 
planning process for the WB-
LAHS.   

Just like spring’s arrival, this 
milestone marks a cyclical rebirth 
for the White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society.  It has been 
several years since the WBLAHS 
has engaged in a strategic plan-
ning process and we are due.  The 
Board of Directors is in the early 
stages of redefining their vision 
for the WBLAHS and creating the 
road map to take us there.  

Over the past twelve years my 
role with the WBLAHS has 
changed significantly.  It has gone 
from being hired in 2001 as a 
contact point and coordinator for 
the society’s activities to pres-
ently functioning as the director 
of a vibrant organization that has 
far exceeded my expectations in 
growth and popularity.  With that 
expansion comes the need for re-
evaluation and restructuring.

Through the strategic planning 
process we intend to identify 
the priorities for the WBLAHS 
along with our capacity to at-
tain those goals and meet those 
demands.  If you have comments 
or information you would like to 
share, please contact me at 651-
407-5327 or via email at sara@
whitebearhistory.org.  



Calendar of Events
For details on these events and more visit whitebearhistory.org, facebook.com/whitebearhistory or call 651 407-5327.  
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WBLA Historical Society Scrapbooking Quarterly Crop
Saturday, May 18, 2013, 10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
White Bear Lake Armory, 2228 4th St, White Bear Lake

Enjoy a fun day with friends working on your scrapbook or craft of your choice.  Cost: $30 members/$35 non-
members - includes donuts & coffee, lunch catered by Cup & Cone, dinner catered by Donatelli’s, snacks and 
door prizes. All proceeds benefit the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society and our ongoing efforts to pre-
serve the stories of our community.
Pre-register online http://www.whitebearhistory.org  or call 651-407-5327.

Sponsored by:  

Bald Eagle:  On Record!  **
Monday, May 20, 2013,  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 4698 Clark Avenue, WBL

Through this illustrated program, we will explore the many different types of resources that the White Bear 
Lake Area Historical Society preserves for our communities. Bald Eagle functions as a wonderful example of a 
community within a community that is on record through photos, ledgers, minutes and other documents.

Don’t Stop the Presses!  **
Monday, June 24, 2013,  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 4698 Clark Avenue, WBL

Gene and Kathy Johnson will conduct a multimedia presentation illustrating the functions of a newspaper and 
the equipment used during the 1930s-60s in publishing weekly newspapers followed by an opportunity to ask 
questions. 

Gene Johnson, publisher emeritus of Press Publications serves on the Minnesota Newspaper Foundation Board 
which sponsors and maintains the newspaper museum at the Minnesota State Fair.

White Bear’s Notorious Gangsters – The Sequel  **
Monday, July 22, 2013,  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 4698 Clark Avenue, WBL

The White Bear area was a haven for the 1920s and ‘30s era gangsters who wanted to get away from it all. Join 
us to learn some gangster lingo while you hear the tales of infamous visitors such as Ma Barker, Alvin “Creepy” 
Karpis and Baby Face Nelson. Program updated with stories shared by local residents since the first edition was 
offered a few years ago.



Pops on the Porch
Thursday, August 15, 2013, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Fillebrown House, 4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake

Join us for our annual Pops on the Porch celebration on the lawn of the Fillebrown House.  Bring your lawn 
chairs, blankets and picnic supper, if you wish and enjoy the sounds of the Moonlight Serenaders.  This event is 
free but donations are always welcome. 

WBLA Historical Society Scrapbooking Quarterly Crop
Saturday, August 17, 2013, 10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
White Bear Lake Armory, 2228 4th St, White Bear Lake

Enjoy a fun day with friends working on your scrapbook or craft of your choice.  Cost: $30 members/$35 non-
members - includes donuts & coffee, lunch catered by Cup & Cone, dinner catered by Donatelli’s, snacks and 
door prizes. All proceeds benefit the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society and our ongoing efforts to pre-
serve the stories of our community.
Pre-register online http://www.whitebearhistory.org  or call 651-407-5327.

Sponsored by:
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The White Bear Water Ski Company  **
Monday, August 19, 2013,  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 4698 Clark Avenue, WBL

Join us to hear the story of the White Bear Water Ski Company of Bald Eagle from Dennis Zerwas, Jr. grandson 
of the company’s founder, Tom Weinhagen. Today these skis and other recreational products are highly sought 
after collectibles and it all started in White Bear. This presentation will feature the first glimpse at some of the 
old photos and films that have recently been rediscovered and preserved by the White Bear Water Ski Co. Proj-
ect. This is one event you don’t want to miss!

Save the Date!!!  Save the Date!!!  Save the Date!!!  Save the Date!!!

White Bear Area Historic House Tour 2013
Sunday, September 29th, Noon – 6:00 p.m.

Tour 10 fabulous houses on and around White Bear 
Tickets: $25 Advance, $20 WBLAHS members, $30 for all the day of the tour.  Purchase: by phone 651-407-
5327; online at www.whitebearhistory.org; at the WBL Depot - Hwy 61 & 4th St, WBL.

Calendar of Events continued on page 15
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*** FREE event but donations are welcome. 
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s Monthly Program Se-
ries is a partnership with the Ramsey County Library.  This project was 
funded in part or in whole with money from the vote of the people of 
Minnesota on November 4, 2008, which dedicated funding to preserve 
Minnesota’s art and cultural heritage.  Presented by the White Bear Lake 
Area Historical Society, 651 407-5327, www.whitebearhistory.org

White Bear Area Historic House Tour 2013 Sponsors

Signature Sponsor Supporting Sponsor

From Our President...  
  Tracey Montgomery

Happy Spring Members,
  Well we hope it’s spring or are we going to move directly into summer?  Either 

way, a change in temperature would be good.  I had the opportunity to walk around the 
Fillebrown house the other day and plants are starting to come up so that is a good sign.

 And with spring comes a lot of action around the community and we have many items scheduled 
around town.  Watch our calendar and web site for opportunities to volunteer, we need your help!
 We had a setback this year with canceling our spring event, but we will try again during the summer 
for a social event at the Fillebrown House.  Summer, on the lawn at the lake – sounds wonderful!  We are still 
working out the details, so again watch the web site and calendars around town.
 There have been several events that have happened throughout our country these days and I think it 
has us all thinking about our own community and our need to have a sense of place.  The towns around the 
lake have its history to combine us into one family.  I am proud to be a part of this community and happy to 
tell the stories of all the cities that surround the lake.  Each city in its own right has a history that combines us 
all and working together we create a sense of place.  A common definition of community emerged as a group 
of people with diverse characteristics who are linked by social ties, share common perspectives, and engage 
in joint action in geographical locations or settings. 

Enjoy the Spring!!!

 As stated beautifully from our Vice President, Jenni Corbett:  “Our children are our future.  We will be 
their past.”  If you have enjoyed the magic, the memories and the history that the WBLAHS has brought you 
and your family, support us to make your stories and traditions last.  Family supports family, and today is your 
child’s history.
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