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9th Annual White Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s 
Historic House Tour Coming Up!

The White Bear Area Historic House Tour returns on September 27th.

Included on the tour are:

For the better part of a century the Johnson Boat Works, founded 
by Norwegian immigrant John O. Johnson, designed and built 
boats for sailors across North America at this site.   Boat building 
operations ceased at White Bear Lake when the company was sold 
in 1998, but that story lives on through the displays in the Boat 
Works Community Room including a cross-cut Johnson C-Boat 
mounted to the wall to illustrate the boat building craft. 

Boat Works Community room, 4495 
south Lake avenue, White Bear Lake

39 eCho street, mahtomedi

This home was originally designed by Minnesota 
architect Clarence Johnston as the stable for the 
Florence and Edward N. Saunders, Jr. family.  In 
1949 it was converted to a residence for their son.  
An extensive remodel has just been completed which 
updates the home and provides luxurious spaces.

This lakeside home with its expansive porch and 
wonderful views of the lake makes one wonder 
why you might ever leave.  Renovations over the 
years have updated parts of the house, but original 
features such as the leaded glass and the half-
timbering hint back to earlier days.

825 Park avenue, mahtomedi



Historic House Tour continued from page 1

2281 Fourth street, 
White Bear Lake

This Victorian era house has been a home for many 
families over the years.  One notable resident was 
Ramsey County Schools Superintendent George 
Reif in the early part of the twentieth century.  
Wood finishes such as the restored stair railing take 
one back to a time when the Reif family called this 
home. 

The home formerly known as 310 Stewart Avenue was 
constructed on a double lot just off the lake creating a wonderful 
family home for the Brass family.  From here Mr. Brass had an 
easy commute to the Ben Franklin store he owned and managed 
just down Fourth Street. 

4740 steWart avenue, White Bear Lake

This home was originally built as a farmhouse 
on County Road E near Centerville Road in what 
would become Vadnais Heights.  When that area 
was redeveloped the house was saved and moved 
onto this secluded lot near the heart of downtown 
White Bear Lake. 

1932 FiFth street, 
White Bear Lake

Continued on page 3

•Birchwood
•Dellwood
•Mahtomedi
•White Bear Lake 
•White Bear Township

 The White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society is proud to 
serve the following communities:

 Proudly Serving

If you have a story, 
pictures, or any 
information that you 
would like to share, 
please contact Sara at 
651-407-5327



4735 Lake avenue, 
White Bear Lake

The Stick Style cottage 
known as the Fillebrown 
House was built as a 
lakeside cottage in 1879.   
The Fillebrown family 
purchased the property in 
1905 and decided to live here year-round in the 1920s.  More 
than fifty years later siblings Helen and Arthur Fillebrown 
donated their home to the White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society for the community to enjoy. 

Historic House Tour continued from page 2

The lower level of this Dellwood home comes 
complete with a hidden entrance in the foyer and an 
original mural showcasing scenes from the 1920s at 
the lake.  Visit for a feel of what it might have been 
like to partake in one of the grand parties held here 
during the end of the Prohibition era.

sPeakeasy at 17 eCho street, 
deLLWood

dePot & CaBoose, 
4751 highWay 61, 
White Bear Lake

80 oak street, mahtomedi

Ticket Prices:
$25 advance, 

$20 WBLAHS members, 
$30 Day of event at WBL 
Armory (if not sold out)

sunday, sePtemBer 27th

noon – 6 Pm
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Advance Ticket Sales:
WBL Armory 

(4th St. & Cook Ave.)
Phone: 651-407-5327

Online: www.whitebearhistory.org
Mail: Checks payable to WBLAHS 

can be mailed to PO Box 10543, 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

The caboose and depot remain as a reminder of a 
time when there were several sets of tracks spanning 
this site.  Today one track, with an infrequent 
schedule, runs between White Bear Lake and Hugo a 
few times a week and displays of the railroad history 
of our area tell the story from inside the depot.

This Mahtomedi cottage has evolved over the 
past century since its beginnings in an area 
known best for its summer homes.  Thoughtful 
renovations have been completed in the past 
two years to bring out the beauty of the natural 
light and enhance the idea of “living among the 
tree tops”.



Thank you Historic House Tour 2015 Sponsors! 

House Sponsors

Edina Realty of White Bear Lake 
Joy Erickson – Edina Realty

Kathy & Lisa Madore – Edina Realty
Mainstreet

Paul The Plumber, Inc.
The Carlson Clinic of White Bear Lake 

Trade Press Inc.
White Bear Country Inn  

Rudy’s Rooftop – Rudy’s Redeye Grill
White Bear Area Chamber of Commerce

WBLAHS

Supporting Sponsor 
– Press Publications

Signature Sponsor – Grandma’s Bakery

Supporting Sponsor – NewStudio Architecture



Washington Square 
Bar & Grill

Appreciation 
Party Sponsor



Your Society In Action
Throughout the summer the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has participated in the All-American 

Bear campaign showcasing the non-profit organizations of our community and encouraging people to get out 
and about to see the nine bears decorated and located throughout the area.  

Each non-profit was tasked with decorating their bear in a way that 
expresses their mission.  The WBLAHS created History Bear with photos 
of various events and places from our past.  Each photo has a QR code 
that can be scanned and will take you to a webpage about that topic so 
one can learn more about our community – truly fulfilling our mission of  
“connecting our community to its past”!

History Bear spent the summer months on the sidewalk along 
Washington Square 
in the middle of the 
action at Marketfest, 
the Farmer’s Market 
and other summer 
activities.  Earlier 
this month she was 
moved to her new 
home in front of the 
Fillebrown House.  Stop by and check her out – History 
Bear has lots to share!

aLL-ameriCan Bear at 
FiLLeBroWn house

aLL-ameriCan Bear on Washington square

With the Fillebrown House Structural Stabilization Project completed the attention of the White Bear Lake 
Area Historical Society has turned to other needs at the historic site.  As with any property of this 
age, there is no shortage of projects.  Two that have drawn our immediate attention have been the 
condition of the exterior of the structure and the needs of the lawn and landscaping.  

There are several areas of damaged wood that need repair and a large part of the house needs 
repainting.  Due to the fact that the property is on the National Register there are standards that 
must be followed making each task more complex than simply hiring a contractor.  The end 
result is one that ensures the ongoing preservation of an important historic structure, but the 
process does take time and care to complete properly.  The planning aspects of this project are 
completed and proposals have been requested from local contractors.  Work is anticipated to be 
completed in 2016.  

The landscaping of the property has been under review 
throughout this summer season due in part to a grant from the 
Mahtomedi Garden Club to provide plants and materials to 
enhance the flower beds at the Fillebrown.  The general lawn 
care has been maintained by Troop 112.  Attractive and low-
maintenance foundation plantings and other perennials have been 
added to the flower beds throughout the summer.  Additional plans 
continue to evolve for the overall improvement of the grounds.  

One big change we hope to implement this fall is the cleaning 
up of the lakeshore area of the property to provide better views 
from the house.  Please watch for more information and a call for 
volunteers to make the work go more smoothly!

Fillebrown House Progress Continues

one oF the many Beds oF PLants at the 
FiLLeBroWn house



Grants Received
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has a strong track record of receiving grants for a variety of 

projects.  This summer we have been awarded three grants.  Funds requested and received make the following 
projects possible: 
Charles P. Noyes Cottage HVAC Evaluation from the Minnesota Cultural Heritage Grants Program 

through the Minnesota Historical Society   $5,000
This project will provide a HVAC survey and assessment for the C. P. Noyes Cottage (aka Fillebrown House) 
and make recommendations for improved environmental controls for preservation of the structure and artifacts 
within.
White Bear Lake Armory HVAC Evaluation from the Minnesota Cultural Heritage Grants Program 

through the Minnesota Historical Society      $6,000
This project will provide a HVAC survey and assessment for the area of the White Bear Lake armory occupied 
by the WBLAHS and provide recommendations for improved environmental controls for 
preservation of the structure and the artifacts within.
Fillebrown House Flower Beds from the Mahtomedi Garden Club $500

This project will purchase plants and other gardening materials needed to clean up and enhance 
the flower beds at the Fillebrown House.  
Each of these projects represents an important aspect of being good stewards of both the 

Fillebrown House and the collections of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society that are 
housed there and at the White Bear Lake Armory.  We are thankful for these grant awards and 
excited to complete these projects. 

With school back in session now, I can’t help but think back to my own excitement 
over history class. I imagined living in a different era; experiencing hardships, discoveries 
and inventions. I liked the idea of walking to school carrying my lunch in a tin pail, spending 
the day in a one room school house, and using a slate board to practice my handwriting or 
arithmetic.  I liked to think of history 
as a simpler time, but that might not 

necessarily have been the case. But it certainly got my 
imagination going as a child. 

We at the Historical Society anxiously await the 
opportunity to have our own “History Classes” with 
you. We’ve been researching the artifacts housed at 
the Fillebrown with renewed enthusiasm now that the 
Red Chalet has reopened for tours. We’re working on 
a curriculum for all ages to enjoy the story of the Town 
Hall, a place where important decisions were made to lay 
a foundation for this area. And as always, we look forward 
to sharing the stories of YOU. Please take the opportunity 
to share with your family AND the historical society this 
fall. Please share your pictures and mementos with us so 
that we can continue to tell the stories of our community. 

Jenni Corbett

A Letter from the President...

my 4 year oLd “Writing With a Feather, just Like 
they did in the oLden days”



The WBLAHS Greatly Appreciates the Support 
of its Hometown Business Members

Hometown Business Plus Members ($100-249)

Grandma’s Bakery
Knutsen Auto

Hometown 
Business/Organization 

Members ($50-99)

Hometown Business Premium Members ($250-499)

Kathy Madore, Edina 
Realty

Lisa Madore, Edina 
Realty 

NewStudio Architecture
Ramsay & Associates

White Bear Area 
Chamber of Commerce

Edina Realty of White Bear Lake
Hisdahls, Inc.

Hoffman Corner Heating and Air
Judy King Estate Sales

Pine Tree Apple Orchard
Washington Square Grill
White Bear Eye Clinic

Lakeshore Players
VFW Post 1782/VFW Post 1782 

Ladies Auxiliary

White Bear Press



The WBLAHS would like to 
thank Vanessa Miller and Lynette 
Andersen, for getting involved 
and becoming two of our newest 
volunteers.  Lynette reached out last 
fall and has been working with events 
at the Fillebrown House during this 
busy season.  We are so excited to 

have the Fillebrown open again and Lynette has made the tours and events 
a better experience for our many guests.  Thank you, Lynette!

Vanessa came to us as a student who was interested in volunteering particularly over the summer months.  
Vanessa has jumped in and helped out whenever asked to make the Fillebrown a better place.  She has been 
especially diligent about weeding the paver sidewalks which in itself can be a big task!  Thank you, Vanessa!

We would not be able to provide many of our programs, resources and events without our numerous 
volunteers who make things happen.  Whether it is giving tours at the House, sorting papers at the Resource 
Library or answering questions for visitors, we rely heavily on the help of our volunteers.  Thank you to all of 
you—new and continuing!  For more information on what you may be able to do to help please contact us at 
office@whitebearhistory.org.

Volunteer Spotlight

Mission Statement of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society

	 Gathering and maintaining  
 historical information 
 and artifacts. 
	 We are safe keepers of 
 our heritage.

The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society connects the community to its past, fostering an understanding  
and appreciation for our history.  We fulfill our mission by….

	 Educating the community  
 about our history.
	 We are the community  
  storytellers.

	 Encouraging personal
 and community
 responsibility for 
 preserving our physical
 links to the past.  
 We are advocates for   
 historical preservation.

Jenni Corbett, President
Rheanna Raymond, 

Vice President 
Kim Godfrey, Secretary 

Brady Ramsay, Treasurer
Eunice Coté, At-Large
Jo Emerson, At-Large

Shawn Mullaney, At-Large
Dave Peterson, Fire Truck

Michelle Vadnais, 
Out-House

WBLAHS 2015 
Board of 
Directors

Facebook.com/whitebearhistory
Learning from Our 

Past, 
Preserving for Our 

Future.

Make the Fillebrown House Shine Donors
Thank you to the following 
donors who have made 
contributions to support the White 
Bear Lake Area Historical Society:  

Lois Bohon
Trude Harmon

Mary Harrington & Jesse Okie
Stephen Hatfield
Marc & Mia Hoyer
Carol Klein
Chuck Lavallee
Kim & Steve Loomis
Bryan & Karin McGinnis

Geraldine Karakas Moen
Linda Reinhart
Paul O'Leary & Kim Swenson
Jeri & Gordon Ommen
David Van Orsdel
Larry Whitaker
Sue Wolsfeld



White Bear Area Historic House Tour
Noon – 6:00 p.m.
Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society along with Signature Sponsor, 
Grandma’s Bakery and Supporting Sponsor, Press Publications
Now in our ninth year, it will be one you won’t want to miss! Tour ten fantastic sites in the 
White Bear area. It is a self-guided tour and you may visit the sites in whatever order you prefer. 
Your ticket booklet will contain maps and information about each of the stops. Don’t miss this 
rare opportunity to tour these wonderful locations!  Tickets available now!

Signature Sponsor         Supporting Sponsors

***The White Bear Water Ski Company
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Join us to hear the story of the White Bear Water Ski Company of Bald Eagle from Dennis 
Zerwas, Jr. grandson of the company’s founder, Tom Weinhagen. Today these skis and other 
recreational products are highly sought after collectibles and it all started in White Bear.

WBLA Historical Society Scrapbooking Quarterly Crop
10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
White Bear Lake Armory, 2228 4th St, WBL
Enjoy a fun day with friends working on your scrapbook or craft of your choice.  Cost: $30 
members/$35 nonmembers - includes donuts & coffee, lunch catered by Cup & Cone, dinner 
catered by Donatelli’s, snacks and door prizes. All proceeds benefit the White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society and our ongoing efforts to preserve the stories of our community.
Pre-register online http://www.whitebearhistory.org  or call 651-407-5327.

Sponsored by:

2015 Calendar of Events

Sunday
September 
27th

Monday
September 
28th

Saturday
October 3rd

More events will be added in the near future.  For more details on these events and more visit 
whitebearhistory.org, facebook.com/whitebearhistory or call 651-407-5327.

Calendar of Events continued on page 11



***White Bear Lake – All America City – 50 Years Later
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Look Magazine named White Bear Lake an “All-America” City for 1964 and a year of 
celebrations began.  The summer of 1965 was filled with events and activities honoring area 
organizations and accomplishments.  Join us to learn about what was being celebrated 50 years 
ago, what has changed and what has remained the same. 

WBLAHS Annual Meeting Dinner & Program
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
Save the Date! Details to be determined 

***Church and Vital Records – the Bedrock of Genealogy
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Establishing relationships is the core element of genealogy. Records of the facts of births, 
marriage and death are the bedrock of genealogy. The best records of these events and the people 
involved were created by churches and governments. Learn how to find them, how to fully 
understand them and how to use them to best effect.

***The Story of the White Bear Armory
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Join us to hear the story of the White Bear Armory building that has served our area in a 
variety of ways since it opened in 1922. From sending our soldiers off to World War II to local 
coronations and dances, the armory has been at the heart of our community for decades.

*** White Bear’s Commitment to Service
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
From the Civil War to current service members our area has had a tradition of providing and 
supporting troops. Join us to learn about our many veterans and their contributions and sacrifices 
throughout the decades.

Christmas Decorating at the Fillebrown House
9:00 a.m. – Noon
4735 Lake Avenue, WBL
Come join us for a fun morning decorating the Fillebrown House for all our upcoming holiday 
events! Refreshments, door prizes, and holiday music will help set the mood. RSVP to          
651-407-5327 or office@whitebearhistory.org.

Wednesday
October 21st

Thursday
October 22nd

Monday
October 26th

Monday
November 
16th 

Wednesday
November 
18th

Saturday
November 
28th

Calendar of Events continued from page 10

Calendar of Events continued on page 12



*** FREE event but donations are welcome. 

The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s Monthly 
Program Series is a partnership with the Ramsey County 
Library.  This project was funded in part or in whole with 
money from the vote of the people of Minnesota on November 
4, 2008, which dedicated funding to preserve Minnesota’s art 
and cultural heritage.  Presented by the White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society, 651 407-5327, www.whitebearhistory.org

Calendar of Events continued from page 11

Friday
December 4th

Saturday
December 5th

Sunday
December 6th 

Thursday
December 
10th

Member’s Christmas Party
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
4735 Lake Avenue, WBL
WBLAHS Members are invited to the annual Member’s Party to visit with friends and enjoy the 
Fillebrown House in all its holiday splendor.  Refreshments will be served.

Holiday Tours at the Fillebrown House
1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m. & 3:00 p.m.
4735 Lake Avenue, WBL
Experience the magic of the Fillebrown House decked out in all its holiday splendor. 
Knowledgeable guides will amuse you with stories of the Fillebrown family and the lakeside 
cottage they called home while holiday treats tantalize your taste buds. Open for public tours 
one day only during the holiday season! Don’t miss it!
Tour times: 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 Tours last approx. 1 hour 
$5 Adults, $3 12 & under, WBLAHS members free
Reservations Recommended: 651-407-5327 

Christmas Tea at the Fillebrown House
4735 Lake Avenue, WBL
Save the date – details coming soon!

Children’s Story Time at the Fillebrown House
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
4735 Lake Avenue, WBL
Children are invited to the Fillebrown House to sit by the magnificently decorated Christmas 
tree and listen to holiday poems and stories. Hot or cold cider and cookies will be served. 
Children are welcome to wear their pajamas, if they wish. 
Due to the popularity of this program, reservations are required: 651-407-5327
Please make your reservations early, space is limited. $2 per person.



2016 Calendars to Arrive Soon!

Look for the twelfth edition of the White 
Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s Historic 
Photo Calendar to arrive in area businesses 
this fall.  The calendar includes views from 
around our area as well as tidbits of local 
history on individual dates throughout.  
Look for your copy soon!

The Second Annual Cake Walk at A Walk Down Memory Lane was a wonderful hit with attendees.  
Grandma’s Bakery donated more than 100 cakes to be won by enthusiastic cake walkers.  Thank you to John 
and Debbie Lupo and the entire Grandma’s Bakery crew for providing an evening of old-fashioned fun in 
downtown White Bear Lake.  

Cake Walk A Huge Hit

the CroWds are gathered For the soCiaL 
event oF the summer season – the Cake WaLk



White Bear Lake Area Historical Society Membership Application
 

 Name _______________________________________________________________________                                                           

 Address  _____________________________________________________________________                                            
  

City _______________________________ State ________________ Zip__________________                

 Phone__________________________  Email ________________________________________                                   

Check level of membership: 

______Individual $20             ______Family/Household $30             ______Patron $80
______ Benefactor $150         ______Preservationist $300                  ______Aerial $500

______Summit $1000             ______Other $______       
     

Send with check to WBLAHS, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, Minnesota 55110-0543

The Moonlight Serenaders provided 
another wonderful performance for Pops 
on the Porch at the Fillebrown House on 
Thursday, August 20th.   After several days 
of rain, the weather cleared and the evening 
was perfect!  Special thanks to Jan Holtz 
and her whole crew who made the evening a 
success.  

Immediately prior to the performance 
those who had purchased engraved pavers 
over the past year were invited to see 

their pavers "unveiled" and enjoy a 
few refreshments.  The paver program 
continues to grow and support the many 
projects at the FIllebrown House.  We are 
grateful for the support of all who have 
made a contribution to the White Bear 
Lake Area Historical Society in this way.

reLaxing at PoPs on the PorCh

enjoying the moonLight serenaders

Pops on the Porch Was a Great Night!



The Fillebrown House has been a part of White Bear Lake for more than a century. 
Its many rooms have been a home to several families and have provided a memorable 
venue for weddings, teas, and community events. 

Through donations and volunteer support, the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has been able to preserve 
the Fillebrown House and keep it open for public enjoyment.

... And Make Your Mark
 
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society offers you a very personal way to make your mark on White Bear 
Lake history. Through a $250 donation to help fund ongoing maintenance of the Fillebrown House, you can 
purchase an engraved paving brick.
 
The bricks are engraved with your personal inscription. Commission one to commemorate special events, such 
as weddings or a birth; recognize a donation made by you, or give as a one-of-a kind gift.
 
Engraved bricks are an ongoing fundraising opportunity that allows the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society 
to stay committed to fulfilling its mission by encouraging personal and community responsibility for preserving 
our physical links to the past.  To see bricks already in place visit the front walk of the Fillebrown House.
 
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society operates without direct operating support from any governmental 
budget. We are dependent upon contributions from members of the community, grants and our outreach programs.
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Engraved Brick Order Form 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________                                                   
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________                                                
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________                                                
Telephone:   _____________________________________________________________________________                                           
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________                                                    

Preserve History...

Engraved Brick: $250 ea.
To order more than one brick, provide the information for 
that brick on a separate sheet or contact the White Bear 
Lake Area Historical Society, 651-407-5327.
 
Payment Method:
o Check payable to WBLAHS (enclosed)
o MasterCard/Visa or Discover
Account #:___________________________                         
Exp. date: _______________ CVV Code: ___________        
Cardholder signature: ____________________________                    

Please complete & mail to: White Bear Lake Area Historical Society, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, MN 55110. 

Inscription	(20 characters per line maximum)

Line 1:

------------------------------------------------------

Line 2 (optional):

------------------------------------------------------

Line 3 (optional):

------------------------------------------------------
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