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11th Annual White Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s 
Historic House Tour Coming Up!

The White Bear Area Historic House Tour returns on September 24th.

Included on the tour are:

The main house on this property was designed by American architect David Adler for Dr. Egil and Rachel 
Boeckmann in 1916.  Rachel Boeckmann was the daughter of James J. and Mary T. Hill. Their daughter 
Gertrude Boeckmann Ffolliott and her husband Peter Ffolliott along with their five children made this 
their home.  The original construction of the house  on the northern shore of Echo Lake took a period of 
several years.  In recent years, the property has changed hands and a full renovation was undertaken that 
took nearly as long as the original construction.  You won’t want to miss this rare opportunity to see this 
beautiful home. 

100 Highway 96 East
Dellwood

Built in 1917-23OPEN ONLY 1-4PM DURING THE TOUR

Mission Statement of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society connects the community to its past, cultivating an 
understanding  and appreciation for our history.  We fulfill our mission by….

	 Gathering and maintaining historical information and artifacts.  We are safe keepers of our heritage.

	 Educating the community about our history.  We are the community storytellers.

	 Encouraging personal and community responsibility for preserving our physical links to the past.  We are 
            advocates for historical preservation.
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4571 Lake Avenue 
White Bear Lake 

Built in 1904
This summer cottage near the lake was built toward 
the end of the White Bear’s resort boom when the 
Village of White Bear was transitioning into a year-
round community.  For nearly three decades this 
was the home of long-time White Bear librarian Ada 
Palmer and her sister Leona.  The front portion of the 
house remains as the original cottage with an addition 
at the back to better suit a modern family. 

5505 Portland Avenue, 
White Bear Township

Built in 1915

This altered farmhouse has an eclectic style as a 
result of the additions and renovations through the 
years.  The original plat of 80 acres was registered 
as Rice's Addition to White Bear in January of 1887 
by William G. Gaston and included the North ½ 
of the NE ¼ of Section 12 of historic White Bear 
Township.  The addition on the north end adds a 
rustic, almost western, feel to the living space and a 
comfortable kitchen.  

2181 Cedar Avenue
White Bear Lake 

Built in 1959

The home at 2181 Cedar was constructed by the Kenneth Bacchus Construction Company during White 
Bear’s biggest building boom.  The original owners made the decision to remain in their split level home for 
as long as possible.  Among the recent renovations to make aging in place easier is a completely remodeled 
kitchen and first floor layout.
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4942 Johnson Avenue 
White Bear Lake

Built in 1927
In 1891 this property was 
part of a large area of land 
sold to the White Bear Land 
Company for $3,000.  Even 
though it is only a block 
off the lake, property this 
far north of downtown not 
directly on the lakeshore 
was slow to develop.  
Owners have enclosed 
porches and remodeled the 
kitchen over the years.  The 
current owner has restored 
the wood floors and trim 
throughout the house 
and added the Caribbean 
inspired porch to the front. 

White Bear Town Hall
1279 Hammond Road, 
White Bear Township

Built in 1885, 
Moved in 1910, 1951 & 2015

The residents of White Bear Township approved 
the building of a Town Hall at their Annual 
Meeting in 1885.  By the end of that year, a 
structure was erected that has lasted more than 
125 years where it has served its residents and 
connected them to their government, allowed 
them to conduct business and linked them to 
their past.  Evidence has been uncovered to 
connect Cass Gilbert to the project.  In 2015 the 
structure was moved to Polar Lakes Park where it 
has been undergoing extensive study and work to 
better tell its story and that of the community.  

Ticket Prices:
$25 advance, 

$20 WBLAHS members, 
$30 Day of event at WBL 
Armory (if not sold out)

The Tour is sunday, sepTember 24Th,  noon – 6 pm

Visa, mastercard or discoVer accepted

At: WBL Armory 
(4th St. & Cook Ave.)
Phone: 651-407-5327

Online: www.whitebearhistory.org

Mail: Checks payable to WBLAHS 
can be mailed to PO Box 10543, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Advance Ticket Sales
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This home is known as the Honey Bee Hill House 
in reference to the beekeeping that happens in the 
neighborhood.  With its paneled walls and built 
ins, screened porch, brickwork and expansive 
hearths the home has a comfortable, rustic feel that 
is a cross between a midwestern farmhouse and 
a northwoods cabin.  The Honey Bee Hill House 
continues Birchwood’s tradition of hospitality as 
an Airbnb property, a modern person to person 
online outlet for unique accommodations.

honey bee hill house

720 birchwood avenue

birchwood

builT in 1967

426 Park Avenue
Mahtomedi

Built ca. 1912-14
This converted summer cottage sits high 
atop a crest overlooking the wonderfully 
landscaped lot.  The height provides the 
opportunity for large picture windows 
throughout and fantastic views while 
maintaining a sense of seclusion and 
privacy.  The house has undergone 
extensive remodeling with recent updates 
by the current owners using creative 
techniques such as angled countertops in 
the kitchen to draw the dining area closer. 

This home is built on a portion of the 80 acres 
once owned by Thomas B. Campbell.  Adlore 
and Ellen Vadnais acquired the lot in 1912 and 
moved in with their young family which would 
rapidly grow. This house is a wonderful example 
of a year-round home in White Bear unlike many 
summer cottages that were later converted. 

1979 Fourth Street
White Bear Lake

Built in 1912



Fillebrown house

4735 lake avenue, 
whiTe bear lake

builT in 1879
The Fillebrown House charmingly illustrates 
the resort era of White Bear.  Built in the 
rustic style then popular in Eastern resorts like 
Martha’s Vineyard, the cottage is a rare example 
of American Picturesque Architecture in the 
Midwest.  Charles and Emily Noyes built the 
structure as a lakeside cottage in 1879. 

Historic House Tour continued from page 4

•Birchwood
•Dellwood
•Mahtomedi
•White Bear Lake 
•White Bear Township

 The White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society is proud to 
serve the following communities:

 Proudly Serving

If you have a story, 
pictures, or any 
information that you 
would like to share, 
please contact Sara at 
651-407-5327

It is amazing what a small number of dedicated people 
can accomplish.  The White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society is made up of a several core groups who take on 

various tasks and projects.  This spring, the WBLAHS and its volunteers 
committed to physically doing the work necessary to turn the interior 
of the White Bear Town Hall into a safe, usable space for public 
programming.  Since April, over 100 volunteer hours have been spent 
tearing out carpet, knocking down mildewed drywall and removing nails 
and insulation in preparation for new walls, lighting and flooring for the 
building.  During this process, we have learned much about the building 
itself.  People often say, “If these walls could talk...”.  In this instance 
they have.  We have documentary evidence of a grass fire in April of 
1923 that “nearly destroyed” the Town Hall.  Now, we have physical 
evidence of the fire from its entry point, to the reconstructed back wall 
on through to the charred rafters.  All of these clues are being captured 
and documented to help us determine what the building once looked like 
and what has changed.  The evolution of this building and how it helps 
tell the story of the Town of White Bear is a fascinating one.  Please join 
us at Township Day on September 9th or during the White Bear Area 
Historic House Tour on September 24th to learn more about what we 
have uncovered, what plans there are for the future and how you can be a 
part of this important work!
   Contributions in support of the White Bear Town Hall Restoration can 
be made at whitebearhistory.org or by contacting me at 651-407-5327.  
Please consider being a part of history!

-Sara Markoe Hanson

From the Director’s Desk... 

Learning from Our 
Past, 

Preserving for Our 
Future.
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Thank you Historic House Tour 2017 Sponsors! 

House Sponsors
Edina Realty of White Bear Lake 

Joy Erickson – Edina Realty
Kathy & Lisa Madore – Edina Realty

Mainstreet
Paul The Plumber, Inc.

The Carlson Clinic of White Bear Lake 
Trade Press Inc.

White Bear Country Inn  
Rudy’s Rooftop – Rudy’s Redeye Grill

WBLAHS

Supporting Sponsor – Press Publications

Signature Sponsor – Grandma’s Bakery

Supporting Sponsor – NewStudio Architecture
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Washington Square 
Bar & Grill

Appreciation 
Party Sponsor

President: Rheanna O’Brien, White Bear Township
Past President: Jenni Corbett, Mahtomedi
Secretary: Eunice Coté, White Bear Lake

Treasurer: Brady Ramsay, Dellwood

Jo Emerson, White Bear Lake
Kerri Kindsvater, White Bear Lake

Nick Lindgren, Mahtomedi
Dave Peterson, White Bear Lake

Jeanenne Rausch, White Bear Township

WBLAHS 2017 Board of Directors

A Letter from the President...
I recently ran across a reflection that John F. Kennedy wrote for the magazine American 
Heritage over fifty years ago.  The article focuses on our Nation’s memory and that the study 
of history is not a mere pastime, but how a nation establishes its sense of identity and purpose.  
Kennedy discusses how a memory enables an individual to learn, to choose goals and stick to 
them, to avoid making the same mistake twice—in short, to grow.  That the future arises out of 
the past, and a country’s history is a statement of values and hope. 

I like to think that we share some of John F Kennedy’s same ideals and perspectives about the memories of our 
surrounding communities. As August comes to a close and the new school year draws near, we often reflect on 
our time spent during the summer months.  The White Bear Lake Historical Society has been busy building and 
preserving memories of our great community. We paraded and marched through Manitou Days and Marketfest, 
had an opportunity to attend some phenomenal library programs, listened to some great music at the Fillebrown 
house, and even got a chance to learn more about F. Scott Fitzgerald. In the upcoming months, we are excitedly 
preparing for the Historic House Tour, the renovations of the Town Hall, and Christmas at the Fillebrown House. 
We take our mission seriously. “We Save History” is more than a slogan; through your help, we hope to become 
the storehouse of our shared memory and thereby establish our local and historical identity. Our future is written 
in our past, and it’s a colorful tale of people, places, and perseverance.

Rheanna O’Brien



Your Society In Action

Tuesday, June 22nd brought Scott and Zelda 
Fitzgerald back to White Bear for a day - at least 
figuratively – when scholars from around the world 
converged on St. Paul for the International F. Scott 
Fitzgerald Conference and an outing to White Bear 
Lake.  

  The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society was on 
hand to present information on the resort history of the 
area and Wildwood Amusement Park. Narrated tours 
on land and water gave the attendees a glimpse into the 
landscape that would have been part of the allure bringing 
the Fitzgeralds to town.

Turn Back Time Tuesday

The Manitou Days committee recognized this year's 
milestone anniversary with the theme "50 Years of Fun in 
the Sun" during the three week festival this year.  Many fun 
events took place, but our annual favorite is "A Walk Down 
Memory Lane" when the WBLAHS has the opportunity to 
showcase local history on 4th Street during the second week 
of Marketfest.  

The crowd favorite during that event is the 
"Old-Fashioned Cake Walk" sponsored by 
Grandma's Bakery with proceeds benefitting the 
WBLAHS.   What a fun way to raise money to 
support the important work of preserving our 
history.  Thank you Grandma's Bakery for all 
you do in our community!

A Fun Time for All

GuesTs aT Turn back Time Tuesday enjoy speakers aT 
The boaT works commons communiTy room

conFerence aTTendees were serenaded durinG The 
boaT Tour porTion oF The evenT
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The WBLAHS Greatly Appreciates the Support 
of its Hometown Business Members

Hometown Business Plus Members ($100-249)

Hometown 
Business/Organization 

Members ($50-99)

Hometown Business Premium Members ($250-499)
Kathy Madore, Edina 

Realty
Lisa Madore, Edina 

Realty 
NewStudio Architecture

Virtual Staging, LLC
White Bear Lawn & 

Snow

Hisdahls, Inc.
Judy King Estate Sales

Lakeshore Players
Sunbear Medspa & Salon 

Grandma’s Bakery
Knutsen Auto 

Pine Tree Apple Orchard
Ramsay & Associates 

Washington Square Grill
White Bear Eye Clinic

VFW Post 1782/VFW Post 1782 
Ladies Auxiliary

White Bear Press



Maureen’s Musings

Orville Hickman Browning (1806 – 1881) was a Republican Senator from Illinois. He was appointed to fill 
the U.S. Senate seat of Stephen A. Douglas after Douglas’ untimely death from Typhoid fever in 1861. After 
a bid for re-election failed in 1862, he returned to private practice in Washington, D.C., and later served as 
Secretary of the Interior from 1866 – 1869.

Browning was a native Kentuckian, a conservative Quincy, Illinois, lawyer, and loyal friend and esteemed critic 
of Abraham Lincoln. Browning and Lincoln first became acquainted in the mid-1830s in Vandalia, where they 
were both elected to the state legislature and while riding the circuit as aspiring young lawyers.  

The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has two letters from a George William Ladd to Mrs. J. W. 
Fillebrown regarding the purchase of two chairs from Senator Browning’s home in Quincy, Il. The first letter, 
dated January 31, 1912, indicates that the chairs are part of a set of six. …”and want to tell you, you have a 
good bargin [sic] and can show them as from the Browning Home and then can say that Abriham Lincon [sic] 
had sat in them many times, as that was where he was entertained many many times as all Quincy old time 
citizens will tell you…”

A subsequent letter dated April 12, 1912 states, “You will have when they are finished 2 chairs that you will 
prize as almost gold, as they are surely treasures, if my wife had been living I would not have parted with them 
as they were in the Browning Home from the early days when they were the great and good of all time while 
they lived and the great friends who so royaly [sic] entertained Abiham [sic] Lincoln…”

Thus “The Lincoln Chair” came into the possession of Harriet Coxe Fillebrown, and the questions begin. One 
of the most glaring is that I’d heard we have one chair at the Fillebrown House, and both of these letters speak 
of her purchasing two of them. The second issue is that nowhere in our documentation do we have a description 
of one (or both) of these chairs other than they had needed to be repaired. In addition to the fact that no type of 
chair is mentioned, there is also no mention of wood composition, carving, upholstery, or caning.

Newspaper clippings further the mystery. Two articles – one from the 1940’s and one from the late 70’s – point 
to different chairs as being “The Lincoln Chair”. When I first began at the WBLAHS, “The Lincoln Chair” 
placard was inadvertently resting on a moss-green rocker in the Dining Room. The newspaper articles point to 
a carved side chair and an upholstered desk chair – neither one of which has a twin. Finally, during this past 
Saturday’s tours, a woman informed me that when she toured years ago, “The Lincoln Chair” was identified as 
a fine old caned rocker that inhabits Harriet and Jonas Fillebrown’s downstairs bedroom. 

I’m at a loss. I’ve been avoiding mentioning “The Lincoln Chair” during events at the Fillebrown House, 
because I simply don’t know which chair it is. Saturday’s questions again brought this mystery to the forefront. 
I need your help. Readers, please let me know what you know about this conundrum, so we can put Abraham 
Lincoln in his correct seat. You can email me at maureen@whitebearhistory.org or call the offices at The White 
Bear Lake Area Historical Society

.-Maureen RaymondFacebook.com/whitebearhistory



2017 Calendar of Events
More events will be added in the near future.  For more details on these events and more visit 
whitebearhistory.org, facebook.com/whitebearhistory or call 651-407-5327.

Calendar of Events continued on page 12

SEPTEMBER
White Bear Township Day
Saturday, September 9th  2:00 – 8:00 p.m. Followed by fireworks display 
Polar Lakes Park, 1280 Hammond Road, White Bear Township 
Stop by and say hi to the WBLAHS crew at the tenth annual Township Day celebration.  We will be there with 
information on the White Bear Town Hall Project, fun games, history tidbits and trivia.  Don’t miss the first 
chance to see what’s been happening at the Historic Town Hall during its transformation!

White Bear Area Historic House Tour 
Sunday, September 24, 2017,   Noon-6:00 p.m.
Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society along with Signature Sponsor, Grandma’s Bakery 
and Supporting Sponsors, Press Publications and NewStudio Architecture.
Now in our eleventh year, it will be one you won’t want to miss! Tour ten fantastic sites in the White Bear area. 
It is a self-guided tour and you may visit the sites in whatever order you prefer. Your ticket booklet will contain 
maps and information about each of the stops. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to tour these wonderful 
locations!  Tickets will be available after Labor Day.

Signature Sponsor:   Supporting Sponsors:

***History of Stillwater
Monday, September 25th  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, White Bear Lake
Join us as we welcome Brent Peterson, Executive Director of the Washington County Historical Society, as our 
guest speaker to talk about the history of Stillwater, Minnesota’s Birthplace.

***Dellwood – 100 Years & Counting
Monday, October 16th  6:30-7:30 p.m.
Washington County Library – Wildwood Branch, 763 Stillwater Road, Mahtomedi
Dellwood, Minnesota, a small hamlet on the north shore of White Bear Lake, has been the summer playground 
for many of St. Paul’s social elite for more than a century. The summer cottages eventually turned to year-round 
homes designed by some of Minnesota’s most esteemed architects of the early twentieth century including Cass 
Gilbert, Clarence Johnston and Emanuel Masqueray. The lore of Dellwood drew famous visitors such as F. 
Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald. It seems no one was immune to the lake community’s charms. Join us to see images 
of grand homes and hear stories of those golden days.



Calendar of Events continued from page 11

Calendar of Events continued on page 13

WBLAHS Annual Meeting & Dinner
Thursday, October 26th  – Details to be released soon!

Gangster Bus Tour
Saturday, October 28th 10:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
Come along for an adventurous outing to explore the hideouts and haunts of the 1930s era gangsters who laid 
low in the cottages around White Bear and Bald Eagle Lakes. Sights include a Mahtomedi speakeasy and the 
location of a notorious dance club.
Tours depart at 10:00 a.m. AND 11:30 a.m.
$20/$15 WBLAHS Members. 
Reservations Required: https://squareup.com/store/whitebearhistory/item/gangster-bus-tour
Or call 651-407-5327 during open hours
Bus departs from the White Bear Lake Armory, 2228 Fourth St.

***Getting Started the Right Way With Your Genealogy
Monday, October 23rd  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Join Certified Genealogist Tom Rice and learn some tips that will help get you off on the right foot as you begin 
exploring this fascinating and rewarding activity.  

***How Can I Be Better at Using the Internet for My Genealogy? 
Monday, November 27th  6:00-7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, White Bear Lake
Join Certified Genealogist Tom Rice as he focuses on a series of key questions:  How to do effective searches on 
the internet?  What are the key genealogy web sites?  How do I get the most out of some of these key sites such 
as:  Familysearch.org and ancestry.com? What about the quality of information on the web? 

Christmas Decorating Party at the Fillebrown House
Saturday, November 25th 9:00 a.m.-Noon
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
Come join us for a fun morning decorating the Fillebrown House for all our upcoming holiday events! 
Refreshments, door prizes, and holiday music will help set the mood. RSVP to 651-407-5327 or office@
whitebearhistory.org.

WBLAHS Members’ Christmas Party 
Friday, December 1st 6:00-9:00 p.m.
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake

Holiday Tours at the Fillebrown House
Saturday, December 2nd 1:00, 2:00 & 3:00 p.m.
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
Experience the magic of the Fillebrown House decked out in all its holiday splendor. Knowledgeable guides 
will amuse you with stories of the Fillebrown family and the lakeside cottage they called home while holiday 
treats tantalize your taste buds. Open for public tours one day only during the holiday season! Don’t miss it!
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Tour times: 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 Tours last approx. 1 hour 
$5 General Public, WBLAHS members free
Reservations Recommended: 651-407-5327 or whitebearhistory.org in the online store.

Children’s Story Time at the Fillebrown House
Thursday, December 7th  6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
Children are invited to the Fillebrown House to sit by the magnificently decorated Christmas tree and listen to 
holiday poems and stories. Hot or cold cider and cookies will be served. Children are welcome to wear their 
pajamas, if they wish. 
$5 per person Due to the popularity of this program, advance tickets are required: whitebearhistory.org in the 
online store or 651-407-5327 

***FREE event but donations are welcome.  Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society in 
partnership with the Ramsey County Library-White Bear Lake.  
651-407-5327, www.whitebearhistory.org, www.facebook.com/whitebearhistory.

Help Protect Your Estate and Provide 
Long-Term Support for the Society

Planned Giving Program Helps You & Helps Us
A well-planned planned giving program is a proven way to help you achieve your financial and philanthropic 

goals. Planned Giving may help you to:
•    Obtain a charitable income tax deduction   •    Avoid or reduce capital gains taxes
•    Avoid probate costs     •    Reduce estate taxes
•    Reduce federal income taxes    •    Provide a continuous income for your retirement
From the Historical Society’s perspective, planned giving allows us to … plan! The Historical Society is 
evolving. There are new opportunities ahead to have an even stronger presence in the community. As more 
people set up planned gifts naming the Historical Society as one of their beneficiaries, we can confidently take 
action on the opportunities.
If your gift is greater than $10,000, you can restrict its use – toward educational programs, house restoration, 
costumes, whatever you want. The key is to make a gift through your estate and let us know. 
For more information on Planned Giving, please contact Sara Hanson at 651-407-5327 or 
sara@whitebearhistory.org.

Allina Dollars for Doers 
contribution in the name 

of Therese DeMay 

Memorials
Gifts in memory of David Markoe, Sr. 

Denise Harrington

Stamp of the Corporate Seal of the "Bear's Den" 
at White Bear Lake, Minnesota

By David Gehrenbeck

Donations



The Fillebrown House has been a part of White Bear Lake for more than a century. 
Its many rooms have been a home to several families and have provided a memorable 
venue for weddings, teas, and community events. 

Through donations and volunteer support, the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has been able to 
preserve the Fillebrown House and keep it open for public enjoyment.

... And Make Your Mark 
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society offers you a very personal way to make your mark on White Bear 
Lake history. Through a $250 donation to help fund ongoing maintenance of the Fillebrown House, you can 
purchase an engraved paving brick. 
The bricks are engraved with your personal inscription. Commission one to commemorate special events, such 
as weddings or a birth; recognize a donation made by you, or give as a one-of-a kind gift. 
Engraved bricks are an ongoing fundraising opportunity that allows the White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society to stay committed to fulfilling its mission by encouraging personal and community responsibility for 
preserving our physical links to the past.  To see bricks already in place visit the front walk of the Fillebrown 
House. 
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society operates without direct operating support from any governmental 
budget. We are dependent upon contributions from members of the community, grants and our outreach 
programs.
           ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Engraved Brick Order Form  
Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________                                                   

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________                                                

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________                                                

Telephone:   _____________________________________________________________________________                                           

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________                                                    

Preserve History...

Engraved Brick: $250 ea.
To order more than one brick, provide the information for 
that brick on a separate sheet or contact the White Bear 
Lake Area Historical Society, 651-407-5327.
 
Payment Method:
o Check payable to WBLAHS (enclosed)
o MasterCard/Visa or Discover
Account #:___________________________                         
Exp. date: _______________ CVV Code: ___________        
Cardholder signature: ____________________________                    

Please complete & mail to: White Bear Lake Area Historical Society, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, MN 55110. 

Inscription (20 characters per line maximum)

Line 1:

------------------------------------------------------

Line 2 (optional):

------------------------------------------------------

Line 3 (optional):

------------------------------------------------------



White Bear Lake Area Historical Society Membership Application
 

 Name _______________________________________________________________________                                                           

 Address  _____________________________________________________________________                                            
  

City _______________________________ State ________________ Zip__________________                

 Phone__________________________  Email ________________________________________                                   

Check level of membership: 

______Individual $20             ______Family/Household $30             ______Patron $80
______ Benefactor $150         ______Preservationist $300                  ______Aerial $500

______Summit $1000             ______Other $______       
     

Send with check to WBLAHS, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, Minnesota 55110-0543

The Bear’s Den was a local effort during 
World War II in response to the marked 
increase in juvenile delinquency that had been 
noted by many of the high school teachers.  
Some blamed a lack of supervision due to the 
fact that parents were enlisted or working to 
support the war effort.  Others felt it was a 
lack of organized purpose for the youth of the 
community.  Whatever the case, an effort was 
undertaken to provide a Youth Center featuring 
supervised activities for the young people 
of our area.  A fundraising effort was soon 
underway. 
The Bear’s Den, as the Youth Center was 
officially known, was located in the building at the southeast corner of Banning Avenue 

and Third Street.  
Parents took turns 
chaperoning the 
activities at the 
Bear’s Den for 
about a year and 
then the effort 
ended due to lack 
of support. 

The Bear’s Den

bear’s den locaTion aT souTheasT corner oF banninG avenue 
and Third sTreeT

conTribuTion Form

sTamp oF The 
corporaTe seal oF 
The “bear’s den” 
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