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The 12th Annual Historic House Tour is Coming Up!

he White Bear Area Historic House Tour returns on September 30th.

Included on the tour are:

2203 Second Street,
White Bear Lake
Built ca. 1904
This charming turn of the century home
has ties to White Bear’s resort era and
several of the other properties on the
tour this year. The leaded glass windows
and built-in features take one back to its
early days in the heart of the downtown
area.

2355 Fifth Street,
White Bear Lake
Built in 2016
Recently constructed to replace an
early White Bear cottage, this home
was designed with a true sense of the
neighborhood that surrounds it. One
can almost imagine it was crafted
during the lake’s booming cottage
days.

Historic House Tour continued on page 2

Historic House Tour continued from page 1

4148 Summit Lane,
WB Township
Built in 1932
This property in the Bellaire neighborhood was
originally constructed by Cecil and Dorothea John
and was known as 32 Summit Lane before the houses
in the area were renumbered. The property consists
of three lots providing an expansive lawn for a
restorative garden.

2258 Third Street,
White Bear Lake
Built in 2016
This property, once known as 406 Third Street
was once part of the large grounds of the Hotel
Chateaugay which fronted on the triangle at
Lake Avenue where Second Street and Stewart
Avenue converge. The original home on this site
was razed in 2016 to make way for a new home
that could take full advantage of the lot and
energy-efficiency advances that have occurred
over the past century. While the current structure
is new construction, it maintains the scale and
proportion of a cottage that would be expected in
this neighborhood.

White Bear Town Hall
1279 Hammond Road
Built in 1885,
Moved in 1910, 1951 &
2015

The White Bear Town Hall continues to
tell its story through plaster marks, charred
timbers and paint chips. Stop by to see
what has been uncovered to date and
what the White Bear Lake Area Historical
Society has in store for this remarkable
Cass Gilbert designed structure.
Historic House Tour continued on page 3

Historic House Tour continued from page 2

25 Dellwood Avenue,
Dellwood
Built ca. 1929

If you were able to see this home during
the Historic House Tour 2012 you know
it was a charmer. If you missed it, here’s
your chance. Either way you will not
want to pass it up this time. The recent
updates and renovations that make this
historic beauty a comfortable modern
family home are definitely worth the
visit.

WB Loft
2170 Third Street,
White Bear Lake
Built in the 1880s
This property has seen many
changes over the decades. Built as
separate buildings, the structures
surrounding the commercial
building on this site have been
meshed and separated in various
iterations. The upper level
apartment began as family living
space for the proprietor of the
shop below. Today it is an updated
and trendy AirBNB in the middle
of downtown White Bear Lake.

2121 Eighth Street,
White Bear Lake
Built in 1948
Built immediately after World War II this
home was on the cusp of the building boom
that would quadruple the population of the
White Bear area between 1950 and 1970.
This lot would have initially been on the outer
boundary of the Village of White Bear.
Historic House Tour continued on page 4
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St John in the Wilderness
Episcopal Church
2175 First Street,
White Bear Lake,
Built in 1926
St. John in the Wilderness Episcopal Church
is the first church organized in White
Bear. This solidly constructed building
was consecrated on June 20, 1926 and
replaced a smaller frame church building.
The magnificent stained glass and ornate
woodwork are a sight to behold.

Fillebrown House
4735 Lake Avenue,
White Bear Lake
Built in 1879
The Fillebrown House charmingly illustrates
White Bear’s golden resort years as an example
of the rustic Stick Style of architecture. With
many furnishings contributed from the three
families who owned the cottage over the years
the house serves as a timeline of its history.

Bonus Site:
White Bear Lake Armory
2228 Fourth Street, White
Bear Lake
Built in 1922 & Rebuilt in 1929
The former National Guard Armory at the
southwest corner of Fourth Street and Cook Avenue
has been nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places as an example of the distinct style
of armory architecture between World War I and
World War II. As an added bonus, the armory gym
will be outfitted with an entire miniature circus
featuring the circus parade, a big top and thousands of individually
hand-painted spectators. You won’t want to miss this rare opportunity!
Historic House Tour continued on page 5
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Advance Ticket Sales

The Tour is Sunday, September 30th, Noon – 6 pm
At: WBL Armory
(4th St. & Cook Ave.)
Phone: 651-407-5327
Online: www.whitebearhistory.org

Mail: Checks payable to WBLAHS
can be mailed to PO Box 10543,
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Visa, mastercard or Discover accepted

Ticket Prices:
$25 advance,
$20 WBLAHS members,
$30 Day of event at WBL
Armory (if not sold out)

History & Change
by WBLAHS Member Mark Dittman

W

e sat on my mother’s deck, overlooking the courtyard of Washington Square, the senior living building
Mom now lives in. As we looked east from her second story deck, we could easily see the ground level patio
of her mother’s apartment, which Grandma had lived in until her death 26 years ago. I could easily imagine
Grandma sitting in a lounge chair reading the Sunday paper on that patio. I commented that the large oak tree
on the south side of the courtyard must have been there when Washington School was there. Some material
things don’t change. That’s one way we can stay connected to our past and our memories.
It was a pleasant late summer evening, similar to many I remember enjoying when I was a child here in
White Bear Lake. We looked across the square to the other apartments and nearby houses. We saw residents
and their guests on the new picnic table in the center of the square. The table changed the use of that space in
the courtyard. My mind drifted to thoughts of the impact of change on life, on history. As the sunlight faded
and the shadows grew, I thought about history, my grandmother, my mother, my family. What is history but the
documentation of change over the passing of time? Things always change. If they didn’t, what need would we
have of history? History isn’t stale or dusty; it’s dynamic and exciting. It is rooted in change.
The honey locust trees swayed in the breeze. There was a hint of coolness, of fall, in the air. Yes, more
change is coming. My mother Stella, now 85, has spent her entire life in either White Bear Township or the city
itself, except her first few toddler years, when her family lived in nearby Centerville. She will likely live out her
years here, creating more change and history.
After enjoying these moments with my mother, the growing darkness told us we should get going to our home
in Maplewood. We said our goodbyes, got in our van and headed east on Fourth Street. As we approached
Highway 61, we were astounded by a full moon. It was huge, round and golden, suspended just above the tree
line. We were compelled to stare at it while we sat at the red light. I told my wife Joan what I was feeling
at that moment, “White Bear is a charmed place.” Joan, a Brooklyn Center native, readily agreed. The light
changed and we moved on, trying to catch glimpses of the moon as we headed south.
We had enjoyed an intoxicating evening, filled with breezes, memories, signs of change, and links to history.
And it was capped off by an incredible moon, the same moon that has captivated our ancestors for ages before
us. The moon, the patio, the people in our lives; these things and more connect us to our history. May that
never change!

Facebook.com/whitebearhistory

Learning from Our
Past,
Preserving for Our
Future.

Thank you Historic House Tour 2018 Sponsors!

Supporting Sponsor – Press Publications
Signature Sponsor – Grandma’s Bakery
Supporting Sponsor – NewStudio Architecture

House Sponsors
EXP Realty
Joy Erickson – Edina Realty
Kathy & Lisa Madore – Edina Realty
Mainstreet
Paul The Plumber, Inc.
The Carlson Clinic of White Bear Lake
Trade Press Inc.
White Bear Country Inn
Rudy’s Rooftop – Rudy’s Redeye Grill
White Bear Lawn & Snow
WBLAHS

Historic House Tour Sponsors continued on page 7
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Appreciation
Party Sponsor
Washington Square
Bar & Grill

WBLAHS 2018 Board of Directors
President: Rheanna O’Brien, White Bear Township
Vice President: Dave Peterson, White Bear Lake
Secretary: Jo Emerson, White Bear Lake
Treasurer: Brady Ramsay, Dellwood
Jenni Corbett, Mahtomedi
Kerri Kindsvater, White Bear Lake
Nick Lindgren, Mahtomedi
Jeanenne Rausch, White Bear Township

Pops on the Porch – Thank You!

T

Proudly Serving

he White Bear Lake Area Historical
Society is proud to serve the following
communities:
•Birchwood
•Dellwood
•Mahtomedi
•White Bear Lake
•White Bear Township

P

ops on the Porch was a wonderful evening by the lake.
Thank you to the Moonlight Serenaders for the 35 years of
beautiful music and to Jan Holtz and her crew for all of the
coordination.

If you have a story, pictures, or any
information that you would like to share,
please contact Sara at 651-407-5327

Your Society In Action

A

s the 1940 WPA flagpole and base at Railroad Park were being restored this summer the WBLAHS got
to get in on the fun. Based on articles in The White Bear Press from the time it was constructed we were aware
that there was a time capsule located in the stone base. Whether or not it had survived or its contents were intact
remained to be seen. The City of White Bear Lake and the White Bear Lake Lion’s Club who was spearheading
the fundraising effort for the community project invited the WBLAHS to be a part of the time capsule opening
and ultimate resealing.
In May, the handmade copper box was located and removed from the base. The planning and fun then began.
The WBLAHS took guesses and promoted a two-part process to reveal the contents – a pre-opening to make
sure we could get the metal box open safely and an official public reveal of the contents. The pre-opening was
accomplished at White Bear Lake Public Works where Jeremy Hansen sawed through the box just enough to
ensure it would open, but not enough to be able to see what was inside. The box was then secured inside an
archival sleeve and sealed with police evidence tape before being surrendered to White Bear Lake Chief of
Police Julie Swanson for safekeeping.
Two days later, on June 21, the time capsule was escorted by Chief
Swanson and Captain Dale Hager to the intersection of Fourth Street
and Banning Avenue where the WBLAHS had just finished the OldFashioned Cake Walk sponsored by Grandma’s Bakery. The crowd
gathered around and upon verification that the seal had not been
broken, the box was opened and the contents revealed.
The
items inside
included a
few photos
of the
WBL Police Chief Julie Swanson
flagpole and
escorts the time capsule to Marketfest
supporters
of the project, several issues of The White Bear Press
chronicling how the flagpole came to be from 1939
through 1940, letters or roster lists from several local
organizations including the scouts, the VFW and
American Lions Carol and Lynn Farley and White Bear Lake
Legion
Mayor Jo Emerson verify the seal and unwrap the
time capsule box
and
their Auxiliaries as well as a poignant letter written by Warren
A. Stickley, owner and publisher of The White Bear Press at the
time. Stickley had been the driving force for the flagpole to be
installed and shared his thoughts and feelings on how it all came
about. To see the letter he wrote visit the WBLAHS website at
whitebearhistory.org.

Sara Hanson reads a note from
Capt Stickley

It was fun to be a part of the opening and fun to be a part of
the refilling and sealing of the box so it could go back into the
base. Many items were included in the time capsule before it was
relocated for the future, but to find out just what those are you will
have to be here when it’s opened again!

The WBLAHS Greatly Appreciates the Support
of its Hometown Business Members
Hometown Business Premium Members ($250-499)
Kathy Madore, Edina
Realty
Lisa Madore, Edina
Realty
NewStudio Architecture
White Bear Lawn &
Snow

Hometown Business Plus Members ($100-249)

Grandma’s Bakery
Knutsen Auto
Pine Tree Apple Orchard
Ramsay & Associates
Washington Square Grill
White Bear Eye Clinic

Hometown
Business/Organization
Members ($50-99)

Hisdahls, Inc.
Judy King Estate Sales

VFW Post 1782/VFW Post 1782
Ladies Auxiliary

Sunbear Medspa & Salon

White Bear Press

T

his year’s Manitou Days theme was “All Aboard, Bears!” in honor of the
150th anniversary of the arrival of the railroad at White Bear in 1868. As part
Volunteer Spotlight of the summer festival the WBLAHS and the White Bear Area Chamber of
Commerce hosted
an open house at the
White Bear Lake
Depot and Caboose
featuring a modern engine from the Minnesota
Commercial Railroad. In addition at White Bear Lake
City Hall, there was a booth on train safety and a
fabulous miniature circus parade display illustrating
the importance the railroad played in transporting the

circus from town to town. The display was
made possible through fifty years of collecting
and creating by White Bear’s very own Ned
Kronberg! The parade line up featured a
street scene with more than 2,000 handpainted miniature people, boxcars, animals
and other circus trimmings. Ned has been
a dedicated volunteer for the WBLAHS for
many years, but this is the first time he has
shared his circus treasures with us. If you
missed this opportunity, the display will be
featured as part of the Historic House Tour on September 30th at the White Bear Lake Armory. Thank you, Ned,
for sharing your talents and passion with us!
We would not be able to provide many of our programs, resources and events without our numerous
volunteers who make things happen. Whether it is giving tours at the Fillebrown House, sorting papers at the
Resource Library or answering questions for visitors, we rely heavily on the help of our volunteers. Thank you
to all of you—new and continuing!

Mission Statement of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society

T

he White Bear Lake Area Historical Society connects the community to its past, cultivating an
understanding and appreciation for our history. We fulfill our mission by….


Gathering and maintaining historical information and artifacts. We are safe keepers of our heritage.



Educating the community about our history. We are the community storytellers.



Encouraging personal and community responsibility for preserving our physical links to the past. We are
advocates for historical preservation.

A Letter from the President...

T

ime capsules have been used for thousands of years to try to preserve a piece of the present
for the future. I remember reading The Epic of Gilgamesh, which is considered by some to be
one of the oldest literary works known to man. This poem begins with instructions on how to
hunt for manuscripts sealed in a box of copper located in a foundation of stone within the great
walls of Uruk. Thus the very notion of leaving a message for the future in the form of a time
capsule is more than 5,000 years old - and still just as fascinating. The actual phrase “time
capsule” was first used in 1937 when a capsule was prepared for burial to commemorate The
1939 New York World’s Fair.
Today we are very familiar with the idea of leaving a piece of ourselves for the future. On June 21st, 2018,
the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society opened the contents of the time capsule that was located in the
base of the 1940 WPA Soldiers Memorial Flagpole at Railroad Park. The capsule contained several issues of
The White Bear Press, pictures of influential people in White Bear, listings of local organizations, and a personal
letter from the publisher and owner of The White Bear Press, W.A. Stickley.
Especially in time capsules, personal letters have an appealing intimacy. Stickley detailed his dream of
completing the flagpole project. He included features of the centerpiece around the pole, made of Kasota stone
that was once part of the cell-block in the original prison in Stillwater. He also discussed how interested he was
in the dedication of the flagpole. Stickley concluded his letter with the poignant statement: “I wonder how long
it will stand. Today Hitler threatens the world and I wonder what conditions will be here and elsewhere when
this is read”.
I think the purpose of a time capsule is essentially to influence how the present will be remembered in the
days to come. They help to fulfill the worthwhile desire to leave a legacy – an idea that the White Bear Lake
Area Historical Society strives to achieve for the succeeding generations of this beautiful town and surrounding
communities.
Rheanna O’Brien

A Walk Down Memory Lane And Cake Walk A Hit Again!

Thank you to John & Deb Lupo and the entire crew at
Grandma’s Bakery - you make the Old Fashioned Cake
Walk Magic happen! See you again next year!

A Walk Down Memory Lane would not be possible without the
many WBLAHS volunteers who make it happen

Help Wanted!
In-House Committee
Have you always been awed by the Fillebrown House? Ever wonder what’s behind some of those doors and
curtains? Here’s your chance to find out! The WBLAHS is seeking a group of interested volunteers who are
willing to help this historic treasure shine to serve on the In-House Committee.
Functions Include:
•
•
•
•

Decorating the House for the holiday season
De-decorating after the holiday season and putting the House “to bed” for the winter
Spring cleaning and opening of the House for the summer tour season
A mid-summer cleaning to ensure the House stays ready for guests

If you would like to help with these activities in an amazing setting where you can see your efforts bring joy to
others, please contact sara@whitebearhistory.org or 651-407-5327.
Out-House Committee
The grounds of the Fillebrown House are enjoyed by many even when the historic site is not open for tours or
events. It is the goal of the WBLAHS to keep the lawn, flower beds and walkways in the best possible shape.
We need your help!
The WBLAHS is seeking volunteers willing to adopt one or more of the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Hosta and rose plantings along Fourth Street side of the House
Flower beds along the foundation of the House
Flower bed along Lake Avenue near historical marker
Front and back paver walkways – weeding, snow removal, general maintenance
Front porch of the House – hosing down, maintaining screening along ceiling to prevent bird nests, etc.

If you would like to be part of the “Out-House” Committee, please contact sara@whitebearhistory.org or 651407-5327.

Collections Corner

T

he WBLAHS recently received several items from the
White Bear Lake Police Department including a favorite
photo. It shows members of the PD escorting the holdings
from the vault of the First State Bank of White Bear as it
moved from its location on Washington Avenue to its then
new location at Clark Avenue and Second Street in 1961.
Due to the short distance between the two locations, the
contents of the vault were walked down the sidewalk and
secured within the new building. Today the
First State Bank of White Bear is US Bank.

Memorials

Gifts in Memory of Tom & Ginny McClanahan
Dennis Trooien & Susan Ahlcrona

Gifts in Memory of of Meda Ricketts Reichow
Julie Firkus

Town Hall continued on page 14
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Town Hall continued on page 16

Town Hall continued from page 15

2018 Calendar of Events

More events will be added in the near future. For more details on these events and more visit
whitebearhistory.org, facebook.com/whitebearhistory or call 651-407-5327.

SEPTEMBER

***Katharine Tighe and F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Big Break
Monday, September 24th 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
She was one of Scott’s oldest friends, among the first neighborhood kids he met when his family moved back
to Saint Paul. Kitty Tighe is mentioned in his childhood diary and shows up in the Basil Duke Lee stories. Her
revisions to his first novel helped launch his literary career. Fitzgerald dedicated his play The Vegetable to her.
Though her name is found mostly in footnotes, and frequently misspelled, Katharine Tighe Fessenden merits our
consideration. Her summer girlhood spent in Dellwood and on Manitou Island is part of that picture.
In 1985, a class on F. Scott Fitzgerald taught by Lloyd Hackl launched Mary Jane LaVigne into a decade-absorbing
inquiry into the author’s connections to White Bear Lake. Last year she coordinated the International Fitzgerald
Society tour of White Bear. Her work has been published by Minnesota History, The Sun, and others. She teaches
writing at the White Bear Center for the Arts and is working on a book about Fitzgerald at the yacht club in the
summer of 1922.
White Bear Area Historic House Tour
Sunday, September 30, 2018, Noon-6:00 p.m.
Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society along with Signature Sponsor, Grandma's Bakery
and Supporting Sponsors, Press Publications and NewStudio Architecture
Now in our twelfth year, it will be one you won't want to miss! Tour ten fantastic sites in the White Bear
area. It is a self-guided tour and you may visit the sites in whatever order you prefer. Your ticket booklet will
contain maps and information about each of the stops. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to tour these wonderful
locations! Tickets will be available after Labor Day.

Signature Sponsor:			

Supporting Sponsors:

OCTOBER
***1918: A Year in Stories
Thursday, October 11th 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Washington County Library – Valley Branch, 380 St. Croix Trail S, Lakeland, MN
From the Great War overseas to Influenza at home along with the rise of the Temperance Movement and Women’s
Suffrage, 1918 was a monumental year whose impact is still felt a century later. Join us for an overview of this
pivotal year.
Calendar of Events continued on page 18

Calendar of Events continued from page 17

WBLAHS Annual Meeting
Saturday, October 13th – 10:00 a.m. – noon at the Boat Works Commons Community Room
Invitations to be mailed soon!
***The Story of the White Bear Fire Department
Monday, October 15th 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Since 1888 the White Bear Fire Department has provided fire protection to the residents of our area. Join us to hear how
things have changed over the decades and how some things have stayed the same as we celebrate over 130 years of the
White Bear Lake Fire Department.
Gangster Bus Tour –Sold Out! Watch for 2019 dates soon!
Saturday, October 27th 10:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
Come along for an adventurous outing to explore the hideouts and haunts of the 1930s era gangsters who laid low in the
cottages around White Bear and Bald Eagle Lakes. Sights include a Mahtomedi speakeasy and the location of a notorious
dance club.
Tours depart at 10:00 a.m. AND 11:30 a.m.
$20/$15 WBLAHS Members.
Reservations Required: https://squareup.com/store/whitebearhistory/item/gangster-bus-tour
Or call 651-407-5327 during open hours.
Bus departs from the White Bear Lake Armory, 2228 Fourth St
Trick or Treating at the Fillebrown House
Wednesday, October 31st 5-8pm
Fillebrown House – 4735 Lake Avenue

NOVEMBER
The Many Faces of White Bear Lake-A Series of Events Honoring Our Legacy
Original People: Dakota & Ojibwe
Wednesday, November 14th 6:00-7:30 p.m.
White Bear Lake District Center, 4855 Bloom Avenue
This collaborative introduces participants to the people who inhabited the area around the lake during various
periods of time. Programs presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society and topical speakers.
Light meal and childcare provided. Event is free, but registration is required. To register, please call 651-407-7501
or whitebear.ce.eleyo.com
***The Great War
Thursday, November 15th 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Washington County Library – Wildwood Branch, 763 Stillwater Road, Mahtomedi
Join us to learn how the impact of the First World War was felt across by those who fought and those who
supported them from the home front.
WBLAHS Thanksgiving Break – WBLAHS Offices closed November 19-23, 2018

Calendar of Events continued on page 19
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Christmas Decorating Party at the Fillebrown House
Saturday, November 24th 9:00 a.m. - Noon
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
Come join us for a fun morning decorating the Fillebrown House for our upcoming holiday events! Refreshments, door
prizes, and holiday music will help set the mood. RSVP to 651-407-5327 or office@whitebearhistory.org.
***The Great War
Monday, November 26th 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Join us to learn how the impact of the First World War was felt across by those who fought and those who supported them
from the home front.

DECEMBER
The Many Faces of White Bear Lake-A Series of Events Honoring Our Legacy
Original People: Dakota & Ojibwe
Tuesday, December 4th 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Mahtomedi District Education Center, 1520 Mahtomedi Avenue, Mahtomedi
This collaborative introduces participants to the people who inhabited the area around the lake during various periods of
time. Programs presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society and topical speakers.
Event is free, but registration is required. Please call 651-407-2018 to register.
WBLAHS Members’ Christmas Party
Friday, December 7th 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Holiday Tours at the Fillebrown House
Saturday, December 8th 10:00, 11:30 & 1:00
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
Experience the magic of the Fillebrown House decked out in all its holiday splendor. Knowledgeable guides will amuse you
with stories of the Fillebrown family and the lakeside cottage they called home while holiday treats tantalize your taste buds.
Open for public tours one day only during the holiday season! Don’t miss it!
Tour times: 10:00, 11:30, 1:00 Tours last approx. 1 hour
$7 General Public, WBLAHS members free
Reservations Recommended: 651-407-5327 or whitebearhistory.org in the online store
Children’s Story Time at the Fillebrown House
Thursday, December 13th 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
Children are invited to the Fillebrown House to sit by the magnificently decorated Christmas tree and listen to holiday
poems and stories. Hot or cold cider and cookies will be served. Children are welcome to wear their pajamas, if they wish.
$5 per person Due to the popularity of this program, advance tickets are required: whitebearhistory.org in the online store
or 651-407-5327
***FREE event but donations are welcome. Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society in partnership
with the Ramsey County Library-White Bear Lake. 651-407-5327, www.whitebearhistory.org, www.facebook.com/
whitebearhistory
WBLAHS Holiday Break – WBLAHS Offices closed December 17, 2018– January 1, 2019

Preserve History...
The Fillebrown House has been a part of White Bear Lake for more than a century.
Its many rooms have been a home to several families and have provided a memorable
venue for weddings, teas, and community events.
Through donations and volunteer support, the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has been able to
preserve the Fillebrown House and keep it open for public enjoyment.

... And Make Your Mark
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society offers you a very personal way to make your mark on White Bear
Lake history. Through a $250 donation to help fund ongoing maintenance of the Fillebrown House, you can
purchase an engraved paving brick.
The bricks are engraved with your personal inscription. Commission one to commemorate special events, such
as weddings or a birth; recognize a donation made by you, or give as a one-of-a kind gift.
Engraved bricks are an ongoing fundraising opportunity that allows the White Bear Lake Area Historical
Society to stay committed to fulfilling its mission by encouraging personal and community responsibility for
preserving our physical links to the past. To see bricks already in place visit the front walk of the Fillebrown
House.
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society operates without direct operating support from any governmental
budget. We are dependent upon contributions from members of the community, grants and our outreach
programs.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Engraved Brick Order Form

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________

Inscription (20 characters per line maximum)
Line 1:
-----------------------------------------------------Line 2 (optional):
-----------------------------------------------------Line 3 (optional):
------------------------------------------------------

Engraved Brick: $250 ea.
To order more than one brick, provide the information for
that brick on a separate sheet or contact the White Bear
Lake Area Historical Society, 651-407-5327.
Payment Method:
o Check payable to WBLAHS (enclosed)
o MasterCard/Visa or Discover
Account #:___________________________
Exp. date: _______________ CVV Code: ___________
Cardholder signature: ____________________________

Please complete & mail to: White Bear Lake Area Historical Society, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, MN 55110.

Membership Levels Simplified

A

s part of the WBLAHS’s ongoing commitment to self-assessment, the WBLAHS Board has conducted a thorough
review of our membership levels, rates and benefits. The result is a simplified structure effective May 1, 2018, with a
moderate increase at the Individual and Household levels. Thank you to all of our members – your support is greatly
appreciated. If you have questions about the status of your membership or would like more information on joining and
supporting the WBLAHS, please contact Sara Hanson at 651-407-5327 or sara@whitebearhistory.org.

Individual: $25

All levels receive full membership benefits:

Household: $40

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

(Up to 2 adults & dependents in
same household)
Supporting: $100
Sustaining: $300 & above

WBLAHS Newsletter-The Lake Area Preserver
Free admission to Fillebrown House Tours
Discounted Admission to WBLAHS events*
Invitations and advance notice of WBLAHS Events
Members’ Holiday Party
Special Gift Shop discount events
Memberships at the Supporting level or above
receive 1 complimentary HHT ticket
*Individual members are eligible for 1 discounted
member ticket per event; Household & higher members
eligible for a discounted ticket for each member of the
household

White Bear Lake Area Historical Society Membership Application
Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
		
City _______________________________ State ________________ Zip__________________
Phone__________________________ Email ________________________________________
Check level of membership:
______Individual $25

______Household $40

______ Supporting $100

______Sustaining ($300 & above) $_________
Send with check to WBLAHS, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, Minnesota 55110-0543

WBLAHS Seeks Candidates for Board of Directors

T

he WBLAHS Annual Meeting and Board Elections are fast approaching. Please consider serving this active organization as
a member of the Board of Directors.
The WBLAHS can achieve its mission only with the ongoing leadership, talent and financial support of its Board of Directors.
Members of the Board of Directors are chosen because of their leadership and professional skills, and their experience and
involvement in community affairs. The Board of Directors is responsible for setting the course and ensuring the financial stability
of the WBLAHS. Each Board Member is expected to make a meaningful contribution toward these responsibilities. The Board of
Directors is the policy branch of the WBLAHS as well as a working board. Each member in good standing is entitled to one vote.
Board terms are three-years and can be renewed for a second three-year term, if desired. For a more detailed understanding
of Board Expectations, please visit whitebearhistory.org “About Us-Board & Staff” or direct any questions to sara@
whitebearhistory.org.

From the Director’s Desk...

S

ummer is always a busy time for the WBLAHS. Between participating in Manitou Days,
hosting our Marketfest Booth, presentations at the library, tours at the Fillebrown House, Pops on
the Porch and so many other fun events it can easily seem like we don’t get a lot of time to get our
“real” work done. And then I pause to remember that our mission is “Connecting our Community to its Past”
and based on the number of people we reach throughout the summer I would have to say we are doing just that.
In addition to our in-person contacts, the WBLAHS Facebook page reaches thousands of people all over the
world. On June 21st we opened the time capsule from the base of the 1940 WPA Flagpole in Railroad Park live
on Facebook during a Marketfest event. We had a couple hundred people gathered around the area in person and
viewers online from as far away as Florida, Belgium and the British Virgin Islands.
We also reach people through our website, our weekly Matoska Memories in The White Bear Press, the Last
Glance piece in the White Bear Lake Magazine and the countless phone calls, emails and visitors we greet each
year. We are so very fortunate that there is such a tremendous interest in the history of this area and the projects
and programs we have crafted around that history.
All of these connections would not be possible without our amazing team of staff and volunteers including
Meg Todd, Maureen Raymond and Kim Stieper among many others. If you have enjoyed our Facebook page,
taken a tour, attended a program, stopped by or called our office you have likely encountered at least one of
these incredible women. The WBLAHS would not be what it is today without the contributions of each of them.
It is with a heavy heart that I share the news that Maureen Raymond, WBLAHS Education & Program
Coordinator has resigned and will be stepping back and enjoying her retirement years. Her departure will leave
a tremendous void, particularly at the Fillebrown House where she embraced the spirit of that place in ways that
had not before been seen. We wish her the best and hope to see her as a regular visitor at the WBLAHS where
she can share her insights and fantastic sense of humor.
										
Happy Fall,
										
Sara

Help Protect Your Estate and Provide
Long-Term Support for the Society

P

lanned Giving Program Helps You & Helps Us

A well-planned planned giving program is a proven way to help you achieve your financial and philanthropic
goals. Planned Giving may help you to:
• Obtain a charitable income tax deduction			
• Avoid or reduce capital gains taxes
• Avoid probate costs					
• Reduce estate taxes
• Reduce federal income taxes				
• Provide a continuous income for your retirement
From the Historical Society’s perspective, planned giving allows us to … plan! The Historical Society is
evolving. There are new opportunities ahead to have an even stronger presence in the community. As more
people set up planned gifts naming the Historical Society as one of their beneficiaries, we can confidently take
action on the opportunities.
If your gift is greater than $10,000, you can restrict its use – toward educational programs, house restoration,
costumes, whatever you want. The key is to make a gift through your estate and let us know.
For more information on Planned Giving, please contact Sara Hanson at 651-407-5327 or
sara@whitebearhistory.org.
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