
An armory for White Bear Lake was first proposed in the winter of 1922. P. C. Bettenburg 
was an architect apprentice with the National Guard when he designed the initial White Bear 
Lake Armory and was the official architect of the Minnesota National Guard when the building 
was redesigned after a fire in 1928. He went on to design many armories around Minnesota 
including the well-known Minneapolis Armory. 

Bids from local contractors C. E. Davies, Theo 
Bourquin, W. H. Jackson and Carl Mattlin for the 
construction of the White Bear Armory were received 
by the State Architect in late June of 1922 and, Theo 
Bourquin, being the low-bidder, was selected as the 
winner.  While that process was being completed, the 
site was being prepared.  The J. E. Extrand house was 
moved off the lot purchased for the armory site to an 
available lot nearby.   
In 1928 a fire gutted the entire front portion of the 
building, but it was quickly rebuilt. 

According to historian, Peter Reis, when the 
hometown National Guard units were activated 
in 1941 and sent to posts all over the world, local 
communities were left defenseless in the event 
of an enemy invasion. With hysteria growing, the 
solution was to organize militia-like units at the 
state level to enable self-defense. This was done. 
The formal title was the Minnesota State Guard 
(locally in White Bear it was invariably called the 
“Home Guard”). There were several differences 
from the National Guard. Although enlistment 
in both was voluntary, those in the Home Guard 
were not paid like those in the National Guard.  
Additionally, the Home Guard was under state jurisdiction, not federal.
The first deployment of the Home Guard was after the cyclone of September 1941. The tornado was deadly, 
with two killed, one in White Bear. Many houses were destroyed and many more were damaged during the 
storm. A large number of trees were downed, taking power lines with them so there was no electricity. The 
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White Bear Lake Armory

National Guard Armory with original roofline ca. 
1925

P. C. Bettenburg

White Bear Unit of the Minnesota National Guard 
January 6, 1941



storm tore the roof of the armory, but once again it 
was repaired to continue to serve the community.
After World War II ended, the 257th Coastal 
Artillery, later converted to the 257th Military 
Police unit of the Minnesota National Guard, were 
based from this building. The unit had regular 
drills and camps and with 80 or so members saw a 
resurgence of support for the efforts of the National 
Guard at White Bear. 
The building has been the site of countless 
community events over the decades it has stood 
on the corner of Cook Avenue and Fourth Street 
including Queen Coronations, dances, political 
rallies, weddings and much more.

The drill hall remains very much like it was originally designed with the exception 
of a few window and door openings. The configuration of the upper level changed 

in the 1990s when the 
building was transferred to 
the City of White Bear Lake 
and the center room on that 
level was repurposed for 
the elevator shaft to provide 
accessibility to all levels. 
The lower level is now occupied by the White Bear Lake 
Lion’s Club, but was once the location of the shooting 
range, the arms vault and the shower rooms for the 
members of the National Guard.

On March 25, 2019, the White Bear Lake Armory 
was listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
giving recognition to its significance according to 
the nomination materials as  a building that “strongly 
reflects the transitional-period convention of retaining 
mild stylistic references to the preceding castellated 
era, but has elements of substantially more restrained 
designs, and it is one of but a few that achieves this 
effect in Minnesota.  The White Bear Lake Armory is 
significant as an excellent local example of the state’s 
Middle Period or “transitional” armory architecture”.  
When the building was transferred to the City of White Bear Lake it came with a Preservation Easement 
which requires a review by the State Historic Preservation Office of any renovation or repair projects to ensure 
the ongoing historical integrity of the structure. Listing in the National Register does not add any further 
requirements. Along with recognition for its architectural significance, the listing of the building makes it 
eligible for state and federal grant programs for repairs and restoration.

White Bear Lake Armory continued from page 1

Home Guard on Steps of Armory ca. 1942

Homecoming of Homecomings Celebration
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Your Society in Action!
White Bear Lake Armory continued from page 2

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
ROLE OF THE WHITE BEAR 

LAKE ARMORY DURING WORLD 
WAR II AND THROUGHOUT THE 

DECADES CHECK OUT THESE 
UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 

Ongoing:  
Photo Display at the WBLAHS Office & 

Resource Library at the WBL Armory 
Tues, Wed, Thurs. 10am-1pm

Library Programs: 6-7pm at the White Bear 
Lake Library (see Calendar of Events for 

more details) 

May 20th – The Home Front:  A Small 
Town During World War II – book also 

available for purchase

July 22nd – The Story of the White Bear 
Lake Armory

Since last fall the WBLAHS has been working with the 
Many Faces of the White Bear Lake Area – an initiative of the 
White Bear Lake and Mahtomedi School Districts along with 
the municipalities and several organizations in the area. The 
WBLAHS coordinated sessions at the White Bear Lake and 
Mahtomedi District Centers to honor the past of our area. 
As such, this three part series touched on examples of stories 
from our area over the centuries beginning last fall with the 
Dakota and Ojibwe, continuing this winter with the largely Eu-
ropean based immigrants who came in the late 1800s and early 
1900s followed this spring with the post-World War II popula-
tion surge and more recent arrivals to our community.  

These sessions were intended to be a starting point, both taking 
us back with the story of our land and the human inhabitants of 
our area and bringing that impact forward to today. A starting 
point for conversations on where we have been, where we are 
today and, ultimately, where we as a community want to go in 
the future. With each session we have added more layers and 
attempted to bring that collective story further into the present. 
Thank you to the many participants who shared their stories 
through this series!

President: Rheanna O’Brien, White Bear Township
 Vice President: Dave Peterson, White Bear Lake

Secretary: Jo Emerson, White Bear Lake
Treasurer: TBD

Matthew Bebel, White Bear Lake
Kerri Kindsvater, White Bear Lake

Nick Lindgren, Mahtomedi
Jeanenne Rausch, White Bear Township 

Maureen Raymond, White Bear Township
Rob Thomas, White Bear Lake

WBLAHS 2019 Board of Directors

The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society seeks a part-time 
Program and Event Coordinator to help us fulfill the organization’s 
mission by implementing and overseeing the educational activities 
of the WBLAHS. The successful candidate for this position will be 
an engaging storyteller with a passion for local history as well as 
organized and detail oriented. 
For more information and a full position description, please visit 
whitebearhistory.org.

Help Wanted

•Birchwood
•Dellwood
•Mahtomedi
•White Bear Lake 
•White Bear Township

 The White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society is proud to 
serve the following communities:

 Proudly Serving

If you have a story, 
pictures, or any 
information that you 
would like to share, 
please contact Sara at 
651-407-5327



The cruiser originally dubbed the Joan II was built by John O. Johnson in 1940.  Johnson, founder of White 
Bear’s Johnson Boat Works, had previously built a smaller cruiser and wanted something 
a bit larger.  He was confined to something that would fit through the 11½ foot doors of 
the boat works and he took advantage of every available inch. 
Initially the new 
cruiser was moored 
on the Mississippi 
River in St. Paul 
and later the St. 
Croix River south 
of Stillwater.  It was 
even used to cruise 

down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico 
and winter in Florida.  According to John 
W. Johnson in his book John O. Johnson: 
From Norway to White Bear Lake, 

John O. Johnson

Queen Mary on White Bear Lake

Joan II outside of Johnson Boat 
Works in White Bear

Queen Mary Restoration

“Years later when John was 
unable to drive to Stillwater, 
the cruiser was put on White 
Bear Lake, where it remained 
for many years under the 
care of his son Walter.  Since 
it was the largest boat on 
the lake, it was renamed the 
‘Queen Mary’.  Walter often 
took his grandchildren out 
on the lake in the cruiser 
to watch the 4th of July 
fireworks over the Yacht 
Club bay.  The ship’s bell 
on top of the cabin was 
rung many times to show 
appreciation for especially 
spectacular fireworks 
displays. John O. Johnson’s 
cruiser provided many, 
happy memories for three 
generations of his family.” 

John O. Johnson: From Norway to White Bear Lake is back in 
print! Get your copy today through the White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society online store at Whitebearhistory.org or Lake 
Country Booksellers in downtown White Bear Lake. 

Queen Mary Restoration continued on page 5



A Letter from the President...
“We must go beyond textbooks, go out into the bypaths and untrodden depths of the 
wilderness and travel and explore and tell the world the glories of our journey,” John Hope 
Franklin stated.  As a younger student, I always looked at history as a series of facts, dates, 
and events that I had gleaned from a textbook.  I would retain this information long enough to 
pass a test but not long enough to gain a deeper understanding of history as a series of human 
events.  

 When I started teaching, I found the use of primary sources in our exploration of history to be an amazing 
resource.  Recently 7th grade had to determine if they thought John D Rockefeller acted as a hero or a villain 
during the Progressive Era.  They had the opportunity to analyze primary source documents, and the results I 
received were pretty incredible.  Students were able to move from concrete observations and facts to questioning 
and making inferences about Rockefeller.  Students wrestled with contradictions and were able to compare 
multiple sources that represented several different points of view.  In the end, Rockefeller’s judgment was split 
nearly down the middle for hero vs. villain as students got the chance to confront the complexities of the past.
Primary sources provide a window into the past — unfiltered access to the record of social, scientific and 
political thought and achievement during a past time period, produced by people who lived during that time.  I 
believe that when we ask people to work and learn from primary sources, we transform them into historians. 
Bringing anyone into close contact with rare documents and objects can give an authentic sense of what it 
was like to be alive during a long-past era.  The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has an abundance of 
primary sources and material to examine.  These resources form the foundation of our presentations, tours and 
publications.  They also provide the public an opportunity to connect with the past.  To learn more about the 
primary source material available in our Resource Library, please visit the “resources” tab at Whitebearhistory.
org. 

Rheanna O’Brien

Exterior Being RestoredInterior Being Restored

After changing hands 
and spending many 
years up on Lake 
Superior the Queen 
Mary has recently 
returned to the area 
and is currently in 
Iowa undergoing 
a full restoration.  
We look forward to 
having her back on 
White Bear Lake 
soon. 

Queen Mary Restoration continued from page 4



We are grateful for the support of several grant programs throughout our area. These funds make a difference 
to the many projects and initiatives we undertake. 

•  The Greater White Bear Lake Community Foundation provided $1000 to assist in providing  
archival materials for the rehousing of the Lakeshore Players Theatre Archives dating back to 
1953 which were recently donated to the WBLAHS.

•  The Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund through the Minnesota Historical Society has 
awarded $10,000 toward the fabrication and installation of five historical markers at the historic 
White Bear Town Hall site to share the story of the White Bear area and its people. 

•  The Mahtomedi Garden Club provided $1000 toward the beautification of the site around the 
historic White Bear Town Hall through the implementation of the site landscape plan.

The WBLAHS works hard to connect our community to its past in various ways. Through these projects and 
many others we are able to reach new audiences and share the stories of our community. Thank you to all who 
support these efforts. 

Grant Updates

Help Protect Your Estate and Provide 
Long-Term Support for the Society

Planned Giving Program Helps You & Helps Us
A well-planned planned giving program is a proven way to help you achieve your financial and philanthropic 

goals. Planned Giving may help you to:
•    Obtain a charitable income tax deduction   •    Avoid or reduce capital gains taxes
•    Avoid probate costs     •    Reduce estate taxes
•    Reduce federal income taxes    •    Provide a continuous income for your retirement
From the Historical Society’s perspective, planned giving allows us to … plan! The Historical Society is 
evolving. There are new opportunities ahead to have an even stronger presence in the community. As more 
people set up planned gifts naming the Historical Society as one of their beneficiaries, we can confidently take 
action on the opportunities.
If your gift is greater than $10,000, you can restrict its use – toward educational programs, house restoration, 
costumes, whatever you want. The key is to make a gift through your estate and let us know. 
For more information on Planned Giving, please contact Sara Hanson at 651-407-5327 or 
sara@whitebearhistory.org.

Memorials
 

Gifts in Memory of Terry Rooney
Carol & Pat McFarlane

Rooney Family
Sara & Jeff Hanson

Gift to the WBLAHS Endowment in Memory of William Wahlquist
Susan Cepicka Dietrich



Mission Statement of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society connects the community to its past, cultivating an 
understanding  and appreciation for our history.  We fulfill our mission by….

	 Gathering and maintaining historical information and artifacts.  We are safe keepers of our heritage.

	 Educating the community about our history.  We are the community storytellers.

	 Encouraging personal and community responsibility for preserving our physical links to the past.  We are 
            advocates for historical preservation.

At the Minnesota Alliance of Local History Museums conference in April more than 250 
historians gathered to learn, share and connect with one another.  During the keynote address 
we were asked to think about what sparked our passion for history.  What was the moment 
when we became enthralled with the stories of the past?  What drew us to this work?  And, 
what hopefully keeps us here gathering, preserving and sharing the stories of our past? 
This was an interesting exercise for many.  I have often been asked what attracted me to 
history.  For me it happened when I was quite young, but I didn’t realize it at the time.  I was 
fortunate to grow up in White Bear with deep roots that connect my family to this place.  

My father was a continuous storyteller.  In fact, it was common to be at a family gathering and hear him say, 
“Have I told you the story….” followed by groans from many who had heard these stories before.  I usually was 
one of the handful who would take an interest and would learn something new each time I did.  I don’t know if 
it was the fact that I just liked listening to my dad talk, or if it was a natural interest in the past that was being 
nurtured.  Whatever the case, I cherish those stories now. 
In tenth grade American Experiment Mr. Foss assigned a thesis paper as our final project.  We had to pick 
a topic, research it and write a lengthy paper.  I was enthralled.  My topic revolved around my great-great 
grandfather’s involvement in the Civil War.  At the end of the paper I included a family tree to show the 
connection between that generation and my own.  From that chart Mr. Foss determined that he had graduated 
from White Bear High School with my mother – yet another personal connection to the past.  It was this class 
and this project that cultivated the seeds that had been planted by my father for years. 
During my college  years and beyond my dad and I would take “field trips” to locations connected to our 
family’s story or the stories of Minnesota in general.  Eventually I would embrace the idea of being a public 
historian and work toward that goal. 
Today, after more than twenty years of doing what I love, I look back and think about those early sparks.  They 
are what propel me forward and what keep me engaged when things get challenging.  The idea of sharing this 
passion and continuously working to connect people through the history of this place is what keeps me moving 
forward. 

My dad passed away in 2016 and in many ways the role of storyteller 
within my family has been passed to me – although there are a number 
of us who like to share the stories!  In my professional role, I hope 
to not only be a storyteller, but to be the small piece that sparks these 
connections for others. 

-Sara Markoe Hanson

From the Director’s Desk... 

Learning from Our 
Past, 

Preserving for Our 
Future.



The WBLAHS Greatly Appreciates the Support 
of its Hometown Business Members

Hometown Business Plus Members ($100-249)

Hometown 
Business/Organization 

Members ($50-99)

Hometown Business Premium Members ($250-499)

NewStudio Architecture 
Washington Square Grill

White Bear Lawn & Snow

Hisdahls, Inc.

Judy King Estate Sales

Grandma’s Bakery
Kathy Madore, Edina Realty
Lisa Madore, Edina Realty

Knutsen Auto 
Pine Tree Apple Orchard

Ramsay & Associates 
White Bear Eye Clinic

Hoffman Heating & Air

White Bear Press



2019 Calendar of Events
More events will be added in the near future.  For more details on these events and more visit 
whitebearhistory.org, facebook.com/whitebearhistory or call 651-407-5327.

May

****The Home Front:  A Small Town During World War II
Monday, May 20th 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Local author Peter R. Reis will share photos and anecdotes recalling life in the White Bear area during the war 
years including rationing, the impact on local businesses and community organizations.  
FREE event but donations are welcome. Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society in 
partnership with the Ramsey County Library-White Bear Lake.

June

Marketfest 
Thursday, June 13th   6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Downtown White Bear Lake 
Thursday evenings 6-9pm through July 25th

Visit the WBLAHS booth in front of the Cobblestone Cafe on Washington Avenue to see what's going on, 
answer trivia questions or pick up the latest in local history happenings.  We would love to have you say hi!

A Walk Down Memory Lane at Marketfest
Thursday, June 20th  6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
The WBLAHS takes over 4th Street at Marketfest in downtown White Bear Lake.
Activities and booths highlighting programs and events brought to you by the White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society featuring:
OLD-FASHIONED CAKE WALK - Back by popular demand!
Lucky winners will take home a delicious cake from GRANDMA’S BAKERY!
*Time Line down 4th Street
*2019 White Bear Area Historic House Tour Info
*WBLAHS Info Booth
Join us for a FUN night!

****White Bear Lake – All-America City 
Monday, June 24th  6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Look Magazine named White Bear Lake an "All-America" City for 1964 and a year of celebrations began. Join 
us to learn about what was being celebrated, what has changed and what has remained the same.  
FREE event but donations are welcome. Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society in partner-
ship with the Ramsey County Library-White Bear Lake.

Calendar of Events continued on page 10
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July

Fillebrown House Tours
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
Saturday, July 13 Tour times: 10:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Tours last approx. 1 hour
Visit our quaint 1879 lakeside cottage ... A true example of life during the resort era in White Bear Lake. 
The Fillebrown family occupied the house for most of its years as a residence and donated the house with its 
contents to the WBLAHS in 1978.
Tickets: $7 Adults, WBLAHS members FREE
Reservations Recommended: 651-407-5327 or through the online store at whitebearhistory.org 

****The Story of the White Bear Lake Armory
Monday, July 22nd    6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
Join us to hear the story of the White Bear Armory building that has served our area in a variety of ways since 
it opened in 1922 and was recently listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  From sending our soldiers 
off to World War II to local coronations and dances the armory has been at the heart of community for decades. 
FREE event but donations are welcome. Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society in 
partnership with the Ramsey County Library-White Bear Lake.

August 

Pops on the Porch 
Thursday, August 15th    6:30-8:00 p.m.
Front lawn of the Fillebrown House, 4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
Join us for our annual Pops on the Porch celebration on the lawn of the Fillebrown House. Bring your lawn 
chairs, blankets and picnic supper, if you wish and enjoy the sounds of the Moonlight Serenaders. 
This free event is presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society. 651-407-5327

****St. Mary’s School – A Look Back
Monday, August 26th  6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
From 1914-2014 St. Mary’s School provided quality education to area children. Join us to hear stories of the 
close-knit community, reminisce and get a copy of the centennial history book. 
FREE event but donations are welcome. Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society in 
partnership with the Ramsey County Library-White Bear Lake.

Calendar of Events continued from page 9

Calendar of Events continued on page 11



September

White Bear Township Day
Saturday, September 14th  2:00 – 9:00 p.m. Followed by fireworks display 
Polar Lakes Park, 1280 Hammond Road, White Bear Township 
Stop by and say hi to the WBLAHS crew at the twelfth annual Township Day celebration.  We will be there 
with information on the White Bear Town Hall Project, fun games, history tidbits and trivia.  

****White Bear High School – A Century Later
Monday, September 23rd   6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Ramsey County Library – WBL Branch, 2150 Second Street, WBL
In 1918 construction began on the very first White Bear High School building and in 1919 it was complete. 
For several decades the building served students as first the high school, then Central Junior High and today 
as the White Bear Lake District Center offices attached to Central Middle School. Join us to see photos of the 
transformation of the building and hear stories of some of its students as we celebrate 100 years of White Bear 
High. 
FREE event but donations are welcome. Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society in 
partnership with the Ramsey County Library-White Bear Lake.

White Bear Area Historic House Tour 
Sunday, September 29, 2019,   Noon-6:00 p.m.
Presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society along with Signature Sponsor, Grandma's Bakery and 
Supporting Sponsor, Press Publications
Now in our thirteenth year, it will be one you won't want to miss!  Tour ten fantastic sites in the White Bear 
area.  It is a self-guided tour and you may visit the sites in whatever order you prefer.  Your ticket booklet will 
contain maps and information about each of the stops.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to tour these wonderful 
locations!  Tickets will be available after Labor Day.

Signature Sponsor:   Supporting Sponsors:

    

LOOKING AHEAD...
WBLAHS Annual Meeting
Saturday, October 12th  – New Format Details to be released soon!

Gangster Bus Tour
Saturday, October 26th 10am & 11:30am
Back by popular demand!

Calendar of Events continued from page 10



As early as 1913 the White Bear School Board was planning for a new, larger building dedicated to be the 
home of high school classes.  As with any major investment the need was evident, but the cost was daunting. 
The school board had purchased the land where the present District Center sits in 1913.  At that time the land 

to the north was being developed by the Ramsey 
County Agricultural Society for the county 
fairgrounds.  

Local contractor William H. Jackson was awarded 
the contract and ground was broken in 1918.  
The first class to graduate from an official White 
Bear High School was in 1919.  The original 
building included just the section between the 
two stairwell bays that book end the structure.  
Three uniform window sections occupied the 
entire facade and "White Bear High School" was 
engraved across the top.  The design was clean and 
stately.  Immediately the building was outgrown.  
Matching wings were added to the north and south 
over the summer of 1924.

To learn more about the history of White Bear High School 
and its buildings, visit the White Bear Lake Area Senior 
Center (2484 East County Road F) to see the new photo 
display. Stay tuned for release details on a history of the 
school by David Gehrenbeck in the fall of 2019.

White Bear High School Celebrates 100th Anniversary of the First 
Graduating Class from the “New” White Bear High School Building

White Bear High School ca. 1920

White Bear High School with 
additions on each end

Aerial view of White Bear High School with 
additions on each end (Bald Eagle Avenue is in the 
bottom right of the picture)

School Photo Display at Senior Center



The WBLAHS has been the recipient of several wonderful donations to our collections recently, including:
• Photographs and clippings pertaining to David Cardinal and family
 Donated by Citty Scherman
• Postcard of hockey team, White Bear, Minn. 1913
 Donated by Bryan McGinnis
• White Bear Lake Fire and EMT Patches
 White Bear Lake Fire Department

Donations accepted for the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s collections must pertain to the area 
surrounding White Bear Lake and meet other requirements such as the ability for the WBLAHS to properly 
maintain and care for the items.  For more information on what those requirements are, please contact Sara at 
651-407-5327.  Without donations like these the collections and resources of the WBLAHS would not grow.  
They are greatly appreciated!

Recent Donations

This project, funded in part through the Minnesota Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund, included the installation phase of an 
HVAC system upgrade to improve temperature and humidity 
control to better preserve the collections processed and stored 
within the WBLAHS's space at the White Bear Lake Armory. 

The improvements will allow the 
WBLAHS to meet professional 
standards for 
collections 
care. Prior to 
these upgrades, 
the space at 
the armory was not 
cooled or humidity 
controlled which 
is not ideal for 
collections care.

HVAC Upgrades at WBLAHS Office 
& Resource Library Complete

Throughout the month of April, recently retired White Bear Township Clerk-
Treasurer Bill Short has spent much of his newfound free-time installing 
insulation in the historic White Bear Town Hall.  His efforts have been a 
wonderful support for the project and have helped move things along to the next 
steps.  Your time and energy are very much appreciated, Bill!
We would not be able to provide many of our programs, resources and events 
without our numerous volunteers who make things happen.  Whether it is giving 

tours at the Fillebrown House, sorting papers at the Resource Library or answering questions for visitors, we 
rely heavily on the help of our volunteers.  Thank you to all of you—new and continuing!

Volunteer Spotlight



The Fillebrown House has been a part of White Bear Lake for more than a century. 
Its many rooms have been a home to several families and have provided a memorable 
venue for weddings, teas, and community events. 

Through donations and volunteer support, the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has been able to 
preserve the Fillebrown House and keep it open for public enjoyment.

... And Make Your Mark 
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society offers you a very personal way to make your mark on White Bear 
Lake history. Through a $250 donation to help fund ongoing maintenance of the Fillebrown House, you can 
purchase an engraved paving brick. 
The bricks are engraved with your personal inscription. Commission one to commemorate special events, such 
as weddings or a birth; recognize a donation made by you, or give as a one-of-a kind gift. 
Engraved bricks are an ongoing fundraising opportunity that allows the White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society to stay committed to fulfilling its mission by encouraging personal and community responsibility for 
preserving our physical links to the past.  To see bricks already in place visit the front walk of the Fillebrown 
House. 
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society operates without direct operating support from any governmental 
budget. We are dependent upon contributions from members of the community, grants and our outreach 
programs.
           ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Engraved Brick Order Form  
Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________                                                   

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________                                                

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________                                                

Telephone:   _____________________________________________________________________________                                           

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________                                                    

Preserve History...

Engraved Brick: $250 ea.
To order more than one brick, provide the information for 
that brick on a separate sheet or contact the White Bear 
Lake Area Historical Society, 651-407-5327.
 
Payment Method:
o Check payable to WBLAHS (enclosed)
o MasterCard/Visa or Discover
Account #:___________________________                         
Exp. date: _______________ CVV Code: ___________        
Cardholder signature: ____________________________                    

Please complete & mail to: White Bear Lake Area Historical Society, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, MN 55110. 

Inscription (20 characters per line maximum)

Line 1:

------------------------------------------------------

Line 2 (optional):

------------------------------------------------------

Line 3 (optional):

------------------------------------------------------



White Bear Lake Area Historical Society Membership Application 

 Name _______________________________________________________________________                                                           

 Address  _____________________________________________________________________                                            
  

City _______________________________ State ________________ Zip__________________                

 Phone__________________________  Email ________________________________________                                   

Check level of membership: 

______Individual $25             ______Household $40             ______ Supporting $100

          ______Sustaining ($300 & above) $_________       
     

Send with check to WBLAHS, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, Minnesota 55110-0543

As part of the WBLAHS’s ongoing commitment to self-assessment, the WBLAHS Board has conducted a thorough 
review of our membership levels, rates and benefits. The result is a simplified structure effective May 1, 2018, with a 
moderate increase at the Individual and Household levels. Thank you to all of our members – your support is greatly 
appreciated. If you have questions about the status of your membership or would like more information on joining and 
supporting the WBLAHS, please contact Sara Hanson at 651-407-5327 or sara@whitebearhistory.org. 

Membership Levels Simplified

Individual:  $25
Household:  $40
(Up to 2 adults & dependents in 
same household)
Supporting:  $100
Sustaining:  $300 & above

All levels receive full membership benefits:
o  WBLAHS Newsletter-The Lake Area Preserver
o  Free admission to Fillebrown House Tours
o  Discounted Admission to WBLAHS events*
o  Invitations and advance notice of WBLAHS Events
o  Members’ Holiday Party
o  Special Gift Shop discount events
o  Memberships at the Supporting level or above 
    receive 1 complimentary HHT ticket
*Individual members are eligible for 1 discounted 
member ticket per event; Household & higher members 
eligible for a discounted ticket for each member of the 
household

Town Hall Update

The White Bear Town Hall project is moving along.  Last fall the shutters built by the Northern Bedrock 
Historic Preservation Corps were fully installed and served to further secure the building and protect the 
windows. After the long, cold winter work has again begun on the inside of the structure. To date insulation 
has been installed and the drywall process for the walls and ceiling is underway. 
In addition to the exciting work on the inside, progress is happening on the historical markers that will border 
the sidewalk leading to the building on its north side and the landscape plan is underway. We look forward 
to having the interior complete and much of the site work done this year giving us the ability to begin 
programming soon.
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