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White Bear Lake Area
Historical Society

Memberships: 431  Core Weekly Volunteers: 6 Event Volunteers: 149 Research Contacts: 553

Presentations/Events: 92 Facebook Contacts: 8972 Email newsletter Subscribers: 1273

2019 Annual Report

52 Weekly "Matoska Memories' in The White Bear Press

2019 Major Programs & Accomplishments: 651.407.5327
Progress on the White Bear Town Hall Rehabilitation Project Interior & Historical Markers whitebearhistory.org
Listing of the White Bear Lake Armory in the National Register of Historic Places facebook.com/whitebearhistory
Ongoing preservation of the Fillebrown House and Outreach through educational programs, displays & tours

2019 Board Members: Rheanna O'Brien, President Dave Peterson, Vice President
Bill Short, Treasurer Jo Emerson, Secretary
Matt Bebel Kerri Kindsvater Nick Lindgren
Jeanenne Rausch Maureen Raymond Rob Thomas

Executive Director: Sara Markoe Hanson  Office Manager: Kim Stieper

Program Coordinator: Missy Montgomery Website, Outreach & Special Projects: Lisa Beecroft

Proudly preserving the stories of Birchwood, Dellwood, Mahtomedi, White Bear Lake and White Bear Township!




Message from the Executive Director, Sara Markoe Hanson

In the fall of 2019 the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society embarked upon its 50th year.
As we look back to those early days of this organization, the commitment and enthusiasm
of a small group of volunteers is apparent. During a time of uncertainty and turmoil in the
1960s and a movement toward renewal and refreshing what was old, a dedicated group of
residents who felt strongly about the value of the past took it upon themselves to formally
organize the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society in September of 1970.

The primary focus during those early days was not that different than what it is today: being good stewards of
the Fillebrown House as Helen and Arthur Fillebrown worked toward its donation to the organization, providing
educational opportunities about our history to students throughout the area, and publishing stories and infor-
mation about our past through The White Bear Press, publishing or reprinting booklets and brochures and creat-
ing historical markers.

Today we may approach these activities with different technology or new resources, but the ultimate goal is the
same; the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society connects our community to its past. We work hard each day
to do just that and hope you continue to enjoy the results.

Watch for activities throughout 2020 to commemorate our 50th

Anniversary. We look forward to celebrating how far we have
come and are excited as we set the course for the next 50 years!

WBLAHS Mission

The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society
connects the community to its past, cultivating an WBLAHS Launches New Logo
understanding and appreciation for our history.

The WBLAHS completed a design process in early

We fulfill our mission by: 2019 to revamp and update the organization’s logo to
e Gathering and maintaining historical better coordinate with modern technology. The final
information and artifacts. result, seen above, incorporates a traditional color
palette and symbols of the area. The white bear in the

We are safe keepers of our heritage. center represents the lake that is our focus flanked by

a streetcar and a scow that both symbolize the im-

Educating the community about our portance of transportation and industry as well as the
history. methods people used to make their way throughout

the communities we serve.
We are the community storytellers.
Special thanks to WBLAHS members Dan Jones for

Encouraging personal and community respon- donating his design talents and Lisa Beecroft for guid-
sibility for preserving our physical links to the ing us through the process. The new logo can be
past. seen on the WBLAHS refreshed website at

whitebearhistory.org and throughout our materials
We are advocates for historic preservation. and signage.

Income by Category

*2018 DONATION FIGURES INCLUDE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
WHITE BEAR TOWN HALL REHABILIATION CAMPAIGN IN 2018.

Expense by Category
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#2019 FACILITIES EXPENSES INCLUDE A $30,000 PAYMENT TO- ADMIN PAYROLL  OUTREACH  FACILTIES  TOTALEXP
WARD THE ARMORY HVAC PROJECT AND THE INITIAL COSTS
OF THE WB TOWN HALL REHABILIATION PROJECT. FUNDS m 2017 m2018 m 2019

FOR BOTH PROJECTS WERE RAISED IN PREVIOUS YEARS.
THE FACILITIES CATEGORY INCLUDES OUR THREE SITES: The most recent IRS 990 and WBLAHS FY 2019 Balance Sheet are

THE FILLEBROWN HOUSE, ARMORY AND WB TOWN HALL. available on the "About Us" page at www.whitebearhistory.org.
White Bear Town Hall Update

Throughout 2019 the White Bear Town Hall continued to progress and the WBLAHS was proud to welcome visitors
to the site several times during the fall season. During Township Day on September 14th we unveiled the much
anticipated historical markers along the path leading from the parking lot to the north side of the building. The
markers depict an overview of township

history from the glacial era to the pre-

sent configuration of the political unit

and offer an introduction to the town

hall building and its story. The design

and fabrication of the markers was fund-

ed in part through the Arts and Cultural

Heritage Fund administered by the Min-

nesota Historical Society.

The interior of the building is also near-

ing completion, but changed course dur-

ing prep for floor installation when we

discovered the original 1880s hardwood

was still in place under several layers of

additional flooring.  Progress was

stopped to evaluate its condition and

the original flooring will be restored in

2020. The uncovering of this element of

the town hall has led to a better un-

derstanding of the layout of the inte- The White Bear Town Hall and Historical Markers at Polar Lakes Park, September 2019.
rior of the building and how it was

used in the early years of township government. This information will further enhance the final product.



