
On September 25, 1970, the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society was officially incorporated.  As we 
compete our fifth decade of collecting, preserving and sharing the stories of the communities that touch the 
shore of White Bear Lake much has changed and much has stayed the same. 
   From the very beginning the geographic focus of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has been the 
body of water that connects the five communities that touch its shore: Birchwood, Dellwood, Mahtomedi, White 
Bear Lake, and White Bear Township.
While the mission statement we use today may be a more 
recent addition, the concepts behind that statement are the same 
purposes that our founders identified fifty years ago. 

   Siblings Helen and Arthur 
Fillebrown donated their home and 
its contents to the WBLAHS and 
the transfer was completed upon 
Arthur’s death in 1978.  The house 
was nominated for the National 
Register of Historic Places and 
was accepted in 1976.  With the 
acquisition of the Fillebrown House 
came a new era and a new focus for 
the WBLAHS.  
   During that period members of the 
WBLAHS Board of Directors laid 

the groundwork 
for many of 
the programs 
we have today 
including 
the Members 
Christmas 
Party and Pops on the Porch.
The Self-Guided Walking Tour of the downtown and Lake 
Avenue areas was first published in 1992 and was joined by 
its companion, White Bear Lake: A Boating Tour in 2004.  
Both of these productions have been the brain-child of Kate 
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Pops on the Porch

Helen & Arthur 
Fillebrown

Mission Statement of the 
White Bear Lake Area 

Historical Society

The White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society connects the community to its 
past, cultivating an understanding  and 
appreciation for our history.  We fulfill 
our mission by….
 Gathering and maintaining

historical information and artifacts.
We are safe keepers of our heritage.

 Educating the community about
     our history.  We are the community
     storytellers.
 Encouraging personal and
     community responsibility for 
     preserving our physical links to the
     past.  We are advocates for historical 
     preservation.
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Huebsch, a past president of the Society.  Kate is just one of the many board members who have made an 
incredible impact on the WBLAHS over the past 50 years. 
   In addition to self-guided tours there are a collection of guided tours that one can take as part of a group as 
a private outing.  Our most popular offerings include the Gangster Bus Tours and boating tours of White Bear 
Lake. 

   

In 1990 Carroll Mattlin launched a committee to lead the effort to restore the floundering White Bear Lake 
Depot as a new home for the Chamber of Commerce.  By 1993 the City of White Bear Lake completed the 
renovations of the former Northern Pacific Depot at the intersection of Highway 61 and Fourth Street and the 

WBLAHS created a permanent exhibit space in the north portion of 
the building they would then share with the White Bear Area Chamber 
of Commerce until 2001.  
   The depot served as 
the site of the WBLAHS 
offices, exhibit space and 
resource library from 
2001 until 2013 featuring 

exhibits including, “The Boat Builders of White Bear”, “Bald Eagle 
Lake”, “The White Bear Fire Department” and “The Railroad Era”. 
In 2013 the WBLAHS had the opportunity to move our offices and 
resource library to the White Bear Lake Armory.  Today artifact 
displays remain at the depot to tell the story of our railroading past. 
   Throughout the 1970s and ‘80s one of the largest events and 
projects of the WBLAHS in partnership with the White Bear Women’s Club was the Historic House Tour.  
Originally, part of Manitou Days, the tour highlighted historic homes throughout our area and brought people 
out to enjoy their splendor.  After a nearly 20 year hiatus, the Historic House Tour was brought back by the 
WBLAHS in 2007 and has been a fantastic success both as a community event and a fundraiser providing 
approximately 15% of the annual operating budget. 
   Other unique fundraising efforts have included the annual Spring Event from 2001 
to 2010, our series of Quarterly Crops at the White Bear Armory giving scrapbookers 
a chance to preserve their memories in a fun event, and the Lakes and Legends 
Antique Show and Sale that offered people a chance to have their items evaluated 
or pick up a “new” treasure to take home.  Each of these events helped support our 
projects and programs that gather, preserve and share the stories of our community.   
   In addition to our own milestone of a 50th anniversary this year, since 2006 
the WBLAHS has been actively involved in a series of community celebrations 
planning and producing events and projects to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the City of White Bear 

White Bear Lake Armory Resource 
Library

Restored White Bear Lake Depot
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Lake and the 75th anniversary of the City of Mahtomedi in 2006, the 90th 
and 100th anniversaries of the City of Dellwood in 2007 and 2017 and the 
150th anniversary of White Bear Township in 2008 as well as the Minnesota 
Governor’s Fishing Opener in 2009.  We are currently preparing for Birchwood’s 
centennial in 2021. 
   White Bear Lake was chosen as the first site in the Metro area to host the 
Governor’s Fishing Opener because of its strong history as Minnesota’s First 

Resort Town.  This was an important theme throughout the event.  Along with providing guided boat tours to 
Opener participants, the WBLAHS coordinated a rededication of Memorial Beach and the new Lake Avenue 
Trail and produced “Then and Now” signs for the businesses in the downtown area.  Many of which are still on 
display more than a decade later!
   Along with the newer trends we have maintained our commitment to our roots and more traditional 
presentations and public programs throughout the communities we serve.  These are extremely popular and 
often have standing room only attendance.  Topics have included:  the History of Benson Airport, The Winter 
Carnival Ice Fishing Contest, White Bear Beach 
School, Growing Up in the area in the 1930s and 
‘40s, The Civil War, F. Scott Fitzgerald, the Myths 
and Legends of White Bear and many others.  
Through our partnership with the Ramsey County 
Library System to offer many of these programs 
at the White Bear Lake Library.  In 2020 with the 
gathering limitations we have launched into a series 
on online programs that have been incredibly well 
received. 
   The WBLAHS is an active participant in the array 
of local festivals and events including Marketfest 
and Manitou Days each summer. We coordinate 
presentations that connect with the Manitou Days 
theme each year.  We also have the honor of 
highlighting our area’s history during the second 
week of Marketfest with A Walk Down Memory 
Lane where people enjoy the 100 foot timeline of local history, booths related to our various initiatives and the 
always popular Old Fashioned Cake Walk!  In 2018 we even unveiled the contents of the Veteran’s Memorial 
Flagpole time capsule live with the event being broadcast over Facebook Live to viewers across the western 
hemisphere.
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Attendees at One of the Popular Programs Held at 
the White Bear Lake Library
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   The WBLAHS has always felt it was important to stay in touch with our members and one way we have done 
that is through our semi-annual newsletter, The Lake Area Preserver.  The fast-paced expansion of available 
technology over the last decade is something we are trying to keep pace with and one of our greatest successes 
on that front is our presence on Facebook. We have about 4500 followers and regular interaction. 

   

As time marches on, history continues to accumulate.  The 
Historical Society works hard to record the stories of today to 
preserve them for our future.  Three examples of those efforts 
include recording oral history interviews with members of 
our community, whether they be business people, community 
leaders or our veterans.  We diligently attempt to capture their 
stories.  As buildings in our downtown district continue to 
change and evolve we work to capture that historic moment 
with photographs and by collecting artifacts from the structures 
themselves.  As new opportunities to preserve and share our 
history develop we rise to the occasion as in the case of the 
White Bear Town Hall.  By working in partnership with White 
Bear Township we have rehabilitated a community asset that 

provide a place where we can share and learn about our community’s past for generations to come. 

  And, of course, we continue to maintain and enjoy the 
Fillebrown House. The house remains a symbol of all 
that the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has 
been and will be for the future.  It is the tangible thing 
that drew us together and it remains the gathering place 
of our organization and without many of the people in 
this room, through your manual labor, your monetary 
contributions and your support of these events and 
programs we wouldn’t be able to maintain the house or 
this wonderful organization.  For this we thank you!

100 Foot Timeline of Local History – Marketfest

unveiling of the contents of the Veteran’s 
Memorial Flagpole time capsule

Restored White Bear Town Hall

Fillebrown House



The WBLAHS Greatly Appreciates the Support 
of its Hometown Business Members

Hometown Business Plus Members ($100-249)

Hometown 
Business/Organization 

Members ($50-99)

Hometown Business Premium Members ($250-499)
Kathy Doucette Keller Williams 

NewStudio Architecture 
Washington Square Grill

White Bear Lawn & Snow

Hisdahls, Inc.

Judy King Estate Sales

Grandma’s Bakery
Kathy Madore, Edina Realty
Lisa Madore, Edina Realty

Knutsen Auto 
Pine Tree Apple Orchard

Ramsay & Associates 
White Bear Eye Clinic

Hoffman Heating & Air
VFW Post 1782
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The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society is proudly celebrating 50 years of preserving local history this fall! Join us on September 25-27, 2020 as we stream 50-hourly 
online segments (live and pre-recorded) that will showcase our community’s rich history, as well as highlight the work we do at the Historical Society. 
 
The fun will kick off on Friday evening with an opening live stream program about how and why the Historical Society began. Then each hour another segment will be 
released, some live on location, and others pre-recorded snapshots of local history. Please help us raise $50,000 to celebrate 50 Years over 50 Hours at Whitebearhistory.org. 
 

Hour Day Time Description Hour Day Time Description 

1 Friday 6:00pm LIVE Kick-off: How & Why Did WBLAHS Begin?  26 Saturday 7:00pm LIVE White Bear's Notorious Gangsters 

2 Friday 7:00pm Many Faces Session 1 Dakota & Ojibwe 27 Saturday 8:00pm Wet or Dry? The Prohibition Era at White Bear 

3 Friday 8:00pm Where Exactly Was Wildwood Amusement Park?  28 Saturday 9:00pm White Bear Town Hall - The Past, the Present & the Future  

4 Friday 9:00pm Cemetery Tour Highlights 29 Saturday 10:00pm Birchwood at Almost a Century 

5 Friday 10:00pm Who Were the Fillebrowns? 30 Saturday 11:00pm Tour of the WBLAHS Resource Library 

6 Friday 11:00pm Cass Gilbert's White Bear Cottages 31 Sunday 12:00am White Bear's Hockey History 

7 Saturday 12:00am Preservation Tips and Tidbits 32 Sunday 1:00am White Bear's Golden Resort Era 

8 Saturday 1:00am We Save History! 33 Sunday 2:00am The History of the White Bear Fire Department 

9 Saturday 2:00am The Story of the White Bear Library 34 Sunday 3:00am Schools Around the Lake 

10 Saturday 3:00am Tour of the White Bear Lake Depot 35 Sunday 4:00am Clubbin' It! A History of the White Bear & Bald Eagle Women's Clubs 

11 Saturday 4:00am Myths & Legends of White Bear  36 Sunday 5:00am Ice Palaces to Hot Air Balloons: Winter Carnival White Bear Style 

12 Saturday 5:00am White Bear Town Hall – The Move  37 Sunday 6:00am Dellwood:  100 Years and Counting 

13 Saturday 6:00am Bald Eagle on Record  38 Sunday 7:00am Many Faces Session 3 Shifting Demographics 

14 Saturday 7:00am Behind the Scenes Tour of the WBLAHS Archives 39 Sunday 8:00am From Roger’s Field to Benson Airport 

15 Saturday 8:00am White Bear Lake-All America City 40 Sunday 9:00am Matoska Memories Highlights 

16 Saturday 9:00am White Bear on the Go! 41 Sunday 10:00am Getty Building:  Then and Now 

17 Saturday 10:00am The Story of the White Bear Lake Armory  42 Sunday 11:00am Summer Fun at White Bear Lake 

18 Saturday 11:00am Mahtomedi – More Than Streetcars & Amusement Parks 43 Sunday 12:00pm LIVE Interactive Fillebrown House Tour  

19 Saturday 12:00pm Boating Tour of White Bear Lake, Part I 44 Sunday 1:00pm Boating Tour of White Bear Lake, Part II  

20 Saturday 1:00pm Preservation of the Fillebrown House 45 Sunday 2:00pm Why is White Bear Township Shaped that Way? 

21 Saturday 2:00pm Many Faces Session 2 Changing Traditions 46 Sunday 3:00pm Downtown WBL Then and Now - Viewer's Choice vote for your faves! 

22 Saturday 3:00pm Lake Avenue Walking Tour 47 Sunday 4:00pm White Bear Water Ski Company Project  

23 Saturday 4:00pm The Johnson Boat Works Story 48 Sunday 5:00pm Historic House Tour Highlights 

24 Saturday 5:00pm LIVE Prohibition Happy Hour 49 Sunday 6:00pm What has the WBLAHS Accomplished over the last 50 years?  

25 Saturday 6:00pm LIVE Local History Trivia 50 Sunday 7:00pm What’s Next?   
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For the first time since 2007 the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society will not be 
having the White Bear Area Historic House Tour this fall.  The tradition which began 
in the 1970s as a collaboration between the historical society and the White Bear Lake 
Women’s Club as a part of Manitou Days was revived by the WBLAHS in 2007.  The 
community building event served as an opportunity to raise funds, hear stories of 
our community through homes that are interesting due to their architecture, former 
inhabitants, location or other features and bring people to the area.  With the challenges 
presented by COVID-19 it was decided that the Historic House Tour 2020 would be 
canceled. 

   When one door closes another opens. September 25, 2020 marks the 50th anniversary of the incorporation 
of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society as an organization.  With the Historic House Tour scheduled 
for Sunday, September 27th we contemplated several ideas to commemorate this important milestone, but 
continued to struggle with balancing it and the effort required by the tour.  With the cancellation of the tour 
event this year, a newly envisioned anniversary celebration has taken shape.  Much like the rest of the world, 
we have had to rethink and re-envision how we do things and particularly how we can continue to connect our 
community to its past.  As a historian, shifting to new and everchanging technology is not my strongest skillset, 
but I am inspired by looking back to those who had the foresight in 1970 to formally create an organization 
charged with preserving the history of this special place and those who took the leap in 2001 to hire the first 
paid staff to allow the WBLAHS to grow and adapt to the changing times.  As we celebrate the past 50 years 
and launch the WBLAHS on the path for the next 50 years we must continue to adapt and reimagine what is 
possible. 
   Over the weekend of September 25-27 the WBLAHS will present “50 for 50 – Celebrating 50 Years of the 
WBLAHS” a 50 hour virtual “event” featuring an online segment each hour that showcases  an aspect of our 
community’s rich history and inspires viewers to support the important work of the WBLAHS with a goal of 
raising $50,000 for 50 Years.  The online segments will include live and pre-recorded sections on local favorites 
such as Wildwood Amusement Park, White Bear’s Notorious Gangsters, The Johnson Boat Works Story, Cass 
Gilbert’s White Bear Cottages, White Bear’s Hockey History and much more including an interactive happy 
hour and live trivia segment on Saturday night. 
   In 2020 we have launched our first efforts into virtual programming and have been inspired by the opportunity 
to reach audiences that would have previously been limited by geography, scheduling conflicts and other 
obstacles that disappear when a program is available online.  Admittedly, the format is not perfect and we would 
never rely solely upon it for connecting with our members and supporters, but during these unusual times it is a 
wonderful opportunity to connect in a new way.  We hope you will join us! 

-Sara Markoe Hanson

From the Director’s Desk... 

Memorials
Gifts in Memory of 

Sam Emerson
Meg Todd

Sara & Jeff Hanson
White Bear Lake City Staff



As we move into fall and transition into the final phases of 2020 we at the White 
Bear Lake Area Historical Society have many reasons to be thankful. During the 50th 
anniversary weekend at the end of September we will share many of those stories and 
celebrate what has been accomplished over the past fifty years. During that time we will 
ask you to consider a donation to the WBLAHS to support us in gathering, preserving 
and sharing the stories of our community. Through the generosity of our members 
and our community we have been able to organize and grow from the dreams of a 
few dedicated members more than fifty years ago to thousands who connect with their 
history through our offerings in-person, in writing and online. Please help us continue to 
connect our community to its past by making a donation now for the future.

-Dave Peterson

The WBLAHS has been the recipient of several wonderful donations to our collections recently, including:

•	First Bank of White Bear Lake cash bag and small “safe” toy bank
	Donated by Tom Hammitt
•	Sign from the Peoples Market on Washington Avenue
 Donated by Sandy Matzdorf 

Donations accepted for the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s collections must pertain to the area 
surrounding White Bear Lake and meet other requirements such as the ability for the WBLAHS to properly 
maintain and care for the items.  For more information on what those requirements are, please contact Sara at 
651-407-5327.  Without donations like these the collections and resources of the WBLAHS would not grow.  
They are greatly appreciated!

Recent Donations

WBLAHS President

Help Protect Your Estate and Provide 
Long-Term Support for the Society

Planned Giving Program Helps You & Helps Us
A well-planned planned giving program is a proven way to help you achieve your financial and philanthropic 

goals. Planned Giving may help you to:
•    Obtain a charitable income tax deduction			  •    Avoid or reduce capital gains taxes
•    Avoid probate costs					     •    Reduce estate taxes
•    Reduce federal income taxes				    •    Provide a continuous income for your retirement
From the Historical Society’s perspective, planned giving allows us to … plan! The Historical Society is 
evolving. There are new opportunities ahead to have an even stronger presence in the community. As more 
people set up planned gifts naming the Historical Society as one of their beneficiaries, we can confidently take 
action on the opportunities.
If your gift is greater than $10,000, you can restrict its use – toward educational programs, house restoration, 
costumes, whatever you want. The key is to make a gift through your estate and let us know. 
For more information on Planned Giving, please contact Sara Hanson at 651-407-5327 or 
sara@whitebearhistory.org.



SEPTEMBER
50 for 50 Celebration!
Friday, September 25th – Sunday, September 27th 
Online at Whitebearhistory.org
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society is proudly celebrating 50 
years of preserving local history this fall! Join us on September 25-27, 
2020 as we will stream 50-hourly online segments (live and pre-recorded) that will showcase our community’s 
rich history, as well as highlight the work we do at the Historical Society.

50 Years of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society
Monday, September 28th 6-7pm
Offered via Zoom through the Ramsey County Library System, Registration Required
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. Join us to hear how 
things began, why the work we do is so important and how that work has changed over the decades. 

OCTOBER
Cass Gilbert’s White Bear Cottages
Monday, October 26th 6-7pm
Offered via Zoom through the Ramsey County Library System, Registration Required
Well-known Minnesota architect Cass Gilbert spent much of his early career designing homes 
and other buildings around the White Bear area.  Join the WBLAHS for this illustrated program 
as we discuss some of his early work, some of which still stand, while others have not survived 
or were never built. 

NOVEMBER
Where Exactly Was Wildwood Amusement Park? 
Monday, November 23rd  6-7pm
Offered via Zoom through the Ramsey County Library System, Registration Required
Wildwood Park boomed on the southwest shore of White Bear Lake during the first part of the twentieth 
century. Join us as we set the scene with images and stories from the park’s heyday.  You can almost feel the 
streetcars rattling along the tracks!

2020 Calendar of Events
In an abundance of caution, the WBLAHS Board has cancelled all in-person, public events for the remainder 
of 2020.  We are in the process of launching a series of online/virtual event opportunities.  For details on these 
events and more visit whitebearhistory.org, facebook.com/whitebearhistory or call 651 407-5327.  Items will 
be added and updated as information becomes available.  Please visit Whitebearhistory.org or facebook.com/
Whitebearhistory for registration links for each program. 

Learning from Our 
Past, 

Preserving for Our 
Future.

Facebook.com/whitebearhistory



The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society has successfully 
transitioned several of our most popular programs to online 
offerings over the summer of 2020.  Many of our programs are 
designed for in-person presentations with a format that works best 
with questions and discussion about the various topics.  This can 
be done for some of our online programs with smaller attendance 
such as the Virtual Historical Pub Crawl we offered during the 
mini-Manitou Days celebration this year. 
   For some of our more popular topics it is more challenging.  
With the August program “White Bear’s Notorious 
Gangsters” offered in partnership with the Ramsey County 

Library we had 485 registered participants.  This is 
a wonderful challenge to have and we are working 
through ways to make events such as these more 
interactive. 
   A significant benefit of developing these online 
programs is the wider audience that we can reach. 

Through the first few programs we have reached participants from more than a dozen states who would not 
have been able to join us in person.  We will continue to develop our virtual offerings and look forward to 
connecting with even more attendees.  Check the Calendar of Events for our monthly programs as well as the 
upcoming 50 for 50 event celebrating 50 years of the WBLAHS. 

Your Society In Action

White Bear Lake Area Historical Society Membership Application
 

	 Name _______________________________________________________________________                                                           

	 Address  _____________________________________________________________________                                           	
		

City _______________________________ State ________________ Zip__________________                

	 Phone__________________________  Email ________________________________________                                   

Check level of membership: 

______Individual $25             ______Household $40             ______ Supporting $100

          ______Sustaining ($300 & above) $_________       
     

Send with check to WBLAHS, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, Minnesota 55110-0543

•Birchwood
•Dellwood
•Mahtomedi
•White Bear Lake 
•White Bear Township

The White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society is proud to serve the following 

communities:

 Proudly Serving

If you have a story, pictures, or any 
information that you would like to share, 
please contact Sara at 651-407-5327

PAST
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