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The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society's

2020 Program Accomplishments At-a-Glance—A Year Like Never Before

Memberships: 428 Core Weekly Volunteers: 1 Event Volunteers: 25 Research Contacts: 122

Facebook Contacts: 9269 Email newsletter Subscribers: 1564

2020 Major Programs & Accomplishments:

Shifted all programming to virtual delivery offering more than 60 live and pre-recorded presentations between
March and December with over 6,000 attendees and an expanded audience across the country representing a
180% increase in our online reach.

Progressed on restoration and rehabilitation work including wall installation at the White Bear Town Hall and

window restoration at the Fillebrown House historic sites
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Proudly preserving the stories of Birchwood, Dellwood, Mahtomedi, White Bear Lake and White Bear Township!



. . INCOME 2018 2019 2020
Message from the Executive Director, Sara Markoe Hanson DUES/DONAT  $128841  $102101  $165,080
GRANTS $21,329 $13,000 $30,724
As we reflect back on 202.0 we will remember the many challenges the year pre.sent- TOURS/PROG $31,389 $23,937 $3,908
ed—and they were plentiful—but | choose to remember the way our community and
o SALES $3,662 $4,907 $755
our organization responded to those challenges. Throughout what was supposed to be TOTAL INC $185,221 $143.945  $200,467
a year of celebration and recognition of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s - - - :

*2018 DONATION FIGURES INCLUDE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
WHITE BEAR TOWN HALL REHABILIATION CAMPAIGN IN 2018.
2020 DONATION FIGURES INCLUDE DONOR DESIGNATED
FUNDS FOR NEWLY CREATED ASSOC. DIRECTOR POSITION.

5o0th anniversary we found ourselves reinventing how we meet our mission of
“Connecting Our Community To Its Past”.

| have repeatedly said that our members and community are remarkably generous with
their support both through their interest and financially. During these complex times we have experienced that

once again here at the WBLAHS. In addition to operating support we have received the gift of a donor designat- EXPENSES 2018 2019 2020
ed grant to establish a full-time Associate Director position. In late 2020 Rheanna O’Brien joined us in this role. ADMIN $15,698  $12,534 $16,654
We are excited about the continuity this offers and the growth potential for the WBLAHS as we transition from PAYROLL $71,927  $80,800 $97,981
planning to implementation on our long-term goals. Stay tuned for exciting new things in 2021! OUTREACH $11,538  $13,004 $8,538
-Sara MUSEUMS/SITES $33,573 $90,692 $18,739
WBLAHS Mission TOTAL EXP. $132,736  $197,029  $141,912

The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society
connects the community to its past, cultivating an
understanding and appreciation for our history.

We fulfill our mission by:
e Gathering and maintaining historical
information and artifacts.

We are safe keepers of our heritage.

Educating the community about our
history.

We are the community storytellers.
Encouraging personal and community responsi-

bility for preserving our physical links to the
past.

Fillebrown Window Repair Underway
During 2020 several window projects at the
Fillebrown House have been underway. Work has
included:

e Fabrication of three new storm windows to re-
place earlier ones that had deteriorated

e Customized sash repair for windows in the back
hall damaged

e Researchinto glass repair for the extensive col-
ored window glass that has suffered cracks and
damage due to shifting and settling of the house

The 1879 lakeside cottage is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places due to its architectural
style. The WBLAHS is committed to maintaining and

*2019 SITES EXPENSES INCLUDE A $30,000 PAYMENT TOWARD

THE ARMORY HVAC PROJECT AND THE INITIAL COSTS OF THE

WB TOWN HALL REHABILIATION PROJECT. FUNDS FOR BOTH
PROJECTS WERE RAISED IN PREVIOUS YEARS.

THE SITES CATEGORY INCLUDES: THE FILLEBROWN HOUSE,
ARMORY AND WHITE BEAR TOWN HALL.

The most recent IRS 990 and WBLAHS FY 2020 Balance Sheet are
available on the "About Us" page at www.whitebearhistory.org.

WBLAHS Celebrates 50 Years (1970-2020) Through Massive Virtual Outreach

As 2020 approached plans were in the works for a celebration to mark the milestone of 50 years of preserving his-
tory around the lake. And then COVID-19 hit. After brainstorming and analyzing the possibilities for many weeks,

the WBLAHS team landed on the idea of a 50-hour celebratio

n inspired by the Muscular Dystrophy Association tel-

ethons of past decades. Things would be different, and the undertaking would be immense, but the team assem-
bled to accomplish the task was dependable, creative and downright incredible.

In the end, the programming would be shared online not on

broadcast tv and it would not be non-stop program-

ming, but it would be nonstop entertainment. The weekend of September 25-27 included 50 segments of local his-
tory, some pre-recorded and some presented live. The virtual format of the celebration allowed people to partici-
pate from near and far, safely and from the comfort of their own homes.

During a challenging economic year, local businesses showe

d their support by sponsoring the event in generous

preserving the elements that make the Fillebrown
House significant.

ways and donors answered the call to help us reach our goal
of raising $50,000 to help launch us into our next 50 years.
As an added benefit, many of the most popular presenta-
tions by the WBLAHS have been recorded and captured for
future use.

We are advocates for historic preservation.

White Bear Town Hall Update

Progress on the White Bear Town Hall Rehabilitation Pro-

ject slowed during 2020 due to Covid-19 protocols and Like much of 2020, the 50th anniversary of the WBLAHS did

not happen as we had planned, but it happened beautifully.
Not everything was perfect, but we learned a lot along the
way, reached our goal and shared many laughs as we did it.

challenges with materials and other factors. Even so, the
layout with the interior walls that was discovered as we
uncovered the original 1880s wood floors in late 2019

has been re-constructed and the original pine floors will Thank you to all who shared their talents to make it happen

and the many sponsors and donors who supported the
effort. It will be a celebration to remember!

be restored. We are hopeful to be able to use the
building later in 2021 for programming.




