
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society is excited to announce the acquisition of the historic White 
Bear Lake Armory as our permanent home for exhibitions, classes and community events.  Earlier this year as 
the city of White Bear Lake re-evaluated its ongoing use of the 1922 structure the WBLAHS began to pursue an 

idea that had been percolating for a while-what 
if we could use the whole armory to share our 
collective history with the community in new 
and exciting ways? 
The century old building provides a unique 
opportunity to preserve and honor the history 
of the armory itself and its significance to our 
community as well as revitalize the structure 
for today’s uses with updated systems and 
more efficient workspaces and public offerings.  
Being in the downtown area is a perfect fit for 
welcoming visitors and residents who want to 
take in an exhibit, participate in a class or do 
research on our local history.  

During Manitou Days this summer 
we did a bit of a trial run to see what 
the community appetite would be 
for a drill hall turned exhibit gallery.  
We created “Bears on Boards: Water 
Skiing in White Bear” a multimedia 
exhibit celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of the invention of water 
skiing in Lake City, Minnesota and 
White Bear’s connection to the sport.  
Over the three week run we had more 
than 1500 people visit the exhibit some 
coming from as far as Kentucky and 
Florida!  Others who were not able to 
get here in-person have enjoyed the 
collection of video elements online.  
The feedback has been tremendous and 
the outcry for more has been heard. 
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Postcard featuring the Armory

Summer 2022 “Bears on Boards: Water Skiing in White Bear” 
Exhibit in Armory Drill Hall space



Through the 
generous 
support of key 
stakeholders 
we were able to 
show the city of 
White Bear Lake 
that we have a 
viable concept for 
creating a local 
history center in 
the heart of our 
community.  At 
their September 
13th meeting the 
council voted 
unanimously 
to transfer the 
property to the 
WBLAHS for 
$1.  That does not 
mean the building 
comes free and 
clear, but it does 

mean that funds raised so far can be dedicated to immediate repairs and upgrades including the replacement 
of the failing elevator to ensure accessibility for all and roof and masonry repairs to stabilize the building’s 
envelope and ensure its preservation for years to come.  The total cost of these items alone is estimated at over 
$500,000. 
Once the immediate needs are met, the transition of the historic structure into a modern museum begins.  The 
public areas including lobby spaces, restrooms and accessible entries will be updated and dedicated classroom 
space will be outfitted for presentations, school groups and public workshops.  The large drill hall space will 
be transformed into an exhibit gallery with permanent and temporary exhibits to showcase our deep and varied 
stories from around the lake.
This will not happen overnight, but we are so excited to get started. Planning is underway for the initial stages 
of the construction process expected to begin in the spring of 2023 and last approximately twelve months. 
Things will be changing frequently during this process, but we are committed to continue delivering the 
programs and events you have come to expect.

The Next 100 Years is Here! continued from page 1

1922 Cornerstone laid for armory
1923 Armory opened for use
1928 Arson fired gutted the front portion of 
building
1929 Reconstructed armory with parapets 
completed
1941 Cyclone destroys roof of drill hall 
1992 Armory decommissioned by National 
Guard
1994 Armory transferred to city of White 
Bear Lake from State for $1
1996 Armory becomes the home of the White 
Bear Center for the Arts and White Bear Lake 
Lions Club
2013 White Bear Center for the Arts moves 
to new building and White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society moves into upper level of 
building
2019 Armory listed in National Register of 
Historic Places 
2022 Armory transferred to White Bear Lake 
Area Historical Society from city for $1

Facebook.com/whitebearhistory
Learning from Our 

Past, 
Preserving for Our 

Future.

THE FIRST 100 YEARS



The house at 2229 Third Street, affectionately known as the “Green House”, has drawn a lot of interest in 
recent months as the WBLAHS works through the planning process for theArmory.  After much discussion 
regarding the space needs of the WBLAHS and the possibilities and limitations of the Armory property the 
WBLAHS board directed staff and representatives to pursue the purchase of this property to the south of the 
Armory to ensure the option for future expansion, if determined to be necessary.
The future of the property is 
yet to be determined, but the 
history is quite interesting.  
According to Ramsey County 
property records, the house 
was built in 1894 and became 
the home of Morris and Anna 
(Milner) Erhardt along with 
their only son Lincoln. 
Morris was a Civil War 
Veteran who served in the 1st 
Minnesota Company B out of 
Stillwater.  He was wounded 
at Gettysburg and would 
be impacted by his wounds 
until his death in 1908.  
The widowed Mrs. Erhardt 
moved for a time to the west coast with her son but returned to White Bear to marry John Extrand whose house 

once stood on the present site of the Armory and was moved for the 
construction of the building in 1922.  A decade later both John and 
Anna had also died.
By that time the Green House was owned and occupied by Marshall 
Washington, his wife Anelda and their son Marshall, Jr. Washington 
is well remembered for being the proprietor of a furniture store on 
Fourth Street in the old auditorium building.  He first sold secondhand 
furniture and then began making reproductions. 
The house had been divided into two apartments by February of 1949 
when a fire broke out in the upper level.  The family in the lower 
apartment escaped, but the mother and son who lived upstairs did not.  
Paul Rycklicki, a teenager, died on the scene and his mother Sophie 
Rycklicki suffered severe burns and died at the hospital from her 
injuries. 
For many years the house has continued to be a multi-unit dwelling 
with beautiful gardens and a storied past.  Sadly, the current structural 
condition is not safe and the building will be razed.  Efforts to 
repurpose elements of the house and to document its history are 
underway.  If you have any stories or images of the house to share, 
please contact Sara Hanson at sara@whitebearhistory.org or 651-407-
5327.

What’s Happening with the “Green House”?

Aerial View of 2229 Third Street (center of picture)

•Birchwood
•Dellwood
•Mahtomedi
•White Bear Lake 
•White Bear Township

The White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society is proud to 

serve the following communities:

 Proudly Serving

If you have a story, pictures, or 
any information that you would 
like to share, please contact Sara 
at 651-407-5327



The WBLAHS Greatly Appreciates the Support 
of its Hometown Business Members
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Ramsay & Associates
Washington Square Grill 
White Bear Eye Clinic

VFW Post 1782
White Bear Press

Kathy Doucette Keller 
Williams

Hometown Ultimate Members ($500+)



Gustav (Gus) Amundson was an icon in early boat building and yachting at White Bear Lake, the Interlake 
Regatta, and the Inland Lakes Yachting Association (ILYA). On Friday, August 19, 2022, Amundson was 
formally inducted into the ILYA Hall of Fame at Lake Geneva in Wisconsin. 
According to the Amundson Family History, “One of the earliest sailboat builders in White Bear Lake was 
Gustav Amundson who came here in 1887.  He first came to America in 1882, at the age of 22.  He had a fair 
knowledge of boat building so came to Minnesota to look at our lakes.  He bought a home on Lincoln Avenue in 
White Bear Lake and built a large boat shop 
in the back of the home.  He designed and 
built boats there for a number of years.  In 
about 1910, he built a new shop and storage 
shed down by the lake in the area then known 
as Ramaley Bay.  The boat works employed 
up to 25 men.”
Gus began building sailboats at White Bear 
Lake in 1887 and continued building boats at 
the Amundson Boat Works for over 40 years 
until two of his sons took over operations of 
the boat works.  He was one of the earliest 
boat builders in White Bear Lake and quote 
from the History of the White Bear Yacht 
Club read:”A number of boat builders had located in White Bear Lake to care for the growing demand for 

yachts. …  The names of Gus Amundson 
and Andrew Peterson appeared in the 
eighties. …   In 1893, John 0. Johnson 
came to White Bear from Norway and 
lived with, and was employed by, Gus 
Amundson, whom he had known in the 
old country.  In 1896, Johnson opened 
his own shop...”
While visiting Norway, Gus invited, 
and may have even recruited, John O. 
Johnson to come from Norway to work 
for him.  He taught Johnson the boat 
building trade for three years which gave 

him the valuable experience to initiate his legendary boat building career.  Gus was one of the boat builders 
instrumental in the development of scows.  According to their family history, “Gustav built some of the first 
sailboats of the “Scow” type which now sail on our Minnesota lakes” and his first scow was the Aurelia a 23-
foot catboat built in 1897.”  Howard Chapelle, in his History of American Sailing Ships also stated, “Among the 
designers who played a part in the development of the scow were … Middle West designers Arthur Dyer, Gus 
Amundson, W.L. Davis and C.M. Palmer.”  The Rudder magazine wrote about Gus’ early boat, the Minnesota, 
in September 1900 – “Minnesota is an especially good-looking and well-turned boat, beside being an excellent 
piece of work, for which her builder and designer, Gus Amundson, deserves much credit. …  The bow is full but 
is very fair … and, while having a tendency toward the scow, is not extreme in any way.” 

Gus Amundson Inducted into ILYA Hall of Fame
By Jay Rendall

The Amundson Boat Works, Ramaley Bay on White Bear Lake

Gus Amundson Inducted into ILYA Hall of Fame continued on page 6

Gus Amundson on the docks at the White Bear Yacht Club



Amundson Boat Works built several classes of boats 
sailed in the early years of the ILYA and White Bear 
Yacht Club – A, B, and C scows.  The Amundson 
Boat Works later built X boats and Y boats originally 
designed by Johnson Boat Works.
The family history also indicates that Gus was very 
interested and involved in ILYA yachting — “He 
designed all of his boats and often stayed up late at 
night changing the design in an effort to improve 
them.  He would attend many of the inland lakes 
regattas to see how his boats did and to visit with the 
sailors.”  Also, “Gustav attended practically all sailing 
regattas of the Inland Lakes Yachting Association 
to observe how their boats and the boats of other 
builders fared.”

During the height of his career as a boat builder, his 
boatworks built between 25 to 50 sailboats each year.  
During his career, he designed and built from 1,500 to 2,000 sailboats.  Among the boats he built were several 
that were important to yacht racing and were WBYC or ILYA champions:
•	 Osito, a 23-foot sloop, sailed by C.M. Griggs, was the WBYC champion in the 23-foot class in 1892. 
•	 Alerta, a 23-foot cat Class boat owned by Harry T. Drake and Alex M. Drake, won the WBYC 
            championship in 1895;
•	 Aurelia, a scow-type, 23-foot catboat, built for W.B. Dean and sailed by Dr. Welch, won the 1897 
            Interlake Regatta with Minnetonka;
•	 Xenia, owned by Harry T. Drake, and Peter C. Stohr, won the Class B in the first ILYA regatta held in 
            1898;
•	 Mahto, built for J.H. Skinner and sailed by L.P. Ordway, won the first ILYA Class A regatta in 1898;
•	 St.Paul, a Class A boat was sailed by L. P. Ordway representing WBYC at the ILYA regatta.
•	 Atilla, built for Harry T. Drake and Peter C. Stohr, raced in Class B in 1900 and won the Lake Geneva 
            Yacht Club Regatta with three straight victories in the regatta and then won the ILYA championship.
•	 Minnesota, a 38-foot Class A boat, owned by F.M. Douglas, J.H. Skinner and Cass Gilbert, sailed in the 
            international Seawanhaka Cup races in 1900 in Canada.
•	 Alpha, sailed by Evan Reece [Rees], Jack Ordway, Carl Schuneman, Milton Griggs and S.G. Ordway, 
            won ILYA Class A at Oshkosh in 1904.
Several of Amundson’s descendants are still living in the area.  There are three granddaughters: Abby Howe 
lives in Mahtomedi, and Susan Lennartson, lives in Stillwater, and Marcia Janasz lives in Minneapolis.  There 
are two great grandsons: David Amundson lives in Minneapolis and David Howe in White Bear Lake.  Linda 
Gerber a great granddaughter lives in Cottage Grove.  Three of Amundson’s great-great grandsons are also 
living in the area: Bjorn Amundson in Minneapolis, Britt Amundson in Chaska, and Elliot Amundson in South 
St. Paul.

Joe Peterson, Boat Builder, Johnson Boat Works

Gus Amundson Inducted into ILYA Hall of Fame continued from page 5

Boat Plate from Amundson Boat Works Builders



At the WBLAHS Annual Meeting on October 15, 2022, we elected three new board members. 
We are excited to welcome local business owner and community supporter Bill Foussard and preservation 
advocate and Dellwood City Clerk Joel Holstad as new members at-large. 
In addition, we welcome back Jeanenne Rausch who served on the WBLAHS board from 2016-2021 and due to 
board term limits rotated off for 2022 but has enthusiastically returned for 2023-25. Welcome all!
On the staff side we continue to grow.  As our plans for the future of the WBLAHS unfold we are adjusting and 
adding to our incredible team. 
Rheanna O’Brien has transitioned from Associate Director to Education Director with a primary focus of 
building our education opportunities for students of all ages.  O’Brien has developed new initiatives such as the 
History Club in partnership with White Bear Lake Area High School and a pilot program doing regular local 
history lessons with elementary students.  The growth of these programs has been extraordinary, and we look 
forward to cultivating these partnerships. 
Over the summer, Dan Jones has completed contract work for the WBLAHS including producing videos and 
graphics for the “Bears on Boards” 
exhibit.  Jones has been added 
as permanent staff in the role of 
Creative Director to focus on 
video, graphic and concept design 
for presentations, exhibits, print, 
web and other media as we expand 
our offerings at the White Bear 
Lake Armory and throughout the 
community.

President: Maureen Raymond       Past-President: Dave Peterson
Secretary: Kathy Doucette    Treasurer: Bill Short

WBLAHS 2022 Board of Directors

Matthew Bebel
Ted Field

Doug Karle 

Kerri Kindsvater
Mike Shepard  
Rob Thomas

Your Society in Action

Welcome New WBLAHS Board and Staff

In September WBLAHS Executive Director Sara Hanson was invited to appear on Twin Cities Live to 
share some of our local history.  The 
segment was part of a weeklong series 
the afternoon talk show was doing 
called “In Your Town” featuring 
the communities of Mahtomedi and 
Willernie.  Topics of discussion 
included the Piccadilly, Wildwood 
Amusement Park and, of course, a bit 
about the gangsters from the 1930s.



Mission Statement of the 
White Bear Lake Area 

Historical Society

The White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society connects the community to its 
past, cultivating an understanding  and 
appreciation for our history.  We fulfill 
our mission by….
	 Gathering and maintaining 
     historical information and artifacts.
     We are safe keepers of our heritage.
	 Educating the community about
     our history.  We are the community
     storytellers.
	 Encouraging personal and
     community responsibility for 
     preserving our physical links to the
     past.  We are advocates for historical 
     preservation.

Education Corner

Exciting things are happening with the students in our area!  The WBLAHS has established a pilot program 
with a third-grade class at Lakeaires Elementary School where we provide standards based local history lessons 
once a month throughout the school year.  We hope to continue developing this partnership and expand to other 
third-grade classrooms around the district. 

At the high school level, the 
History Club, a partnership 
between the White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society and the White 
Bear Lake Area High School, has 
been doing a fantastic job getting 
involved with local history and 
volunteering in our community.  
In its inaugural year, the History 

Club has already put in over 200 volunteer 
hours at the “Bears on Boards” exhibit at the 
armory, the Lion’s Club Bear Water Run, 
and “Trick or Canning” for the White Bear 
Area Food Shelf.  The students of the History 
Club get a chance to engage in activities that 
cultivate an appreciation of our history and 
the opportunity to “do” history in their own 
community. 

The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society looks forward 
to cultivating a solid relationship with our local students and 
schools and is excited for all the new opportunities to come!

History Club Events (top to bottom): the Bear Water Run, 
Meeting at South Campus and Having Fun on the Fire Truck



It is with great sadness that we mourn the loss of 
our longtime office manager, Kim Stieper
Kim started with the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society as a volunteer scanning 
photos and completing data entry projects and quickly evolved into her role as part-
time office manager. Over the past 10 years she was a dedicated and integral part of the 
WBLAHS and her presence will be missed greatly. If you called in or stopped by our 

offices you were likely greeted by Kim’s smile or cheerful voice. She was our first point of contact for so many. 
Our condolences are with her family during this difficult time.

Christmas at the Fillebrown House

For 143 years, this lakeside cottage has stood on Lake Avenue, watching over 
the neighborhood.  For its first forty-five years it was a “Holiday Home” – part of 
Minnesota’s Resort Era that evolved our cabin culture.  Its three owners, the Charles P. 
Noyes family, Judge George and Ellen Young, and the Fillebrown family, all had homes 
in St. Paul and returned here for rest, relaxation, and fabulous parties.  When the summers 
ended, Arthur and Helen Fillebrown’s letters speak of winter days filled with sleigh rides 
and snow, skating and bonfires, dances, friends, food, and music.

Today it is again a Holiday Home, opened for tours, special events, and festivities.  The Fillebrown House has 
a certain magic when dressed for Christmas.  The tree stretches up toward the second floor gallery wreathed in 
twinkling lights.  Garlands are wound through the banisters, baubles and bangles are hung, and the stained glass 
throws colors on the snow outside.  It becomes both Christmas Past and Christmas Present, and brings joy to all 
who enter.
Sharing this jewel of a home has become a holiday delight from the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society 
to the community at large.  In the past it has showcased a vast collection of nutcrackers, opened its doors for 
a Christmas Story Time, held music recitals, and hosted dinners and parties for members.  This year there are 
daylight tours as well as Candlelight Tours to explore this wonderful home.  Please join us in celebrating the 
Season at the Fillebrown House.

-Maureen Raymond

WBLAHS President

The WBLAHS has been the recipient of several wonderful donations to our collections recently, including:
•   Hattie Long items including letters, a framed baby portrait and other mementos that belonged to the long-
time White Bear Lake teacher and boarder at the Fillebrown House.
		  Donated by Barb LeVasseur

•   Local business marketing items such as matchbooks from area restaurants such as Carbones and Donatellis 
and other marketing materials. 
		  Donated by Tom Hammitt
   Donations accepted for the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s collections must pertain to the area 
surrounding White Bear Lake and meet other requirements such as the ability for the WBLAHS to properly 
maintain and care for the items.  For more information on what those requirements are, please contact Sara at 
651-407-5327.  Without donations like these the collections and resources of the WBLAHS would not grow.  
They are greatly appreciated!

Recent Donations



The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society is excited to announce that we have received three new grants in 
the second half of 2022.  

•	 Vadnais Lakes Area Water Management Organization ($750)
Additional support for a pollinator garden to be planted at the 
Historic Town Hall including signage for the site. The pollinator 
garden affords us the opportunity to educate visitors and students in 
the community about the powerful connections between animals, 
plants, and people and how essential these pollinators are to our 
ecosystem. 

•	 Minnesota Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund Grant –WBLAHS 3D Object Collection Inventory
            ($67,379)

To complete an inventory of the 3D objects held in the WBLAHS collection. 

•	 Greater White Bear Lake Community Foundation Grant -
            Picture It-Capturing Our Community One Photo at a Time
            ($3,000)

To coordinate the collection of images from the five municipalities we serve in two ways: first, a 
comprehensive aerial project in partnership with a pilot and photographer to capture images of the 
current area around White Bear Lake as a snapshot in time and second, a crowd sourced series of events 
with one in each of the five municipalities we serve to provide community members the opportunity to 
bring their images of the area to be scanned and archived as part of the WBLAHS permanent collection. 

We are grateful for the support of these organizations and eager to get these projects underway. Stay tuned for 
updates throughout 2023.

Grant News

Planned Giving Program Helps You & Helps Us
A well-planned planned giving program is a proven way to help you achieve your financial and philanthropic goals. 

Planned Giving may help you to:
•    Obtain a charitable income tax deduction			            •    Avoid or reduce capital gains taxes
•    Avoid probate costs					                           •    Reduce estate taxes
•    Reduce federal income taxes				                         •    Provide a continuous income for your 
retirement
From the Historical Society’s perspective, planned giving allows us to … plan!  The Historical Society is evolving.  There 
are new opportunities ahead to have an even stronger presence in the community.  As more people set up planned gifts 
naming the Historical Society as one of their beneficiaries, we can confidently take action on the opportunities.
If your gift is greater than $10,000, you can restrict its use – toward educational programs, house restoration, costumes, 
whatever you want. The key is to make a gift through your estate and let us know. 
For more information on Planned Giving, please contact Sara Hanson at 651-407-5327 or 
sara@whitebearhistory.org.

Help Protect Your Estate and Provide 
Long-Term Support for the Society



Another year is coming to a close and oh what a year it has been! Throughout this 
newsletter you can read aboutall of our adventures in more detail. From our first ever 
large scale exhibit this summer, “Bears on Boards: 100 Years of Water Skiing in White 
Bear” to acquiring the historic Armory building as our permanent home, the WBLAHS 
is growing in incredible ways. As always, we appreciate the support and enthusiasm 
from our members and the participants. We are so very grateful to be a part of this 
extraordinary community and look forward to finding new ways to serve!

-Sara Markoe Hanson

From the Director’s Desk... 

The WBLAHS, in partnership with White Bear Township and with the support of the St. Paul Garden Club 
and Vadnais Lakes Area Water Management Organization, installed a pollinator garden in at the Historic White 
Bear Town Hall site at Polar Lakes Park in White Bear Township. 
A pollinator garden is designed to 
contain native plants to provide food and 
shelter for bees, birds, and butterflies 
that pollinate plants that support the 
local ecosystem and food web. The 
Historic White Bear Town Hall pollinator 
garden contains 14 different species, 147 
plants and is just over 600 square feet 
in size. Pictured left to right is St. Paul 
Garden Club Co-President Sandy Law, 
VLAWMO Board Director & WBLAHS 
staff member Dan Jones, VLAWMO 
Administrator Phil Belfiori, Minnesota 
Water Steward Katherine Doll Kanne, 
White Bear Township Board Supervisor 
& VLAWMO Board Director Ed 
Prudhon, and White Bear Lawn & Snow 
owner Joe Reil.

In other Town Hall news…
•	 The White Bear Town Board met in the building for the first time in 
over a decade this fall. It was fun to once again be using the Town Hall for its 
original purpose. We hope to do continue the tradition periodically. 
•	 We had a beautiful day for Township Day in September. Bingo players 
had a fun time and visitors had the chance to watch videos featuring township 
history in the Town Hall throughout the afternoon.
•	 A new sign that will be visible from 35E is being installed this fall. 
Watch for it as you drive south past the Town Hall site soon!

Town Hall Update



NOVEMBER
Fillebrown House Decorating Party 
Saturday, November 26th, 9-noon
4735 Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake
It’s time to deck the halls at the Fillebrown House! Many hands make light work – join us for a festive time to 
make the Fillebrown shine! 

The Legends of White Bear Lake 
Monday, November 28th 6-7pm VIRTUAL
Join us for this online program to explore the many variations of the legend that is said to give our lake its 
name. We will explore the earliest known sources and many versions that have evolved.
This presentation is part of “The Big Read”, a program funded through a National Endowment for the Arts grant 
awarded to the White Bear Center for the Arts, highlighting the book The Bear by Andrew Krivak.
Offered via Zoom through the Ramsey County Library System
Registration Required at rclreads.org

DECEMBER
WBLAHS Members Christmas Party 
Friday, December 2nd 
Save the date! Invites will go out in mid-November 

Fillebrown House Holiday Tours 
Saturday, December 3rd 
Tours begin at 10:00 & 11:30am and last approximately 1 hour. Reservations strongly recommended. 
Tickets: General public $12/WBLAHS Members Free with code Fillebrown 
Available at Whitebearhistory.org
The Fillebrown House shines during the holiday season. Join us for a guided tour to hear stories of the people 
who called it home. 

Fillebrown House Holiday Candlelight Tours 
Saturday, December 3rd 
Tours begin at 6:00 & 7:30am and last approximately 1 hour. Reservations strongly recommended. 
Tickets: General public $20/WBLAHS Members $15 with code Member22
Available at Whitebearhistory.org
The Fillebrown House shines during the holiday season. Join us for a special evening guided tour by 
candlelight.

Calendar of Events continued on page 13

2022-2023 Calendar of Events
   For details on these events and more visit whitebearhistory.org, facebook.com/whitebearhistory or call 651-
407-5327.  Items will be added and updated as information becomes available.  Please visit Whitebearhistory.
org or facebook.com/Whitebearhistory for registration links for each program. 



Fillebrown House Holiday Tours 
Saturday, December 10th  
Tours begin at 10:00 & 11:30am and last approximately 1 hour. Reservations strongly recommended. 
Tickets: General public $12/WBLAHS Members Free with code Fillebrown
Available at Whitebearhistory.org
The Fillebrown House shines during the holiday season. Join us for a guided tour to hear stories of the people 
who called it home.

JANUARY

White Bear’s Hockey Heritage 
Monday, January 23rd  6pm virtual
White Bear has produced hockey greats throughout the decades. Names such as Moose Goheen and Doc 
Romnes kicked it off more than a century ago.  Join us to hear how they got their start in White Bear and 
other local hockey trivia including the origins of the Hippodrome and the start of 
the Minnesota State High School Hockey Tournament.    
Offered via Zoom through the Ramsey County Library System with support from 
Minnesota’s Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund
Registration Required at rclreads.org

FEBRUARY

White Bear’s Notorious Gangsters: The Sequel 
Tuesday, February 7th 6:30pm
Wildwood Library, 763 Stillwater Road, Mahtomedi
The White Bear area was a haven for the 1920s and ‘30s era gangsters who wanted to 
get away from it all. Join us to learn some gangster lingo while you hear the tales of 
infamous visitors such as Ma Barker, Alvin “Creepy” Karpis and Baby Face Nelson. 
Program updated with stories shared by local residents and additional research since the first edition. 
FREE program offered through the Washington County Library System with support from Minnesota’s Arts & 
Cultural Heritage Fund

The Plantation Night Club: White Bear’s Gangster Headquarters 
Monday, February 27th  virtual
Join us to hear how the Plantation Night Club on the shore of White Bear Lake evolved from a boat works to 
one of the Twin Cities most popular night clubs catering to the underworld of the Midwest. 
Offered via Zoom through the Ramsey County Library System with support from Minnesota’s Arts & Cultural 
Heritage Fund
Registration Required at rclreads.org

Calendar of Events continued from page 12

Calendar of Events continued on page 14



MARCH
Miss Benson’s Nursery School
Monday, March 27th virtual
Miss Amy Benson approached her friend Helen Fillebrown in the 1940s with a dilemma. She had planned to 
start a nursery school for the neighborhood children but her original location was no longer an option. She asked 
if Helen would consider allowing the nursery school at her home and a decade of childhood excitement and 
energy was launched on Lake Avenue. Join us to see photos, hear stories and maybe even share some of your 
own from that special time at the Fillebrown House. 
Offered via Zoom through the Ramsey County Library System with support from Minnesota’s Arts & Cultural 
Heritage Fund
Registration Required at rclreads.org

Calendar of Events continued from page 13

The Fillebrown House has been a part of White Bear Lake for more than a century.  Its 
many rooms have been a home to several families and have provided a memorable venue 
for weddings, teas, and community events. 
Through donations and volunteer support, the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society 
has been able to preserve the Fillebrown House and keep it open for public enjoyment.

... And Make Your Mark 

The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society offers you a very personal way to make 
your mark on White Bear Lake history.  Through a $250 donation to help fund ongoing 
maintenance of the Fillebrown House, you can purchase an engraved paving brick. 
The bricks are engraved with your personal inscription.  Commission one to 
commemorate special events, such as weddings or a birth; recognize a donation made by 
you, or give as a one-of-a kind gift. 
Engraved bricks are an ongoing fundraising opportunity that allows the White Bear 
Lake Area Historical Society to stay committed to fulfilling its mission by encouraging 
personal and community responsibility for preserving our physical links to the past.  To 
see bricks already in place visit the front walk of the Fillebrown House. 
The White Bear Lake Area Historical Society operates without direct operating support 
from any governmental budget. We are dependent upon contributions from members of 
the community, grants and our outreach programs.

Preserve History...



White Bear Lake Area Historical Society Membership Application
 

	 Name _______________________________________________________________________                                                           

	 Address  _____________________________________________________________________                                           	
		

City _______________________________ State ________________ Zip__________________                

	 Phone__________________________  Email ________________________________________                                   

Check level of membership: 

______Individual $25             ______Household $40             ______ Supporting $100

          ______Sustaining ($300 & above) $_________       
     

Send with check to WBLAHS, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, Minnesota 55110-0543

Join in the fun and support the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society as we gather, 
preserve and share the stories of our community. Membership benefits include the semi-annual 

newsletter The Lake Area Preserver, discounted event tickets, and the members’ party at the 
Fillebrown House in December.

Engraved Brick: $250 ea.
To order more than one brick, provide the information for 
that brick on a separate sheet or contact the White Bear 
Lake Area Historical Society, 651-407-5327.
 
Payment Method:
o Check payable to WBLAHS (enclosed)
o MasterCard/Visa or Discover
Account #:___________________________                         
Exp. date: _______________ CVV Code: ___________        
Cardholder signature: ____________________________                    

Please complete & mail to: White Bear Lake Area Historical Society, PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, MN 55110. 

Inscription (20 characters per line maximum)

Line 1:

------------------------------------------------------

Line 2 (optional):

------------------------------------------------------

Line 3 (optional):

------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Engraved Brick Order Form  

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________                                                   

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________                                                

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________                                                

Telephone:   _____________________________________________________________________________                                           

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________                                                    



The Next 100 Years is Here!
Gus Amundson Inducted into ILYA Hall of Fame

What’s Happening with the “Green House”?
Calendar of Events
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To share your 
memories in 

future issues,
contact:

Sara Markoe Hanson
WB Armory

2228 Fourth St.
White Bear Lake, MN

55110
651-407-5327
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